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THE AGE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2009 IN A TANGLE: The makers of Love My Way

skip to the next decade in a dark drama.
Debi Enker GREEN GUIDE TODAY

They'll be rabbiting on at Barwon Park about a huntsman's 150-year folly
By CAROLYN WEBB

THE road to hell, they say, is
paved with good intentions.
When Thomas Austin

imported 12 pairs of rabbits
into 'Victoria in 1859, he simply
wanted to go hunting on his
vast estate south-west of
Melbourne.
Today, says the Australian

Conservation Foundation,
rabbits have become an
"environmental catastrophe"
for native plants and animals,
and "a pain in the arse" for
agriculture.
The Federal Government-

funded monitoring project
RabbitScan last month named
rabbits as Australia's top feral
scourge, costing the nation
$200 million a year.

So it's curious that on Octo-
ber 11, the National Trust is
holding a family day to mark
the 150th birthday of Austin's
folly, at the Austin mansion,
Barwon Park, near Winchelsea.
There will be pet rabbits for

children to pat, rabbit-inspired
arts and crafts and the per-
formance of rabbit-themed
poems and songs.
Barwon Park property man-

ager Truth Toyne said the aim
was to raise money for Barwon

Park Mansion and highlight the
rabbit's role in our culture —
but Department of Primary
Industries staff will also be
there to talk about killing them
off.
Mr Austin was the husband

of Austin Hospital founder
Elizabeth Austin. They ran
sheep on 12,000 hectares
near Barwon River and had
11 children.
Mr Austin supported the

"acclimatisation" movement,

Knowing what we know
now, naturally we have a
different view of things.

TRUDI TOYNE, Barwon Park

which shipped European plants
and animals to Australia. After
his rabbits arrived from Eng-
land on December 27, 1859,
they bred like, well, rabbits.
Mr Austin grew lettuce to

feed them and dug warrens.
Then he shot them.

In 1867 the Prince of Wales
visited Barwon Park and shot
86 rabbits one day and 400
more the next.
An article in The Argus on

December 11, 1891 said in that
year, 600,000 rabbits were

canned at a factory at Porn-
bomeit, west of Colac.
There are still rabbits at Bar-

won Park, now reduced to
129 hectares and owned by the
National Trust. "I've seen one
or two, hopping around as I'm
driving down the access road at
dusk," Ms Toyne said.
The Federal Government

recently granted $1.5 million to
the CSIRO to develop a new
strain of the calicivirus; rabbits
have become immune to
strains released since 1996.
Australian Conservation

Foundation ecosystems expert
Dr Paul Sinclair said rabbits
had destroyed native animal
habitats and plants on a mas-
sive scale and caused soil
erosion that polluted rivers.
He said revenue from the

new carbon pollution reduc-
tion scheme should be used "to
seriously fight spread of weeds
and pest animals in Australia".
Ms Toyne said Mr Austin, a

councillor who helped fund the
Barwon River bridge in
Geelong, was not a bad man.
"Knowing what we know

now, naturally we have a differ-
ent view of things."

LINK
www.rabbitscan.netau Trudi Toyne, property manager of Barwon Park Mansion, with some old newspaper stories about rabbits in Australia. i u k L. : JASON SOUTH
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Winesliades Road.)

It is quite likely they have come down from Wamcoort area, near

Colac, where there are usually two or three pairs. They breed there from

time to time. However, it may be that our pair may have travelled a much

greater distance, as they are members of the crane family, which are noted

for flying over great distances, at great heights. Often, they trumpet in

flight.

I am hoping that some passer by, will be fortunate enough to see

them perform their beautiful dance, which is not necessarily a nuptial

dance ,as it is sometimes performed outside the breeding season .Lots has

been written about these "Quadrilles"

Brolgas pair for life, and in captivity, have been known to live for

thirty-three years The chicks can fly after fourteen weeks, and it is during

this time that their lives are in the greatest danger from foxes. Fortunately,

Brolgas.

e r.062/6 1

A pair of Brolgas have been feeding in a paddock quite close to Barwon

Downs recently. Brolgas are not usually seen here, and their arrival towards

,2oo4
the end of October, caused quite a bit of interest, especially when they can

A.

be seen frOm the main road. ( near the intersection of Division Rd and Roctr- ,
Eirte,r-NIS
po-oWo
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we have, in our area, a very active Landcare Network Fox Management

Group comprising sixty-four properties {including Farmers, Timber

Companies and Public Land Managers) working with the Department

Of Primary Industries , to reduce the fox population.

