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Forrest hops back into its history
WHEN the Forrest and District
Historical Society decided to
hold a hops field discovery day
for its latest event it made the
assumption that some of its
older members would have
picked the crop.
However, the group soon dis-

covered they were wrong.
Hops fields finished in the

early war years and the only
experienced hop pickers were
probably buried at the Yaugher
Cemetery.
There were only a few child-

hood memories in the group.
The group decided to investi-

gate the hops fields because of
an article written by Jane
Shennan in the echo on July 25,
1984.
Ms Shennan interviewed the

late May Jennings, a former
proprietor of a shop in the main
street of Forrest, who told the
whole hops fields story.
The group was surprised to

discover there were many famil-
ies who started growing hops in
the 1890's including one of the
first Stephen Blundy who mi-
grated from Kent, England
which was a major growing area
for hops.
Recently, society members

got together to read the echo
article in detail.
They then saw a slide show

which explained the whole pro-
cess combining pictures of cur-
rent and past hop growing in
the Derwent Valley, Tasmania,
and some pictures members
provided of the early hop pick-
ing days at Forrest.
Ladies picked in full length

dresses, pinafores and bonnets.
Many children accompanied

their parents to help with the
pick.
The group then toured the

Forrest paddocks where the
hop fields were located and the
site of the drying shed demol-
ished in 1999.
Frank Whitehead pointed out

the bridge which hop grower,
Bertie Ireland used to access
his property and brother Don
Whitehead located the track
from the Forrest township to
the nearest hop field where the
stile was located over the first
fence.

Forrest and District Historical Society members stand by a temporary sign erected to indicate
the site of the "Stile" paddock, the one nearest to the Forrest Township.

An early photogiaph showing women wearing long dresses and bonnets picking hops.

Residents quizzed about centre
COLAC residents will be sur-
veyed to determine how the
Colac Youth and Recreation Cen-
tre will be developed.
The centre, at the Colac Cen-

tral Reserve, is one of the pro-
posed community components of
the Beechy Precinct Project.
Colac Otway Shire recreation

and arts manager Marg Scanlon
said there was currently six reg-
ular user groups, with the
majority of use on weekday even-
ings.
"The survey aims to determine

what people would like to see in
the redevelopment and what
their interest would be in using
the facility in the future," Ms
Scanlon said.
"There is potential to

redevelop the building or expand
it depending on the level of need
in the community and the avail-
ability of suitable funding.
"Some ideas could include the
addition of social space for pri-
vate functions or the inclusion of
functional rooms to meet specific
user needs.

"Any community group that is
interested in utilising the facility
can then have their needs fed into
any future plans for the build-
ing."
Subcommittee member, Cliff

Tann said his group the Colac
Wood Turners and Wood Crafters
Guild used the facility on a reg-
ular basis for both wood crafting
activities and for their social
gatherings.
"The Youth Club is an integral

facility in the Beechy Precinct as
it provides community facilities

for both active sport and passive
recreation," Mr Tann said.
"It's centrally located with

good car parking so improve-
ments to the building itself could
open it up to a wider range of
uses. "The subcommittee cer-
tainly encourages existing com-
munity groups to participate in
the survey so we can determine
the potential for this facility."
Survey forms are available from

the Shire's Colac Customer Ser-
vice Centre or by phoning
5232 9527.

Car rolls,
4 injured Li
Rainie Fraser

A BELMONT man was
flown to the Royal Mel-
bourne Hospital on
Sunday night after a
serious crash in Gherang
which also injured his
three passengers.

The 19-year-old driver is
believed to have sus-
tained facial, leg and back
injuries when the four-
wheel drive he was travel-
ling in rolled about
7.50pm, coming to a rest
on the drivers' side.

A police media
spokeswoman said the
driver "somehow lost con-
trol" while travelling
north-west along
Gherang Rd, near Cape
Otway Rd, failing to nego-
tiate a left bend and cross-
ing white lines to hit an
embankment on the op-
posite side of the road.

She said the car then
travelled some distance
down the road, hit a tree
and travelled further still
before striking a group of
trees and rolling over.

The spokeswoman said
all three male passengers
were taken to the Geelong
Hospital by paramedics in
serious but not life-
threatening conditions
but a Barwon Health
spokeswoman said only
one was admitted.

The man, believed to be
in his 20s, suffered a
broken arm but was in a
stable condition and was
expected to be released
yesterday.

Senior Sergeant Jeffrey
Smith from the Geelong
TMU said he was waiting
to receive the results of a
blood test to determine if
alcohol was a factor in the
crash.
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BORROW NOW
FOR

SUMMER
PROJECTS

119 Murray Street Colac a 5231 9400

134 Manifold Street Camperdown ia 5593 1585

4/22 Pascoe Street Apollo Bay ir 5237 6176

19B Curdie Street Cobden Tr 5595 1476

www.sewellsfinance.com.au
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SAN MAN
MATTRESS FACTOR)/ EST 1948

Odd SI"
titatttesSeS

Made to 
Ovder

Manufacturers of:
• Commercial Bedding
• Domestic Bedding

Retailers of:
• Bedding

• Bedroom Furniture
• Manchester

SANdMAN MATTRESS
62 Bromfield Street, Colac - Ph: 5231 1884 Fax: 5231 6864

ATTENTION
SCHOOL LEAVERS

Looking for work over the summer break? CA;)C
Gain new skills and increase your chances of employment!

NOVEMBER COURSES

JOB APPLICATION WORKSHOP

RESPONSIBLE SERVING OF ALCOHOL

RESPONSIBLE GAMBLING SERVICES

FRI 23RD (AM)

WED 28TH (PM)

THURS 29TH (PM)

DECEMBER COURSES

BAR ATTENDANT'S COURSE

FOOD HYGIENE FOR FOOD HANDLERS

FOOD HYGIENE FOR VOLUNTEERS

WED 5m (Pm)

TIES 11TH (AM)

TUES 11TH (AM)

(am) - Morning (pm) - Afternoon/Evening

Colac ACE 6 Murray Street COLAC Ph: 5231 9500

Colac Otway
S HIRE

Naturally Progressive

PUBLIC NOTICE
Temporary Road Closure,
Binns Road

Council wishes to advise that
Binns Road will be closed to all traffic
from Great Ocean Road to the
Aire River Bridge until further Notice.

This closure is in place for the
purposes of public safety as a large
landslip has occurred along a section
of Binns Road after recent heavy
rains.

Access is still available to
Beauchamp Falls and Hopetoun Falls
from Binns Road via Beech Forest
Road.

Council apologises for any
inconvenience.

For further information please contact
the Colac Otway Shire on 5232 9400.

Tracey Slater
Chief Executive Officer

www.colacotway.vic.gov.au
2133161.E15111
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18" cut Honda GXV160
5.5 HP mulch & catch, Rear discharge

3 in 1, was $679NOWSIMP

20" cut Honda GXV160
5.5 HP Mulch & Catch, Rear discharge

3 in 1, was $739

LAWN TRACTORS
13.5 HP Tecumseh Formula OHV engine

with Van -Speed Shift-On-The-Go 6 speed selection.
It is fitted with a 96cm (38') 3-N-1 cutting deck.

was $253oneffinig

The Troy-Bilt "Pony"
17.5 HP Briggs & Stratton lic engine, 107cm
42" twin blade 3-N-1 cutting deck, 7 speed,

"Shift-N-Go" transmission, pivoting front axle.

was $2999MOW.M.
PLUS FREE GARDEN HAND TOOL SET

When you want a solid lawn tractor for your money,
it doesn't get any easier than the 1000 Series Lawn
Tractors. With features like the SmartJet" deck wash
system and RevTEK" reverse mowing technology,

mowing is easier than ever. And when you look
at features like a powerful Kohler,' engine

and the ever reliable HydroGear"
transmission, it

is easy to see
why buying a
1000 Series
Lawn
Tractor

is such
a smart
decision.