Without their efforts I am sure there would be no chance of the brolgas

successfully raising young.

There are a number of beautiful Australian Christmas Carols with

the words written by Mr John Wheeler, who lived in Colac. One of them

commences "Down on the plains the brolgas are dancing" Here's hoping

our grand children's children will one day see these tall, stately birds dance

on the plains of the Western District.

John James.
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EMU WRENS AT BARWON DOWNS.

I had a lovely surprise yesterdayAto see a single emu
wren in our valley [Callahan's Creek]. It was my first
sighting since 1997. Such a little soul, not as big as a
blue wren in the body, but with a longer tail, which
looks as if it is made up of emu feathers.

Graham Pizzey says in his field guide that 'it has six tail
feathers, and that no known bird has fewer tail
feathers.'

I know it was a male, because I could see its lavender
blue throat clearly.

How such a tiny, elfin creature can survive the trials
and tribulations of living here is beyond me.

I am keeping my fingers crossed, because a white
goshawk took up residence here a few weeks ago, and
would no doubt relish such a tasty morsel

John James, Mahers Road. thi44 rrE c s i-intk2KC
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KINGFISHERS AT FORREST.

/ Om '09-
A couple of weeks ago, whilst helping with the quarterly bird count on

A
The East Barwon, I saw the most remarkable sight.. Three azure

Kingfishers among the willows. Kingfishers turn up in this district

from time to time, but what was so remarkable about these was that

two of them were hanging out their wings to dry, just like cormorants do.

I thought they were doing it to get them dry, but my fellow birdos, who U.) i
1-RSVoQ.

were treated to the same spectacle, said that they were begging for food. ?es co-r-F-

1—

I am sure they were right. Ren1

A.

Azure Kingfishers are much smaller than their relatives, the Laughing

Kookaburra, and in the gloom under the willows, I doubt if I would

have spotted them without binoculars. They are very beautiful, but often go

un-noticed, because few people have binoculars at hand.

I would also like to record that later the same morning, a few miles

downstream, we saw a flock of twelve yellow tailed black cockatoos.

Perhaps it was one of these raucous individuals, who flew over our place

a few days later and dropped a banksia cone, narrowly missing my

head . Disrespectful, I thought.

John James. Barwon Downs.
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Black Cockles Blue-winged Parrots Echidnas Polygonum

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos often fly over Barwon Downs. Their calls are weird.
They never seem to land, but a few weeks ago, I spotted a pair perched on the edge of a
concrete trough in our paddock. It was one of those great moments. Rather like the

--> experience I had last summevhen a baby echidna walked up to where I was standing in
our bush paddock. I am sure it would have walked over my boot if I had stood quite still. EC 1-1/12A/it/-
Echidnas are not rare in our district, but this is the first time I have seen a young one .It
was a bit bigger than a tennis ball- probably more grape fruit size.

Winter is here now. The summer birds have flown. No more tiny Blue-winged Parrots.
The Snipe have gone back to Japan. I am a bit depressed about the huge influx of Black
Birds onto our property and the nearby bush. Whilst they can sing quite beautifully,
their alarm call is most unattractive, and their behaviour in gardens makes them /ACD/
unpopular with gardeners. Colac and district has not yet been invaded by the Indian m AM'
Myna.

All seasons have their compensations. It is wonderful each day lately, to see a dozen or so
Crimson Rosella and several Galahs feeding on a prostrate weed in our driveway. There
are two different prostrate weeds in our drive One is Plantago coronopus and the other
Polygonum aviculare commonly called "Hogweed" I think the rosellas and galahs are
feeding on the Polygonum, because my plant dictionary says that avicularis means
"sought by birds" That makes sense as I have often observed Red- browed Finches and
Sparrows feeding on it also. Polygonum means many nodes. The stems have many nodes

John James Barwon Downs
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BURDEKIN DUCKS AND FLAME ROBINS

The Burdekin River is in far north Queensland, and I think the

Burdekin Duck is named after that river. Burdekins are fairly common in

the pandanus and paperbark swamps there, but rarely stray south. Last
0/ Vo 3

Wednesday a pair was grazing in a paddock near the Forrest Football

I o
Ground. They are related to the Mountain Duck (Chestnut Breasted .131c,1- ar-l-rs-

joceldo cX
Shelduck) but are slightly smaller, and easily distinguished by their white s

heads and white breasts which have a black band across the front. I hope

they stay around for a few more days as I am sure quite a few car loads

Birdos will be heading for Forrest.