20" cut Honda GXV160
5.5 HP Self-Propelled, Rear discharge 3 in 1

Mulch N Catch, was $829
also 22" Self-Propelled

22" cut Honda GXV160
5.5 HP 3 speed Self-Propelled, Rear
discharge 3 in 1 Mulch N Catch,

was $1100 NOW EOM

16 HP Kohler OHV engine
with Autodrive and Cruise Control. It has a large 107cm (42")

3-N-1 cutting deck. was $3190 NEWarla

20 HP Kohler V-Twin OHV engine
with Autodrive and Cruise Control. It has a large 107cm (42")

3-N-1 cutting deck. was $3850ffinampr
23 HP Kohler® V-Twin OHV engine

with Autodrive and Cruise Control. It has a large 117cm (46")

3-N-1 cutting deck. was $4180.111/$1111111

Premium Kohler,

Engines
Extended durablity that quietly
goes about its business.

Serviceable Hydrostatic

Transmission
Easy-To-Use, operates more efficiently and
cooler. Oil drain
allows you to change
transmission oil so it
lasts longer

Cast-Iron Front Axle
- The heaviest in its class

Victa
Lawn

Mowers

1

Automotive-Style

Rear Axle
A tough-built lawn
tractor uses

tough parts.
We use four
bolt wheel •

hubs for
added
durability
and ease of
maintenance.

$1000s dollars

There's a STIHL for everyone
5171/1

The fact that we back our 4-Mix
brushcutters with a 2 year commercial
warranty means that we're confident
that STIHL brushcutters are good
enough to excel under heavy work
loads.
Professional users also benefit from
the dual 4-Mix technology which
reduces engine emissions and
provides incredible engine torque
when the going gets tough.
Fully automatic nylon head.
No bumping or tapping,
just feeds out automatically.

High Torque Pro
FS 90 R
Brushcutter
was t;›,',

Cleaning is a breeze

BG 65 Blower

$399

Lightweight r:c.
& versatile
FS 38

Handyman's friend

MS 170 MiniBoss®
was $391  

now $349
Ideal for around the home,
you can take charge of
occasional pruning and
firewood preparation yourself.

STIHL,
easy=start

Larger backyards
beware!
FS 55 RC
Brushcater
was
now

$399
This straight shaft
brushcutter is built to
give you the upper
hand in the jungle
warfare around
your home.

Pro

best

seller

FS 85 R
Brush cutter

was
$.59V
now

$499

Short back & sides
HS 45 Hedge

Trimmer

The lightweight design is exceptionally
well balanced, making it easy and

comfortable to use.

Geelong Mowers

It Edges

$190

Simply connect

with the unique self

aligning power

coupling

AUSTRALIA'S NO.1
MULTI-FUNCTI
POWER

It Brushe

$620

It Sweeps

$770
It Cuts

$190
It Cultivates

It Trinni It Prunes 
$480

$520 $440

STIHL,
easy=-start

KM 55 RC
CombiEngine

$39-7

STIHL
itruri
KM 90 R

CombiEngine

KM 85 R 0121111.-
CombiEngine

+ OT/H1  SPECIALIST DEALER NETWORK 137 Fyans Street, Geelong South,

Tel 5229 3924 Open until .1 pm Saturday
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Forrest Apollo Bay Coach. 1916. Driver Tom Curti

FORUST AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
80 Kents Rd. Forrest 3236 Tel. 03 52 366 327 Email Kenw@pipeline.com.au

A SINCERE HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR MEMBERS

We received a very good response to our first newsletter. Some have

started researching and writing while others have supplied new photos

and information. We are pleased to welcome the following 18 new

members since compiling the list for the first newsletter.

Maureen Ward, John Weickhirdt, Audrey and Ken Miller, Edith Strickland, Ben

Mattingly, Apollo Bay Historical Centre, Jim Spiers, Nora Potter, Alan Potter, J
osephine

(Josie) Llewellyn (Frizon), Peter Shanahan, Alf (Darkie) and Mavis Trew, Pa
m and

Trevor Jennings, Wendy Fletcher, Lions Club Forrest (donation $50), Yvonne

Harrington-Hunt, Phil Armistead (Christmas gift from daughter Nerrida).

We are planning some interesting activities for the New Year:

• A Hop Growing Field Day in which we will be shown where and how it

happened by those members who went there and did it!

• A Back to Yaugher Day to find out where the vanished school, Anglica
n

Church, mill and railway station were actually located from those members

who remember. We will develop a map and gather stories.

• We have kindly been invited to visit the Apollo Bay Historical Centre,
 to

see their museum and collection. The day wi l l include a tour of historic sites

i ncluding the Cable Station Museum.

We want to know if our members are able to attend week day

activities and if so any days which are difficult. Could you please cut

off and return the questionnaire below in the envelope provided.

Name:

Are you able to attend daytime activities on week days? Yes or No?  

If yes, please cross out any days that do not normally suit you:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
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FORREST AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FORREST HISTORY

DATA SHEET

Welcom to tIe HOP FIELDS DISCOVERY DAY 14th October 2007

The best informa-
tion we have on the
hop fields at Forrest
appeared in the
Echo on Wednesday
July 25 1984. it was
written by Jane
Shennan based on

local interviews.

Many thanks to
Edna Crabbe and
Delwyn Seebeck
who provided the
original newspaper

clippings.

Edna Crabbe,
above, has also
supplied photos and

information (see p4)
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PAGE 2 HOPFIELDS DISCOVERY DAY WELCOME TO THE

Echo article continued..

SMALL PLOTS
The list of settlers who began farming small plots

along the river flats included Smith. Wood, Fletcher.
Bartlett, Malhouf, Ireland and Porteus.
Fletcher. Bartlett and Ireland grew hops, along with a

later settler, George Reid.
'Fiddler Fletcher was the first to plant hops and his

land lay near the site of the current West Barwon Dam.
Bartlett chose the river flats to the east of Forrest. while
Reid's land was towards Gerangamete. Ireland selected
land along the West Barwon River where the Colac
Road now runs.
Fletcher was perhaps better known for his virtuosity

with the violin at local dances. At one time the upstairs
drying floor of his hop barn was a popular venue for the
weekly event.
Neither he, nor Bartlett and Reid produced vast quan-

tities of hops and it seems likely they ceased production
early this century.

It was left to Ireland to develop the industry. When
talking of hops to the locals today, most mention
Ireland only.

Ireland had five small paddocks of hops, ranging in
size from about one hectare to 10 hectares.
From the town the first field was known as the 'Stile

Hops'. because a stile was built over the fence.
Then there was the Bridge Hops, Seebeck's Hops.

Tyre Hops — located near Tyrell's house, and the
Home Hops. near Ireland's own house.
Work began In the fields in October. Mrs. Jennings

recalls pruning and tying up hops and cutting tendrils.
generally preparing the plants for harvest for a month or
two before Christmas.
Picking hew late in February or early March. The

Fields were picked in rotation, depending on which field
was ripe first.

Pickers always wore protective clothing. Hops stainedand some form of apron was worn. Hands were strappedand gloves put over the top, otherwise the skin would beshredded.
Armed with forks, the pickers pulled the vines down.and stripped them into specially made bins. When thebins were hill. the hops were carted away to the kilnswhere they were dried and baled, and then railed to thebrewery.
Mrs. Jennings remembers Bert Ireland was a stickler,for thorough work and every last sine, every leaf, had tobe picked up. There was no waste in his gardens and hesupervised the work carefulls.

FAMILY AFFAIR
Among the families who picked with Mrs. Jennings in

the 1930s were Robertsons, Sandersons. Hutchisons.Seebecks, Wilsons. Harkness. Blacks. Newcombe,
Hamms and Evans.
Three of Bert Ireland's sisters also helped — Henriet-ta James, Melissa McDermott. and Mary Carroll. whileanother sister. Elsie. was the cook.
Another Forrest resident. sawmiller Cliff Frizon. re-calls Bert Ireland was a non-drinker and claimed noneof his hops was used to make beer. But it was well-known that the Ballarat Brewing Company bought theCIOD.
Mrs. Jennings' brother, Mr. Bob Hutchison, who now

lives at Henty, was employed by Bert Ireland to care for
the hops.
His yob was to prune the hops, string the vines on to

the wire and train the plants up the strings.
Other pre-season preparations included repairing and

cleaning the kilne and burning charcoal. That took
place at Ireland's Home site where two kilns were burnt.
Coke was carted from the railway station. Chaff bags

were washed and dried for use in the wardens.
All the coke had to be kept free of coal and cinders.

otherwise the hops would be tainted. 

Hops and high times
• Hop growing was a thriving industry at Forrest
from the turn of the century until the early
1930's.

Growers used to train the hops up the tall poles
shown in the picture below. Hop picking was a
family affair and provided an annual opportunity
for a great community get-together.

As the bags Of hops were brought in. they were
emptied and spread about 18 inches deep onto hessian
sheets.
Each morning the hops were turned to ensure even

drying. At night sulphur was sprinkled on the fires to
help the hops maintain the natural color and to kill in-
sects.

In the last step of the process, the hops were pressed
into wool packs and taken to the station.
Hops pickers were paid at the rate of fourpence a

bushel and it was a good day's work to earn I pound.
Possibly the highest wages paid over the years was 43
pound for a season's work.

Ireland was a wealthy man who played his cards
close. Cliff also remembers him being asked later in life
about the money to be made from hops. Ireland. giving
little away, replied that the smallest garden never made
less than 900 pounds profit a year.
The industry came to a close during the Second

World War, for several reasons.
By then Ireland was an old man and ready to retire.

As well, labor was extremely difficult to acquire and
hops picking is certainly labor intensive.
A third reason was the birds. Although they had

always enjoyed the hops, the war meant the birds had a
field day, because a shortage of ammunition guaranteed
their safety.
But if the birds helped destroy the industry, then

nature had the last laugh on the birds.
As the hops ripened, parrots, galahs and cockatoos

descended. Before long, rows of intoxicated birds would
be hardly able to stand, let alone fly.
There is little evidence today other than the cleared

fiats that a thriving industry once existed. These flats
now support a dairy industry .. but that is another story.

Pain Jennings found these interesting quotes from the Colac Herald

13.2.1885
The hop crop this season promises to turn out
unusually well and picking will commence in
about 10 days time. The yields will be much
greater than in the previous year, a large number of
vines have now reached maturity and growers
better understand the cultivation of the delicate
plant. Mr Bartlett's field is said to be looking
remarkably well and he is erecting a new kiln
which will be finished in a couple of days. Grow-

ers anticipate serious difficulty in obtaining pickers,
the demand exceeding the supply.
10.3.1885
The boisterous weather caused considerable damage
to the hop plantations. Several fresh hands have been
engaged to re-erect the poles or secure them with
props. Messrs Blundy and Bartlett are the greatest
sufferers. On Messrs Ireland's and Blundy's planta-
tions the yields will be first class.

The plantations of Barlett,
Blundy, Woods and others are
looking well.

5/4/1889
Hop picking has now been
completed. Although the
number of cultivators has been
narrowed down to 2 growers.
Blundy & Ireland, the crop
averaged 8 cwt per acre and
12 cwt — due to irrigation and
the rains that fell at New Year
and dryness of the season.
Usually 15 cwt As the hop is
now commanding higher
market values than for some
years it is likely to cause a
revival of this waning branch
of agriculture. A warning to
those going into the industry —
need previous knowledge, a
man is needed to do the poling
the remainder of the work can
be performed by women and
children. A small plantation

can be worked by any man who has a
large family to attend to the plants and
assist at picking so he had nothing to pay
away in labour in years of low prices.

22/10/1889 Phenomenal downpour— Mr
Ireland's hop plantation considerably
damaged. Wilson, Blundy & Bird suf..
fered slightly.



WELCOME TO THE HOPFIELDS DISCOVERY DAY

Bruce Neale's hop-picking days be-
gan when he was a pupil at Forrest
Primary School. On a few occasions
one year he absented himself from
class and headed off to the hop gar-
dens at Beale Ireland's, under cover
of the raging flu epidemic which had
many of the class in and out of
school as the bug struck. Confident
that his parents would assume he
was in class, Bruce would head off
to school . Confident that the teacher
would assume he was home with the
flu,.he would by-pass school and
walk to the hop gardens. It was a
good little lurk until the day he saw
his father in earnest conversation
with the teacher. Prudence then
suggested to Bruce that he give up
the hop garden and get back to
school.

Later, when he had left school and
returned to Forrest from Ballarat, he
again went to the hop gardens, this
time as a lad of fifteen or sixteen,
and this time as a genuine paid
worker. The hop picking was sea-
sonal work, probably lasting a cou-
ple of months, depending on how
the weather had been, how well the
hops had grown, and the usual con-
ditions for seasonal harvests.

The vines were grown up along
strings, perhaps to a height of
around twelve feet. Picking started
when the hops were ripe. The
women pickers would pull a vine
down, lay it over their bin, and stand
beside the bin scraping the hops off
into it. The bins were made of hes-
sian in a wooden framework. One
woman on each side would carry
these hessian and wood bins along
their row. The women occasionally
"fluffed" the hops up to make them
larger, because the more measures
picked, the more pay they got.
Bruce's job was as "gofer" for old Mr
Woods. He was a Geelong man who
came to Irelands for the season, and
was the "busheller" or measurer.
When each bin got too heavy, and at
the end of the day, the pickers would

BERTIE IRELAND

Here Gillian Neale has re-
corded some of husband
Bruce's memories of the
Hop Picking days.

Bruce and Gill Neale being inter-
viewed by a student at the School.

call for the busheller to empty them,
which he did with a tin can holding the
equivalent of a bushel, into bags similar
to chaff bags. Bruce would hold the bag
while Mr Woods tipped the hops from the
bins into the bag. Then Bruce would tie
the tops of the bags and stack them. Mr
Woods recorded the number of bushells
per picker for payment purposes. Bruce
remembers that the women would
"sweet talk" Mr Woods as they tried to
fluff up the hops to make as great a
quantity as possible. Mr Woods was also
getting advice from Bertie Ireland about
making sure that the hops were not be-
ing fluffed up!