The same day at home I was treated to a spectacular view of three

male flame robins sitting on a fence in our paddock. They are not at all

common in our area, and to see their brilliant orange-red breasts against a

background of green grass is quite breathtaking.

The poet William Wordsworth who said "Earth has not anything

to show more fair" could well have been speaking of Flame Robins.

John James
Barwon Downs.
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Senecios Bowerbirds Platypus

qg" 4 CAE S. Fireweed is a member of the Daisy Family It is a major weed on our

/41fii/EA,ç small farm near Barwon Downs. It is called fireweed because it is one of

ROAD ,
the first plants to colonise an area after fire. In our case, we did not have a

fire, but a large area of bare ground left after the removal of willows from

the creek.

There are a number of different fire weeds in Victoria. Some of them

are introduced from other countries, but ours is an Australian native plant.

Its botanical name is Senecio pinnatifolius var. lanceolatum. It is called

lanceolatum because its leaves are shaped like the head of a lance .Neither

its leaves or flowers possess any fragrance.

Last week, over near Pennyroyal I was invited to smell the leaves of

another Senecio growing in the roadside reserve. It is called Senecio

linearifolius. It is called this because it has long narrow leaves with parallel

sides.

But it was not the appearance of the leaves that "knocked my socks

off' It was the perfume that they exuded .1 realized that this small plant

is the source of that wonderful all pervading smell that one so often

encounters in the Otways . Previously, I had thought the smell came from
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a combination of wet foliage and damp earth.. I am very grateful to

one of the locals who solved this mystery for me. I read that Senecio

linearifolius is widespread in the Otway Ranges, and often attracts

butterflies. Maybe the aromatic leaves attract butterflies and thus aid

pollination.

Less attractive, and rather "off putting" is the pungent odour of Senecio

Jacobaea {Ragwort} which is known as :The Scourge Of The Otways"

It comes from Europe ,and is spreading at an alarming rate through the

area ..Unfortunately it has attractive golden flowers , and is sometimes

picked by visitors ,who inadvertently spread it far and wide. Maybe its

unpleasant smell is to attract blowflies, or some insect that likes" that sort

of thing,"

Not all Senecios have yellow flowers. Senecio elegans which arrived

on our shores ,from South Africa early last century has purple flowers.

It has not moved far inland ,and is sometimes seen growing at the base

of the Otway cliffs in the sand dunes.

One Senecio ,which is popular with florists and gardeners is Senecio

cruentis from The Canary Islands. Cruentis means "Bloody or Gory colours'

Its common name is cineraria.

Actually ,for me ,the past few weeks have been rather exciting. I now



3

•

know the source of that Otway fragrance, a platypus came 1 Km.
IQ/9 /0,4

downstream of the weir on Callahan's Creek.—First sighting there since the
A

willows were removed in 1993 , and I have seen my first ever male Satin

Bower Bird . Unlike the females ,and immatures ,which are rather brazen

the males are extremely wary. A strategically placed bowl of porridge did

the trick..

John James Barwon Downs
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LATE SUMMER AT BARWON DOWNS.

A lone Azure Kingfisher sits on a branch of an old Manna Gum overlooking
/6/,2_i06

Callahan's Creek which has stopped running . It doesn't often stop.. The

last time was in April 2000. when it stopped for about a fortnight. The paddocks

are brown, the earth is parched. We cannot excite the usual comments from

summer visitors How green is your valley.

High drama over the last few days. Two Wedge Tailed Eagles and their

youngster have been patrolling the skies. Three of our cows have new born

calves, and the eagles are feasting on their placentas . Initially the cows were

agitated and feared for their babies. But, after a time they came to disregard

the eagles. We can't disregard them, though, for the eaglet is extremely vocal

calling insistently for food or reassurance. The call is a loud yelp,

like a dog, with a shrill edge to it like a hack saw going through steel

pipe. Several times, all three birds are on the ground feeding, but sometimes the

eaglet stayed in the tree whilst one of the parents came in to land, banking

like a Boeing 747 . Quite spectacular.

It is a good thing that kangaroos are not as noisy. We have masses.. Worst

invasion we have seen in our 19 years here. Young and old, big and small,

armies of them. I some times wonder why they don't attack our

haystack.

No plums this year. A flock of about 75 crows thieved the lot over two days.