Sometimes the pickers found that the
vine would break, or the string it grew up
on wouldn't break. If there were any
hops left on this vine, Bruce's job was to
twist a long pole with a hook on the end
of it, to get the vine down and harvest
the hops. Between retrieving these vines
and helping to transfer the bin contents
into the bags, Bruce also picked hops .

The women, including Polly Dowie the
district nurse, Ila Evans, Nettie Rourke,
May Jennings, and some wives of the
timber workers away in the bush for the
week, would walk from Forrest to Ire-
land's hop gardens. They crossed the
bridge over the Barwon River, at a point
opposite the bend between McNabb's
entrance and Roadknight Creek Road..
The bulk of the gardens were on these
river flats. Less popular was the
hop garden up at Ireland's house,
as this involved an even longer
walk. Several mothers brought
children with them for the day.
There were no amenities . You
brought your own food and ate
when you felt like it. Bruce's
weekly pay was two pounds four-
teen shillings.

The hops couldn't be left in the

bins all night. In the evening Bertie
Ireland turned up with two horses
and a wagon. Bruce helped .load the
wagon with the bags, which Berfte
then took back to the kiln at the
house. Bruce remembers sometimes
helping unload these. Inside the
oast, the pickings had to be spread
out over a wide area, elevated, with
fires underneath.

Bruce also remembers that Bertie
was very "keen". After Bruce had
helped spread the hops out, he had
to check the cuffs of his trousers,
because Bertie was worried some
hops might have got caught in them.

The fires would be kept going and
the hops would be dried overnight.
Then when they were properly dry,
they were pressed. . Bertie Ireland
had a couple of sidekicks for this job
After pressing, the hops were baled.
When there were enough bales to
make the trip worthwhile, Bertie
would bring them in to the railhead
at Forrest. He had a horse and cart
for the paddocks and an old vehicle,
a big Hudson (he called it the big
Hoodson), with an engine twice as
long as the tray for carting the hops
to Forrest. On one trip to the rail-
head, Bertie rounded the pub corner
at a rapid speed. Seated on the
bales to keep them in place on the
tray was Arthur Coulson. As Bertie
rounded the corner, Arthur was
thrown off the vehicle. Bertie arrived
at the railhead just as poor Arthur
staggered up the road behind him.
"Hallo Arthur!" Bertie said. "Where
did you get off?"

Bertie Ireland lived with his sister
Elsie. He was the only local hop
grower. There was a dairy on the
property but Bruce has no recollec-
tion of whether he was milking at this
time as well.

Bertie was also noted for having a T
model Ford. Occasionally he would
drive to Melbourne. He had a crook
leg which he'd hang out on the run-
ning board as he drove. He is a sig-
nificant part of Forrest's history.
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Here we see the origi-
nal hop press being
removed from the
hop drying barn
around 2001 before

I its demolition.

We afe iinAt gfatetiil
to Beverley Roche and
,John Gabb for 1J -4-
mission to visit the
Site.
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Reg Griffith, above, was the spraypuller. the man with a long pole to pull
the hops that didn't come down when the vine was pulled. Above is my
Mum and family at the hop fields. Aunty May she was known to everyone
although she was Mrs John Wilson. Mum and Mavis, Thelma, Dorrie, Alf
and Arthur used to walk from where Fay Grant's dairy is (corner Seven
Bridges Rd and Colac Rd) to the hop fields from daylight til dark at night by
the time they walked home again. That would last for 6 weeks from March
til mid April. Edna Crabbe
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FNeighbourhood House Program

Bulletin No.7

orrest and District
October 2007

Something good is cooking in Forrest

The delicious smells wafting

from the Forrest Hall kitchen on

Thursday 16th August were too

good to resist for many folk who

tucked into a tasty lunch provided

by our fabulous German cooks

Thea and Barb.

Those attending the 'How To'

session before hand were let into

the secrets of preparing Spaetzli

or Knoepfli, a traditional noodle.

Also on the menu, baked fennel

in cheese sauce followed by berry

fruit flan.

Keep an eye on the calendar for the

next 'What's Cooking' session.

Hop Fields Discovery Day October 14
Join us for a Hop Fields Discovery Day Sunday

14th October

The hop fields at Forrest played a very important part

of town life in the first half of the last century. They

provided a very useful additional income, particularly

for women, during the picking season and we can

well imagine that it was also a great social occasion

with plenty of opportunities for town gossip as the

work went on. The hop growing ceased when the

Geelong Brewery which purchased the harvest was

acquired by Carlton United Brewery who drew their

hops from Tasmania.

We will gather at the Terminus Hotel at Forrest

between 10.30 and 11.00 for morning tea. Our

archive and Library will be available for inspection.

Around 11.30 we will view a film on hop growing

in the Derwent Valley in Tasmania right from the

planting and growing of the hops through harvesting

to processing and bailing. This will give us a really

good idea of what happened at the Forrest hop

fields and will be an opportunity for those who can

remember to tell us about how it was here.

We will have lunch at the Hotel. It

will be a set menu and

Shane has promised to keep the price as low as

possible. However he requires us to guarantee the

numbers so could members please let Ken know

that they intend to come along.

Around 2.00 pm we will go out and have a look

at the Hop field sites. We have been fortunate to

obtain permission from Beverley Roche and John

Gabb, who now own the farm where the hops barn

was located for the drying and bailing etc., to visit

that site.

The Historical Society is now part of the Forrest

Neighbourhood House Program and we are

therefore able to access the Otway Health mini

bus. This means we will be able to collect from

Colac those older members who would find it

easier to come by bus and we will also use the

mini bus to tour the hop field sites for as many

as the bus will hold. Would Colac people please

let Ken know if you need to be picked up. Phone

52366327.

For more information about

the Forrest Neighbourhood House Program

please contact: Nettie Hulme

Forrest Neighbourhood House Co-ordinator Cl- Forrest General Store

Email: otwayhealth@swarkvic.gov.au Ph: (03) 5236 6397 or 0418 896 061
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Ken Widdowson

From: Pam & Trevor Jennings Rjennings@bigpond.com]

Sent: Sunday, 2 September 2007 5:49 PM

To: Ken Widdowson

Subject: Re: Hop Growing

Happy to help - we are heading to Darwin 11th Sept to catch up with our dau & son-in-law who are travellin
g

around Australia for the year. We will be back Grand Final Day so if the next FHS outing is before then,

please tender our apologies. Pam & Trey

— Original Message —
From: Ken VViddowson 
To: 'Pam & Trevor Jennings'
Sent: Sunday, September 02, 2007 5:40 PM
Subject: RE: Hop Growing

That's wonderful information Pam Many thanks. The next Newsletter is in the mail announcing our Hops

discovery day. Thanks again, Warmly, Ken

From: Pam & Trevor Jennings [mailto:tjennings@bigpond.com]

Sent: Sunday, 2 September 2007 11:31 AM

To: Ken Widdowson
Subject: Hop Growing

Please find attached refs from Colac Herald re hop frowing. Regards, Pam

Colac Herald references

13.2.1885

The hop crop this season promises to turn out unusually well and picking will commence in about

10 days time. The yields will be much greater than in the previous year, a large number of bines

have now reached maturity and growers better understand the cultivation of the delicate plant. Mr

Bartlett's field is said to be looking remarkably well and he is erecting a new kiln which will be

finished in a couple of days. Growers anticipate serious difficulty in obtaining pickers, the demand

exceeding the supply.