Kikt<PC00S

•
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The English blackbirds and the foxes are into the blackberries. The crimson

rosellas are into the unripe peaches, and will soon start on the Granny Smiths.

Bit sad. But then, there are wonderful things happening. The fly population

is down enormously, due I think , to the arrival of the dung beetles. The

March Flies have not put in an appearance, and, best of all the Western

Australian Flowering Gums, which have been planted everywhere around

Barwon Downs are out in all their glory.

John James . Barwon Downs.
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Th Colac

$1.10 (inc. GST)

Daffodil sales
assist charity

DAFFODIL DAY: Colac
and district residents
helped raise money
for cancer research on
Friday.
Jean Whitehead, left,
and Judy Malone
joined volunteers
across the country to
sell daffodil badges,
pens, keyrings and
other merchandise.
"This is the tenth year
I've helped out and it's
a great thing to do, it's
such a worthy cause,"
Mrs Whitehead said.
More than 10,000
volunteers have
worked at 1200 Daffodil
Day sites across
Australia. 100827C0001
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COLAC CAREERS EXPO
Wednesday, September 1

16 page lift out

SLM Law
ERS & ADVISORS

Locally available
at four branches

For personal attention
call us today

119 Murray St Colac P5231 9400

134 Manifold St Camperdown P 55931585

4/22 Pascoe St Apollo Bay P 52376176

19B Curdle St Cobden P5595 1476

www.slmlaw.com.au
112193

A Very SPECIAL 
gift for Fathers 

Day,

Birthday, or even 
Christmas.
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Fire hazard plea
fell on1 deaf ears

by David McKenzie

The State Government
has ignored pleas for mil-
lions of dollars to help re-
move Otways fire hazards.
The government has released

its response to the Bushfires
Royal Commission, but Co-
lac Otway Shire Council is
disappointed the government's
response has failed to give
councils enough money to in-
spect roadside trees and remove
unsafe vegetation.
The council estimates it

would cost $8 million to $10
million in the first year to as-
sess all roadside trees in the
shire and remove ones which
presented a risk.
Ongoing maintenance would

cost another $800,000 a year.
People died in last year's

Black Saturday bushfires when
trees fell across roads and
blocked escape routes.
Council chief Rob Small said

the council could not afford the

addition to its workload.
"We've got about 800 kilome-

tres of roads that it would apply
to, to ensure trees are safe and
are unlikely to fall across roads
in the event of a firestorm," he
said.
Mr Small said the council's

annual capital works program
for roads, bridges, drains and
infrastructure was worth about
$10 million.
He said that without govern-

ment assistance, the council
would need to take money from
other areas to pay for the road-
side vegetation work.
Mr Small said the govern-

ment expected local government
to do the work.
"If indeed local government

doesn't do it and there is some
dreadful tragedy as a result of
a firestorm, we will be held ac-
countable," he said.
The State Government's

fire package supports VicRo-
ads-managed roads, but not

council-managed roads.
It provides $13 million for

the development of a roadside
management framework and
work to reduce the bushfire
risks from roadside vegetation
on arterial roads.
Premier John Brumby said

there would be support for
councils to identify potential
community refuges, shelters
and to accelerate the roll-out
of neighbourhood safer places.
The statewide funding in-

cludes $11.5 million in grants
for neighbourhood safer places,
providing one staff member for
councils in bushfire risk areas,
and funding for fire prevention
planning.
Mayor Lyn Russell said she

was pleased the government
would put more responsibility
on electricity network compa-
nies to maintain powerlines in
bushfire risk areas.
Reforms spell end of levy,

page 5.

Photographer wins state award
Colac Herald pho-

tographer Nigel Hal-
lett has taken one of
Victoria's best news
photographs.
Hallett won the best

news photograph award
at the Rural Press Club
of Victoria awards in
Melbourne on Fridpv

Show day
is offically
a holiday
The State Govern-

ment has approved—
a Colac Show Day
public holiday for
the next three years.
Colac Otway Shire

residents will have a
public holiday on the
first Friday in Novem-
ber to coincide with the
annual agricultural
show.
The holiday is in

place of a Melbourn€
Cup Day holiday, on
the first Tuesday in
November.
Colac Otway Shire

Council voted to move
the holiday last year
after schools lost a cur-
riculum day which tra-
ditionally fell on thc
show day.
The council had tc

re-apply for the holida3
this year.
Small Business Min-

ister Joe Helper ha:
written to the council—
approving holidays fo
November 5 this year
November 4, 2011, anc
November 2, 2012.