10.3.1885

The boisterous weather caused considerable damage to the hop plantations at. Several fresh hands

have been engaged to re-erect the poles or secure them with props. Messrs Blundy and Bartlett are

the greatest sufferers. On Messrs Ireland's and Blundy's plantations the yields will be first class.

The plantations of Barlett. Blundy Woods and others are looking well.

24/3/1885

Hops carted to Birregurra railway. The kilns are of a most primitive construction and it takes twice

the time to dry the hops that a good modern kiln would. A drawback is the lack of pickers but no

doubt giving a 3 weeks holiday to the school children, and by sending to Geelong for pickers, this

difficulty could be overcome.. The Murroon district was settled well over 20 years ago and is much

more populous and thriving, though very little hop growing is at present going on. Hopes grown by

26/09/2007
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Ken Widdowson

From: Pam & Trevor Jennings Rjennings@bigpond.com]

Sent: Wednesday, 5 September 2007 5:02 PM

To: Ken Widdowson

Subject: More Colac Herald refs

HOP GROVVING

More Colac Herald references

8.5.1885

The hop crop at Gerangamete this season promises to be far above average. More

attention is being paid to the picking and packing of the plant than a few years back and the

mere fact of being able to place the article before the public in a well-conditioned manner

should be the means of increasing the demand for it. The first consignment of hops

comprising of 16 bales from Henry Chappell at Murroon arrived in Birregurra on Tuesday

consigned to Ms J H Eller & Co. The samples of hops grown by Mr Chappell are quite

equal if not superior to the Gippsland hop. The great disadvantage on the part of the locally

grown hops being that they are not properly dried and the growers in this district should pay

more attention to this important matter, which regulates the value of the article to a very

great extent. The culture of the hop is yet in its infancy and when the requirements of the

plant are better understood, I believe it will be extensively cultivated in the forest country as

both the soil and climate are eminently suited for its production.

15.5.1885

The hop crop in the Barwon Valley has now been gathered estimated at some 200 bales.

Considerable damage was done to the leaf by storms and the difficulty in getting the crops

picked reduced the yields very much. Some high tallies in picking were made this season: 2

men having gathered 39 and 42 bushels respectively which shows that an energetic picker

can make very good wages at the prices offered.

26/6/1885

The hop market is so low that many of the Gippsland farmers intend rooting their plants up

and going in for maize, bus as gentleman informs us that this is not so easily done as land

once planted with hops was most difficult to clear again — in fact it became a most

troublesome weed.

7/8/1885

The hop growing industry which had been making rapid strides during the past few years

seems to be on the wane on account of low prices. Some growers are talking of eradicating

their crops whilst others are still undecided. Some of the growers still have last season's

crops in their barns hoping for a price rise.

3/11/1885

26/09/2007
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Forrest hops back into its history
WHEN the Forrest and District
Historical Society decided to
hold a hops field discovery day
for its latest event it made the
assumption that some of its
older members would have
picked the crop.
However, the group soon dis-

covered they were wrong.
Hops fields finished in the

early war years and the only
experienced hop pickers were
probably buried at the Yaugher
Cemetery.
There were only a few child-

hood memories in the group.
The group decided to investi-

gate the hops fields because of
an article written by Jane
Shennan in the echo on July 25,
1984.
Ms Shennan interviewed the

late May Jennings, a former
proprietor of a shop in the main
street of Forrest, who told the
whole hops fields story.
The group was surprised to

discover there were many famil-
ies who started growing hops in
the 1890's including one of the
first Stephen Blundy who mi-
grated from Kent, England
which was a major growing area
for hops.
Recently, society members

got together to read the echo
article in detail.
They then saw a slide show

which explained the whole pro-
cess combining pictures of cur-
rent and past hop growing in
the Derwent Valley, Tasmania,
and some pictures members
provided of the early hop pick-
ing days at Forrest.
Ladies picked in full length

dresses, pinafores and bonnets.
Many children accompanied

their parents to help with the
pick.
The group then toured the

Forrest paddocks where the
hop fields were located and the
site of the drying shed demol-
ished in 1999.
Frank Whitehead pointed out

the bridge which hop grower,
Bertie Ireland used to access
his property and brother Don
Whitehead located the track
from the Forrest township to
the nearest hop field where the
stile was located over the first
fence.

Forrest and District Historical Society members stand by a temporary sign erected to indicate

the site of the "Stile" paddock, the one nearest to the Forrest Township.

An early photograph showing women wearing long dresses and bonnets picking hops.

Residents quizzed about centre
COLAC residents will be sur-
veyed to determine how the
Colac Youth and Recreation Cen-
tre will be developed.
The centre, at the Colac Cen-

tral Reserve, is one of the pro-
posed community components of
the Beechy Precinct Project.
Colac Otway Shire recreation

and arts manager Marg Scanlon
said there was currently six reg-
ular user groups, with the
majority of use on weekday even-
ings.
"The survey aims to determine

what people would like to see in
the redevelopment and what
their interest would be in using
the facility in the future," Ms
Scanlon said.
"There is potential to

redevelop the building or expand
it depending on the level of need
in the community and the avail-
ability of suitable funding.
"Some ideas could include the

addition of social space for pri-
vate functions or the inclusion of
functional rooms to meet specific
user needs.

"Any community group that is
interested in utilising the facility
can then have their needs fed into
any future plans for the build-
mg"
Subcommittee member, Cliff

Tann said his group the Colac
Wood Turners and Wood Crafters
Guild used the facility on a reg-
ular basis for both wood crafting
activities and for their social
gatherings.
"The Youth Club is an integral

facility in the Beechy Precinct as
it provides community facilities

for both active sport and passive
recreation," Mr Tann said.
"It's centrally located with
good car parking so improve-
ments to the building itself could
open it up to a wider range of
uses. "The subcommittee cer-
tainly encourages existing com-
munity groups to participate in
the survey so we can determine
the potential for this facility."
Survey forms are available from

the Shire's Colac Customer Ser-
vice Centre or by phoning
5232 9527.

•

EWELLS SF I NANCE
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ACN 068 955 733 AFS Licence No 23451i1

BORROW NOW
FOR

SUMMER
PROJECTS

119 Murray Street Colac .n• 5231 9400

134 Manifold Street Camperdown IT 5593 1585

4/22 Pascoe Street Apollo Bay ir 5237 6176

19B Curdie Street Cobden -a- 5595 1476

www.sewellsfinance.com.au

SAN MAN
MATTRESS FACTORY E3T19.18

Odd Size
attresses

Made to 
Wet

Manufacturers of:
• Commercial Bedding
• Domestic Bedding

Retailers of:
• Bedding

• Bedroom Furniture
• Manchester

SANdMAN MATTRESS
62 Bromfield Street, Colac - Ph: 5231 1884 Fax:. 5231 6854

Car rolls,
4 injured
Rainie Fraser

A BELMONT man was
flown to the Royal Mel-
bourne Hospital on
Sunday night after a
serious crash in Gherang
which also injured his
three passengers.

The 19-year-old driver is
believed to have sus-
tained facial, leg and back
injuries when the four-
wheel drive he was travel-
ling in rolled about
7.50pm, coming to a rest
on the drivers' side.

A police media
spokeswoman said the
driver "somehow lost con-
trol" while travelling
north-west along
Gherang Rd, near Cape
Otway Rd, failing to nego-
tiate a left bend and cross-
ing white lines to hit an
embankment on the op-
posite side of the road.

She said the car then
travelled some distance
down the road, hit a tree
and travelled further still
before striking a group of
trees and rolling over.