Electronic
junk plan
Colac and district

residents might
have an opportunity
to get rid of old elec-

7111r drvi'• Imo
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DRAMA IN THE BIRD WORLD
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Just before Christmas I discovered a Blue Wrens' nest in our fernery. The parent

birds were mildly alarmed each time I went in there. On Boxing Day they got really

upset, and I realized a Grey Shrike-thrush had entered the fernery. Shrike-thrushes are

known to take nestlings, so their fear was well founded. I chased it out, and as far as I

know it didn't return.

On New Year's Day all hell broke loose .The hunter became the hunted! A snake

had discovered the Grey Shrike-thrushes' nest, which they had built inside the stable.

The parent birds, fearful for their three fledglings' lives, tried desperately to drive the

intruder off. Realizing that their efforts were futile, they called their babies to come to

them. The baby Shrike —thrushes obeyed, and vacated the nest in double quick time. The

snake finding the nest empty, went on its way. I'm not too worried about the dogs getting

bitten by the snake, as I am hoping the kookaburras, which are raising a family in a

nearby tree, will catch him and feed him to them for supper.

Baby Kookaburras squawk for food for up to three months after fledging, and for

weeks, now, we have had to put up with their raucous utterances. Another unattractive

call is that of the juvenile Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo. It was calling incessantly, this

morning from the nearby bush. Its call has been described as "sounding like a cross cut

saw" and it didn't stop calling until I saw its mother feed it.

The Grey Shrike-thrush is quite common in our district and is also known as "The

Harmonious thrush", as it is one of Australia's most beautiful songsters. I don't think I

have heard its alarm call until to-day. John James Barwon Downs
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Musk Daisy-bush and Rough Treefern, and a dense
ground cover of water-ferns and ground ferns.

Other fauna: Black Wallaby scats

FoiRE,57 17` 1-5- 7 02 C" c /E77

L

The weather was hot on 15.1.08, then cool and cloudy.

25 small Elliott traps were set over 3 nights, giving 75 trap-
nights. Traps E1-5 were along a dry creek bed, E6-15
among dense ferns and weeds around the car park, E16-
20 beside the creek upstream of bridge, E21-25 beside the
creek downstream of bridge.

Bait used: peanut butter, honey and oatmeal standard mix.

Results:
15.1.08 set traps
16.1.08 am 3 Bush Rats Rattus fuscipes, 1 Agile

Antechinus Antechinus agilis, 1 Dusky
Antechinus A. swainsoni

17.1.08 am 4 Bush Rats, 1 Agile Antechinus
18.1.08 am 3 Bush Rats, 2 Agile Antechinus, 1

Dusky Antechinus
Total: 10 Bush Rats, 4 Agile Antechinus, 2 Dusky
Antechinus, Trapping success-rate 21.3%.

Also found:
Yellow (Australian) Admiral Butterfly—there were

extensive patches of nettles!
Cabbage White Butterfly
Common Brown Butterfly
Black Cicada Pauropsalta mneme—including one

'fished out of the creek
Southern Victorian (Yarra) Spiny Crayfish—several

in the creek below the bridge

Bird list:

Gang-gang Cockatoo
Australian King-Parrot
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
Laughing Kookaburra
White-throated Treecreeper
White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Thornbill
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
White-naped Honeyeater

Eastern Yellow Robin
Crested Shrike-tit
Golden Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Rufous Fantail
Grey Fantail
Silvereye

Thanks to Parks Victoria for permission to undertake
trapping in the Great Otway National Park and Otway
Forest Park.

Mammal trapping
Mount Cowley, Otway Ranges, 21-24 January 2008

GPS 1430 50.882E, 38° 32.799S, altitude 632 m. DSE Permit No. 10003784

The trapping site was beside the Benwerrin-Mt Sabine
Road near the junction of Mt Cowley Track, in both the

Great Otway National Park and the Otway Forest Park
which are separated by the main road.

There is a waterhole beside the main road in the OFP, and
four yabby traps were set in it. It was also checked by dip-
netting. The 25 small Elliott traps were set in forest
opposite the waterhole in the GONP.

The vegetation was typical wet sclerophyll forest, with
Brookers Gum and Mountain Ash forming the canopy.
There was a mid-storey of Blackwood, Hazel Pomaderris,
Musk Daisy-bush, Prickly Coprosma and Soft Treefern,
and a dense ground-cover dominated by Mother Shield-
fern, Senecio sp., Forest Wiregrass, Forest Sword-sedge,
Hop Goodenia and Kangaroo Fern.