The spokeswoman said
all three male passengers
were taken to the Geelong
Hospital by paramedics in
serious but not life-
threatening conditions
but a Barwon Health
spokeswoman said only
one was admitted.

The man, believed to be
in his 20s, suffered a
broken arm but was in a
stable condition and was
expected to be released
yesterday.

Senior Sergeant Jeffrey
Smith from the Geelong
TMU said he was waiting
to receive the results of a
blood test to determine if
alcohol was a factor in the
crash.

ATTENTION
SCHOOL LEAVERS

Looking for work over the summer break?

Gain new skills and increase your chances of employment!

NOVEMBER COURSES

JOB APPLICATION WORKSHOP

RESPONSIBLE SERVING OF ALCOHOL

RESPONSIBLE GAMBLING SERVICES

FRI 2310 (AM)

WED 28TH (PM)

THURS 29m (m)

DECEMBER COURSES

BAR ATTENDANT'S COURSE

FOOD HYGIENE FOR FOOD HANDLERS

FOOD HYGIENE FOR VOLUNTEERS

WED 5TH (PM)

TUES 11TH (AM)

TIES 11TH (AM)

(am) - Morning (pm) - Afternoon/Evening

Colac ACE 6 Murray Street COLAC Ph: 5231 9500

C‘41
Colac Otway

S HIRE

Naturally Progressive

PUBLIC NOTICE
Temporary Road Closure,
Binns Road

Council wishes to advise that
Binns Road will be closed to all traffic
from Great Ocean Road to the
Aire River Bridge until further Notice.

This closure is in place for the
purposes of public safety as a large
landslip has occurred along a section
of Binns Road after recent heavy
rains.

Access is still available to
Beauchamp Falls and Hopetoun Falls
from Binns Road via Beech Forest
Road.

Council apologises for any
inconvenience.

For further information please contact
the Colac Otway Shire on 5232 9400.

Tracey Slater
Chief Executive Officer

www.colacotway.vic.gov.au
2133161.E15111
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Mr Robert Lucas — follow up on large hop growing articles (how to grow / pick/dry hops etc)

— 25/8/1885 & 28/8/1885 part II

"In my travels through the hop growing district on the Barwon I found the kilns of the worst

possible construction for saving time and making the best sample, and it is not the fault of

the hops of they are not good as the varieties will afford. The writer can supply plans and

specs if required".

26/09/2007
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Bruce's Hop-picking Reminiscences

Bruce Neale's hop-picking days began when he was a pupil at Forrest Primary School. On a few

occasions one year he absented himself from class and headed off to the hop gardens at Bertie

Ireland's, under cover of the raging flu epidemic which had many of the class in and out of school

as the bug struck. Confident that his parents would assume he was in class. Bruce would head off

to school. Confident that the teacher would assume he was home with the flu,.he would by-pass

school and walk to the hop gardens. It was a good little lurk until the day he saw his father in

earnest conversation with the teacher. Prudence then suggested to Bruce that he give up the hop

garden and get back to school.

Later, when he had left school and returned to Forrest from Ballarat, he again went to the hop

gardens, this time as a lad of fifteen or sixteen, and this time as a genuine paid worker. The hop

picking was seasonal work, probably lasting a couple of months, depending on how the weather

had been, how well the hops had grown, and the usual conditions for seasonal harvests.

The vines were grown up along strings, perhaps to a height of around twelve feet. Picking started

when the hops were ripe. The women pickers would pull a vine down, lay it over their bin, and

stand beside the bin scraping the hops off into it. The bins were made of hessian in a wooden

framework. One woman on each side would carry these hessian and wood bins along their row.

The women occasionally "fluffed- the hops up to make them larger, because the more measures

picked. the more pay they got. Bruce's job was as "gofer- for old Mr Woods. He was a Geelong

man who came to Irelands for the season, and was the "busheller- or measurer. When each bin got

too heavy. and at the end of the day, the pickers would call for the busheller to empty them, which

he did with a tin can holding the equivalent of a bushel, into bags similar to chaff bags. Bruce

would hold the bag while Mr Woods tipped the hops from the bins into the bag. Then Bruce

would tie the tops of the bags and stack them. Mr Woods recorded the number of bushells per

picker for payment purposes. Bruce remembers that the women would "sweet talk- Mr Woods as

they tried to fluff up the hops to make as great a quantity as possible. Mr Woods was also getting

advice from Bertie Ireland about making sure that the hops were not being fluffed up!

Sometimes the pickers found that the vine would break, or the string it grew up on wouldn't break.

If there were any hops left on this vine. Bruce's job was to twist a long pole with a hook on the

end of it, to get the vine down and harvest the hops. Between retrieving these vines and helping to

transfer the bin contents into the bags. Bruce also picked hops.

The women, including Polly Dowie the district nurse. Ila Evans, Nettie Rourke, May Jennings.

and some wives of the timber workers away in the bush for the week, would walk from Forrest to

Ireland's hop gardens. They crossed the bridge over the Banvon River, at a point opposite the



bend between McNabb's entrance and Roadknight Creek Road.. The bulk of the gardens were on

these river flats. Less popular was the hop garden up at Ireland's house, as this involved an even

longer walk. Several mothers brought children with them for the day. There were no amenities.

You brought our own food and ate when you felt like it. Bruce's weekly pay was two pounds

fourteen shillings.

The hops couldn't be left in the bins all night. In the evening Bertie Ireland turned up with two

horses and a wagon. Bruce helped load the wagon with the bags, which Bertie then took back to

the kiln at the house. Bruce remembers sometimes helping unload these. Inside the oast, the

pickings had to be spread out over a wide area, elevated, with fires underneath.

Bruce also remembers that Bertie was very -keen-. After Bruce had helped spread the hops out, he

had to check the cuffs of his trousers, because Bertie was worried some hops might have got

caught in them.

The fires would be kept going and the hops would be dried overnight. Then when they were

properly dry, they were pressed. . Bertie Ireland had a couple of sidekicks for this job After

pressing, the hops were baled. When there were enough bales to make the trip worthwhile. Bertie

would bring them in to the railhead at Forrest. He had a horse and cart for the paddocks and an old

vehicle, a big Hudson (he called it the big Hoodson), with an engine twice as long as the tray for

carting the hops to Forrest. On one trip to the railhead, Bertie rounded the pub corner at a rapid

speed. Seated on the bales to keep them in place on the tray was Arthur Coulson. As Bertie

rounded the corner. Arthur was thrown off the vehicle. Bertie arrived at the railliead just as poor

Arthur staggered up the road behind him. "Hallo Arthur!". Bertie said. -Where did you get off?"

Bertie Ireland lived with his sister Elsie. He was the only local hop grower. There was a dairy on

the property but Bruce has no recollection of whether he was milking at this time as well.

Bertie was also noted for having a T model Ford. Occasionally he would drive to Melbourne. He

had a crook leg which he'd hang out on the running board as he drove. He is a significant part of

Forrest's history
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Hops and high times
• Hop growing was a thriving industry at Forrest
from the turn of the century until the early
1930's.

Growers used to train the hops up the tall poles
shown in the picture below. Hop picking was a
family affair and provided an annual opportunity
for a great community get-together.

Throughout the
years successful
ventures in timber,
dairying and
general farming
have occurred in
the Otways.
Back in 1898 the

hop industry was
established and
lasted until the
early 1930's.
This week Jane

Shennan reports
from Forrest about
this interesting
venture. Read her
story on Page 6.

by JANE SHENNAN

Picking hops is hard work, but
in the days when hops reigned
supreme at Forrest, the season
provided an annual opportunity
for a great community get-
tog ether.
Pickers came from far and wide for the season, from

local townships. Colac. Geelong and Melbourne.
The pickers were mostly women, but relatives often

returned for a 'busman's holiday' to help out. Entire
families took part, and parents and children worked side
by side.
Even ,the school closed, but perhaps the choice was

empty seats anyway.
As far back as 1898 the season was an event and the

head teacher. Mr. Charles Stocks, wrote to the Educa-
tion Department explaining 'the Christmas holidays only
extend for one week — the longer vacation takes place
in March when the school is closed for three weeks for
hop picking'.
The days began before dawn and often ended after

dark.
Early pickers arriving in the gloom at 4 am would not

know who else would already be on the job.
So they would sing as they passed along the rows. re-

cognising voices in reply. Sometimes, when it grew light.
it would be a surprise to discover who was working
beside you.

ACHING BACKS 
According to Mrs. May Jennings who, as May

Hutchison, picked hops for many years. there were sore
hands and aching backs, but plenty of laughs and prac-
tical jokes.
And the jokers had their fun. More than one story

abounds about young men who wandered down to the
hops not intent on working. who found themselves
promptly seized and minus their trousers.
And the children had their share of mischief too. Not

being able to buy cigarettes. Mrs. Jennings remembers
making her own — from the honeysuckle growing in the
bush surrounding the fields. Not all of the children were
well enough to continue picking after a smoking session
either!
At the end of the season there was the pay to look

forward to. Although a bank operated one day a week
in Forrest, pay day was quite a party.
The amount of hops picked for the season would be

tallied, the bank in Colac advised and the cheques
drawn. Eager crowds awaited the arrival and then the
celebrations began. The season was over for another
year.
The earliest reference to hops growing in the region

suggests the first gardens were well established by about
1890 — just 10 years after the area was settled.

SMALL PLOTS 
The list of settlers who began farming small plots

along the over flats included Smith, Wood. Fletcher,
Bartlett, Malhouf. Ireland and Porteus.
Fletcher, Bartlett and Ireland grew hops, along with a

later settler., George Reid.
'Fiddler' Fletcher was the first to plant hops and his

land lay near the site of the current West Barwon Dam.
Bartlett chose the river flats to the east of Forrest, whils:
Reid's land was towards Gerangametee IrelatA1 selected
land along the West Barwon River where the Colac
Road now runs.
Fletcher was perhaps better known for his virtuosity

with the violin at local dances. At one time the upstairs
drying floor of his hop barn was a popular venue for the
weekly event.
Neither he, nor Bartlett and Reid produced vast quan-

tities of hops and it seems likely they ceased production
early this century.

It was left to Ireland to develop the industry. When
talking of hops to the locals today, most mention
Ireland only.

Ireland had five small paddocks of hops, ranging in
size from about one hectare to 10 hectares.
From the town the first field was known as the 'Stile

Hops', because a stile was built over the fence.
Then there was the Bridge Hops, Seebeck's Hops.

Tyrell's Hops — located near Tyrell's house, and the
Home Hops, near Ireland's own house.
Work began in the fields in October. Mrs. Jennings

recalls pruning and tying up hops and cutting tendrils.
generally preparing the plants for harvest for a month or
two before Christmas.
Picking began late in February or early Marcv The

fields were picked in rotation, depending on whiet• field
was ripe first.

• Forrest flashback: Mr. Bert Ireland
pictured taking hops to the drying kilns

at Forrest.

Pickers always wore protective clothing. Hops stained
and some form of apron was worn. Hands were strapped
and gloves put over the top. otherwise the skin would be
shredded.
Armed with forks, the pickers pulled the vines down,

and stripped them into specially made bins. When the
bins were full, the hops were carted away to the kilns
where they were dried and baled, and then railed to the
brewery.
Mrs. Jennings remembers Bert Ireland was a stickler

for thorough work and every last '.m e. every leaf, had to
be picked up. There was no waste in his gardens and he
supervised the work carefulk.

FAMILY AFFAIR
Among the families who picked with Mrs. Jennings in

the 1930s were Robertsons, Sandersons, Hutchisons.
Seebecks, Wilsons, Harkness, Blacks. Newcombe.
Mamma- and Evans.
Three of Bert Ireland's sisters also helped — Henriet-

ta James. Melissa McDermott, and Mary Carroll. while
another sister. Elsie. was the cook.
Another Forrest resident. say.miller Cliff Frizon, re-

calls Bert Ireland was a non-drinker and claimed none
of his hops was used to make beer. But it was well-
known that the Ballarat Brewing Company bought the
crop.

41, Continued —Page 8.

Hops and
high times

Continued from Page 6.

Mrs. Jennings' brother. Mr. Bob Hutchison, who now
lives at Henty, was employed by Bert Ireland to care for
the hops.
His job was to prune the hops, string the vines on to

the wire and train the plants up the strings.
Other pre-season preparations included repairing and

cleaning the kilne and burning charcoal. That took
place at Ireland's Home site where two kilns were burnt.
Coke was carted from the railway station. Chaff bags

were washed and dried for use in the gardens.
All the coke had to be kept free of coal and cinders.

otherwise the hops would be tainted.
As the bags of hops were brought in, they were

emptied and spread about 18 inches deep onto hessian
sheets.
Each morning the hops were turned to ensure eve

drying. At night sulphur was sprinkled on the fires t
help the hops maintain the natural color and to kill in
sects.

In the last step of the process, the hops were press
into wool packs and taken to the station.
Hops pickers were paid at the rate of fourpence

bushel and it was a good day's work to earn 1 poun
Possibly the highest wages paid over the years was 4
pound for a season's work.

Ireland was a wealthy man who played his car
close. Cliff also remembers him being asked later in Ii
about the money to be made from hops. Ireland. givi
little away, replied that the smallest garden never ma
less than 900 pounds profit a year.
The industry came to a close during the Seco

World War, for several reasons.
A By then Ireland was an old man and ready to retir
As well, labor was extremely difficult to acquire a

' hops picking is certainly labor intensive.
I A third reason was the birds. Although they h
always enjoyed the hops, the war meant the birds had
field day, because a shortage of ammunition guarante
their safety.
But if the birds helped destroy the industry, th

nature had the last laugh on the birds.
As the hops ripened. parrot,. 1, 9i.,hs and cockat

descended. Before long, rows of .--;:•-;c:ated birds wo
be hardly able to stand, let 1 .

There is little . .- e- a: than the clea
flats th' a thr;.. 1:..‘ existed. These 11
no' - aipoo a tlw oe;ust ry .. hut that is another sto



Music boosted
by tethnology

Newcomb High School's music teacher, Mr.Mark Irwin, is now able to teach 10 studentspiano at the same time with the introduction ofthe latest electronic technology into theschool's music room.

The recently acquired keyboard laboratoryincludes a teacher's keyboard and central con-sole, 10 student keyboards and headsets.

The $4500 laboratory was purchased withthe aid of Alcoa, the st:hool council andthe school's music programme parent supportgroup.

• Pictured demonstrating the new keyboardsis Mr. Irwin (left). Standing is Mr. PatrickJamieson, public relations manager of Alcoa,and Anthea Causon (left) and Adam Broad.