The weather was mild to cool, with light fog in the early
morning. The 25 small Elliott traps were set over three
nights, giving 75 trap-nights.

Bait used was the standard peanut butter, honey and
oatmeal mix.

Results:
21.1.08
22.1.08

23.1.08
241.08

set traps.
6 Bush Rats Rattus fuscipes, 3 Agile
Antechinus Antechinus agilis, 3 Dusky

Antechinus A. swainsoni
10 Bush Rats, 7 Agile Antechinus.
1 1 Bush Rats, 3 Agile Antechinus, 2

Dusky Antechinus.
Total: 27 Bush Rats, 13 Agile Antechinus, 5 Dusky
Antechinus. Trapping success-rate 60%.

Other mammals: Black Wallaby scats found.

Other fauna:
Southern Brown Tree Frog, metamorphosing

tadpoles.
Otway Smooth Crayfish, one dip-netted from

waterhole.
Some tiny bivalve molluscs, still to be identified,

also dip-netted.

Bird-list:

Brush Bronzewing
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo
Crimson Rosella
Blue-winged Parrot
White-throated Treecreeper
Spotted Pardalote

White-browed Scrubwren
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Flame Robin
Eastern Yellow Robin
Grey Shrike-thrush
Bassian Thrush

Thanks to Parks Victoria for permission to undertake
trapping in the Great Otway National Park and the Otway
Forest Park.

Geelong Naturalist February 2008 9



Rambling on
Where were the birds?

The Bellarine Peninsula Challenge Bird Count, 2007.
...Marilyn He wish

For the last 25 years, I've taken part in most Challenge Bird
Counts (organised by the Bird Observers Club of Australia).

The forecast for the 2007 count, 2 December, was for hot
weather. By lunch-time, Lorraine Phelan, Graeme Tribe, Brian
Hart and I needed a half-hour collapse in the shade at Jerringot
to revive. The hottest experience was behind Black Rocks
where the dunes blocked the breeze. Some of us returned to the
car a distinct shade of beetroot. In general, a poor day for bird-
watchers turned out to be a poor day for birds as well.

As always, we had some pleasant surprises. A Peregrine Falcon
perched a few metres away on the clifftop at Point Addis in early
morning light. A Brown Songlark sang along Flaxbournes Road
and a Black Kite flew just over our heads at Horseshoe Bend.
An immature Black-faced Cormorant rested on the beach at
Bream Creek mouth. Breamlea saltmarsh on Minya Lane was
flooded, and yielded 115 Black Swans, 180 Australian
She!ducks, 100 Whiskered Terns and 130 Sharp-tailed
Sandpipers with other ducks and waders. From Tait Point
overlooking Lake Connewarre, Graeme found two stately
Brolgas feeding along the shoreline. Lorraine identified a Forest
Raven, appropriately along Forest Road. The day's best birds
were 40-50 White-browed Woodswallows along Old St
Leonards Road (thanks, Barry Lingham and Peter Bright). They
swirled around and called (I love that sound), and several
perched in full view in a bare tree. It amazes me every time just
how stunningly beautiful the males are. A last scan revealed two
Masked Woodswallows, the male with his neat black face-mask.

'Hordes of people and dogs at Black
Rocks and Bream Creek mouth
ruined our chances for Hooded

Plovers, Ruddy Turnstones and Red-
capped Plovers. Graeme counted 18
unleashed dogs at Black Rocks.'

For the day, our totals were 127 species and 4672 birds. In the
past we've usually topped the 130 mark for species, and the
count of individual birds would have been pathetic without the
1672 Black Swans, 645 Silver Gulls and 230 Common Starlings.
Even with the heat keeping the birds inactive and our rapidly
fading enthusiasm, some missed birds were a worry.

Notable 'dips were Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Spiny-cheeked
Honeyeater, Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Eastern Spinebill,
Mistletoebird and Red-browed Finch. We didn't record a Scarlet

Robin, although we visited their 'regular' spots at lronbark Basin
and Shiny Eye Track off Forest Road. In fact, I ronbark Basin
was exceptionally quiet. We couldn't blame the hot weather
there. It was just after sunrise and cool—we were all still
wearing jackets or windcheaters. In the 1980s, we used to get
White-winged Choughs, Satin Flycatchers and Dusky
Woodswallows there on most Challenge Counts. The choughs
are long gone; we haven't had Satin Flycatchers for years; and

this year we didn't record woodswallows. No Jacky Winters were
found near Shiny Eye Track or near the dam on Flaxbournes
Road where they've been since 2004, and no Olive-backed
Orioles revealed themselves in the woodland areas we visited.

Birds recorded as singles only were Shining Bronze-Cuckoo,
Golden Whistler, Striated Pardalote and White-naped
Honeyeater. We were amazed at how long it took us to record
Skylarks. They're usually singing like mad in early December.
We stopping by many fields that were absolutely silent. It was
mid-afternoon before we heard a few near Black Rocks. Even
Magpies were scarce. There are usually so many that we
designate one team member specially to tally them up. They
must have been hiding in the shade. Another surprise was only
two Galahs for the whole day (over Eumeralla Reserve).
Conditions were against us for waterbirds. The high tide covered
the reef at Point Lonsdale, and so we missed resting Common
Terns. Hordes of people and dogs at Black Rocks and Bream
Creek mouth ruined our chances for Hooded Plovers, Ruddy
Turnstones and Red-capped Plovers. Graeme counted 18
unleashed dogs at Black Rocks. Waders and dabbling ducks
were scarce overall. Hospital Swamp was too full and waterbirds
had probably spread out because of recent rain elsewhere. We
can usually count on a few Short-tailed Shearwaters off Point
Lonsdale lighthouse. However, the flat sea stopped them
coming inshore and the horizon was hidden in a thick haze.

Marilyn Newish at Point Impossible

Graeme Tribe at Point Impossible.

Photo: Lorraine Phelan

Photo: Lorraine Phelan

•
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Monarch 1/12/2007 Eastern Beach 1 female Dead on path JN

Chequered Copper 22/01/2008 Lambhill Cres, Highton 2 On everlasting daisy.1500 hrs, bright sun JN

Varied Dusky-blue 20/12/2007 Steiglitz 1 Feeding on Tall Lobelia JH

Saltbush Blue 30/12/2007 Little River mouth 1 Perched on Coast Saltbush MHe

Long-tailed Pea-blue 6/01/2008 Newtown 1 Feeding on English lavender JH

Common Grass-blue 17/11/2007 Bacchus Marsh Grey St 1 Resting on lawn in garden MHe

Common Grass-blue 11/12/2007 N. slope Rowsley valley 20+ Over bare paddock with low weeds, farmland MHe

Common Grass-blue 29/12/2007 Wensleydale many JN

Common Grass-blue 1/1/2008 Bacchus Marsh Grey St 8 On & over lawn (mown weeds) MHe

Common Grass-blue 4/1/2008 69 North Valley Rd 3
2 feeding on nature strip weeds, 1 flying. 1300 hrs, hot,
sunny

vwD

Chequered Copper, Highton
Photo: John Newman

Chequered Copper, Highton
Photo: John Newman

Reedy Lake update

Because of the build-up in population of European Carp
in the lake, and the need to do some maintenance

works around the lake, Parks Victoria intend 'drawing-
down', that is draining the lake, this summer. This will
begin in February and it will take about 4-6 weeks to
completely dry out.

Draining is part of the accepted management of the lake;
waterbird nesting is now complete, and it is intended to
maintain water in the adjacent Hospital Swamps wetland
to provide habitat for the local waterbirds. I have asked

...Trevor Pescott
Email: ppescott@optusnet.com.au

Parks Victoria if they are able to do a native fish and
crustacean survey during the time that the lake water level
is low, and this will depend on the availability of the
fisheries staff.

It will be interesting to see if there are waders drawn to the
lake as the water level falls.

If there are any concerns about the project, I will pass
them onto Parks Vic for consideration.

Brush-tailed Phascogale survey

A n intensive search for Brush-tailed Phascogales in
he Brisbane Ranges between 27-31 March.

It will be conducted by Andy Arnold of Ballarat DSE as
part of an extensive study into the species. Other
trapping will be undertaken at the Wombat Forest,
Hepburn and elsewhere in Victoria. There is a call for
people willing to assist, with final details to be arranged
as to times and localities of meeting places.

There will be full details in the March Geelong Naturalist.

Bird survey, Batesford

The GFNC has been asked to assist the young members
of a Greencorps Team to improve their skills at bird

identification and observation. The team is working under
supervision of a Landcare Group, clearing weeds along the
Moorabool River on Belcher's Land near Batesford. The
GFNC have visited Belcher's land many times in the past 40
years and Rob Ganly has completed regular bird surveys
there over the past few years. This bush land area has a
diverse range of birds. If you would like to assist, a meeting
on site has been organized for 8:30 am on Thursday
6 March.
Please contact Barry Lingham at gfri0Dvicriet.net.au or on
5255 4291 to confirm your attendance.
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Mammal report
...Trevor Pescott

Mammal Atlas additions

Short-beaked Echidna 20.10.07 1 Werribee Gorge, walk on north ridge. MHe, DHe
Short-beaked Echidna 29.10.07 1 Meredith, Whinray Road near creek. WCo
Koala 26.10.07 1 Meredith, Slate Quarry Road above Moorabool River. WCo
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 06.11.07 3 Werribee Gorge, walk along north ridge. MHe
Black Wallaby 25.12.07 1 Pollocksford, beside Barwon River. VWD
Black Wallaby 11.12.07 1 Werribee Gorge, lronbark Road. MHe
Seal Fur sp. 07.01.08 1 Lake Connewarre delta on Barwon River TEl
Brown Hare 02.12.07 1 Bellbrae, Nortons Road. BH
Brown Hare 23.01.08 1 Inverleigh Flora and Fauna Reserve, Link Track. LPh
Red Fox 27.01.07 2 Highton, Admirals Court. JKI
Red Fox 13.12.07 1 White Elephant Reserve. MHe
Red Fox 28.01.08 1 Bacchus Marsh Road, Wooloomanata. TPe

Observers: BH, Brian Hart; DHe, Dean Newish; JKI, John Klova; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn Newish; TFI,
Tom Fletcher; TPe, Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook; VWD, Valda Ded man

I have a number of excellent observations that require more space than is available this month. In March Geelong
Naturalist I will include the comments about the species concerned.

Mammal trapping
Barwon Downs, 4-12 January 2008

GPS 1430 45.470E, 38° 30.319S, altitude 212 m. DSE Permit No 10003784

The trapping site was at the junction of Mahers Road
and Haydens Track, in the Otway Forest Park. The

vegetation consisted of an open eucalypt canopy over a
dense shrub layer and ground cover dominated by tea-tree
Leptospermum spp., hakea, Silver Banksia Banksia
marginata (some of which were flowering) and Austral
Grasstree Xanthorrhea australis. The soil was deep grey
sand.

25 small Elliott traps were set on 4.1.08; however, due to
extremely hot weather, they were closed for several days
and eventually removed on 12.1.08. They were open on 5
nights, giving a 125 trap-night total.

Other fauna:
Red Fox (footprints)
European Rabbit.
Red-necked Wallaby, 1 seen after survey was

complete
Mainland Tiger Snake, 2 on 4.1.08 beside Mahers

Road
Blotched Bluetongue Lizard, 1 seen.
Southern Water Skink, 1 in Elliott trap on 10.1.08
Eastern Three-lined Skink, 1 in Elliott trap on

12.1.08
Also found several Wood Scorpions Cercophonius
squama

Bait used: peanut butter, honey and oatmeal standard mix. Bird list:

Results:
04.01.08 set traps
05.01.08 morning 1 Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes
(traps closed due to hot weather)
09.01.08 morning 1 Bush Rat
10.01.08 morning 4 Bush Rat
11.01.08 morning 4 Bush Rat
12.01.08 morning 4 Bush Rat

Total: 14 Bush Rats at 11.2% trapping-success rate.

Wedge-tailed Eagle
Brush Bronzewing
Gang-gang Cockatoo
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Crimson Rosella
White-throated Treecreeper
Spotted Pardalote
Rufous Bristlebird
White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Thornbill

Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Brown-headed Honeyeater
White-naped Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
Eastern Spinebill
Eastern Yellow Robin
Golden Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Fantail

Mammal trapping
Goat Track, Callahans Creek, 15-18 January 2008

GPS 143° 46.175E, 38° 30.678S, altitude 210 m. DSE Permit No 10003784

The trapping site was along the south branch of
Callahans Creek at Goat Track, in the Great Otway

National Park and Otway Forest Park.

The vegetation was an open canopy of Manna Gum
Eucalyptus viminalis, with a mid storey of Blackwood,
Hazel Pomaderris, Austral Mulberry, Prickly Coprosma,
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