Breamlea cool
on fire plan

Most Breamlea residents acknowledge their town is susceptible to beingwiped out by fire and would reject any total fire plan as destructive to the localenvironment, it was claimed last week.
"I think there is a fairly

wide acceptance that if a
bushfire was to start at the
western end of the town
there was no way the town
would be saved." Mr. Ted
Howells. president of the
Breamlea Progress As-
sociation, told the Echo.
He said although some

people were concerned

with the fire risks associat-
ed with the township. the
majority accepted them as
part of everyday life there.
He was commenting on

a report by the CFA
Regional Officer for
Region 7. Mr. John
Bushby. which suggested a
fire prevention plan be
adopted for Breamlea.
The report. debated by

South Barwon City Coun-
cil. last week, contained
some contentious recom-
mendations which would
not meet with much favor

Council elections will be held throughout Victoriaon Saturday, August 4 and voting is compulsory.
T.:12 Minister for Local

Government. Mr. Frank
Wilkes, said this week it
would be the second year
of compulsory voting and
he expected there wouldbe few problems on pollingday.
"In some cases the sit-ting councillor will not beopposed and he or she isre-elected automaticallyand residents need notvote." said Mr. Wilkes.
Mr. Wilkes said general-

ly if a person was on the
State and Federal electoralrolls they would also be onthe appropriate municipal
off.
"However, if you have a• cond property such as a
oliday home, voting is not
ornpulsory in that
unicipality as long as that
roperty is not your main
ace of residence.
"If you are 70 years of
ge and over on May 1 you
o not have to vote either,
ta if you are enrolled, you
ay do so if you choose,
id Mr. Wilkes.
Mr. Wilkes said a postal
te could not be obtained
election day and there

II be no absentee voting.
The Shire of
inchelsea's two elections
11 be for the East and
a, ridings.
In the East Riding, Cr.
rney Parsons will be op-
sed by Mr. Peter
rshman. a farmer from

The challenger is Mrs.Deanne Axelrad. ofQueenscliff.

With no elections in Bar-
rabool. the following will
be re-elected: Cr. Tim Hill,
Cr. Hugh Moore and Cr..Pat Denham.

• The provision of 25-
metre diameter turning
circles in all streets with
dead ends.

City Engineer. Mr.
Laurie Miller. explained
that while he accepted the
plan was put forward in
the interests of the safety
of Breamlea residents.
some of the proposals
could not be achieved and
were not warranted.

Mr. Howells said he
believed that if the scrub
area near Point Impossible
caught fire and the prevail-
ing south-westerly wind
was blowing no plan could
save Breamlea in any case.
"For my own point of

view I would not want
Horwood Drive extended."
said Mr. Howells Who
aointed out the road ends
About two houseblocks
efore his own property.
There was also no room

or a turning circle to be
stablished in Horwood
rive as "there is just not

• fficier.L.soorn-fer-it,0,--.—
"If a total fire plan was
mployed for Breamlea
hen there would be a real
'anger the environment
ould be destroyed
ecause of the wind
rosion," said Mr. Howells,
_ Council voted to defer

 -onsideration of Mr.
 Bushby's plan until after aninspection of the town by
councillors next month.

Constraction of the St
Plaza at Torquay will not
planned.
The Geelong Regional

re-scheduled the progra
March.

This would have the co
1985 summer season.
A spokesman for the

"no suggestion that it had
Ha said there was 'SU

project arid prospective
the 1985 opening.
The project was po

schedule was too tight
the budding industry, the

•

Anglesea
carnival
interest
A South

Australian carnival
owner has applied
to Barrabool Shire
Council for
permission to
operate a carnival
at Anglesea over
the Christmas
holidays.

Mr. P. Cameron, of
Birkenhead, said in his let-
ter of app wiit
to make use of the carnival
site on the foreshore from
December 20 to the
Australia Day weekend.

He wants to put eightcaravans on site, plus twomajor rides or roun-dabouts, 10 to 12 games,and a canteen.

Council voted to ask him
to offer a tender price forthe site and time required.as well as other details.

Marina in limbo
• Continued

IVII However. Assistant Shire
Manager, Mr. Neville
McPherson. said he knewFURTH! nothing of the shire receiv-ing a letter of intent, but
added there were other
factors influencing delaysn the project.

'No delay'
Following alterations to

the scheme of arrangementa new agreement had to be
signed between the parties,
said Mr. McPherson.
"We are on to the eighth

or ninth draft. It has been
going backwards and
forwards, but things are
not stopped and have not
been held up." he insisted.
He said he would be in-terested to see the letter of

intent because the Govern-
ment still had to officially
approve a change in the
general arrangement planto allow staging within thefirst stage.

Mr. Mackenzie said the
letter of intent to preparelegislation was sent to the
Shire of Bellarine on April
30.

He said the shire was
still waiting to obtain de-
tailed specifications and
plans of what Grahame
Shaw and Partners pro-
posed to change in stage
one.
However, he added he

was keen to see the project
get under way as soon as
possible.



by JANE SHENNAN

Picking hops is hard work, but
in the days when hops reigned
supreme at Forrest, the season
provided an annual opportunity
for a great community get-
together.
Pickers came from far and wide for the season, from

local townships. Colac. Geelong and Melbourne.
The pickers were mostly women. but relatives often

returned for a 'busman's holiday' to help out.. Entire
families took part, and parents and children worked side
by side.
Even the school closed, but perhaps the choice was

empty seats anyway.
As far back as 1898 the season was an event and the

head teacher. Mr. Charles Stocks, wrote to the Educa-
tion Department explaining 'the Christmas holidays only
extend for one week — the longer vacation takes place
in March when the schgol is closed for three weeks for
hop picking'.
The days began before dawn and often ended after

dark.
Early pickers arriving in the gloom at 4 am would 9ot

know who else would already be on the job.
So they would sing as they passed along the rows. re-

cognising voices in reply. Sometimes, when it grew light,
it would be a surprise to discover who was working
beside you.

ACHING BACKS 
According to Mrs. May Jennings who. as May

Hutchison, picked hops for many years. there were sore
hands and aching backs, but plenty of laughs and prac-
tical jokes.
And the jokers had their fun. More than one story

abounds about young men who wandered down to the
hops not intent on working. who found themselves
promptly seized and minus their trousers.
And the children had their share of mischief too. Not

being able to buy cigarettes. Mrs. Jennings remembers
malcing her own — from the honeysuckle growing in the
bush surrounding the fields. Not all of the children were
well enough to continue picking after a smoking session
either!
At the end of the season there was the pay to look

forward to. Although a bank operated one day a week
in Forrest. pay day was quite a party.
The amount of hops picked for the season would be

tallied, the bank in Colac advised and the cheques
drawn. Eager crowds awaited the arrival and then the
celebrations began. The season was over for another
year.
The earliest reference to hops growing in the region

suggests the first gardens were well established by about
1890 — just 10 years after the area was settled.
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The list of settlers who began farming small plots
along the river flats included Smith. Wood, Fletcher.
Bartlett. Malhout. Ireland and Porteus

, Fletcherjartlett and Ireland grew hops, along with a
I. later settlerXeorge Reid.
'Fiddler' Fletcher was the first to plant hops and his

land lay near tne site of the current West Barwon Dam.
Bartlett chose the river flats to the east of Forrest, while
Reid's land was towards Gerangamele. i:reland selected
land along the West Barwon River where the Colac
Road now runs. .
Fletcher was perhaps better known for his virtuosity

With the violin at local dances. At one time the upstairs
drying floor of his hop barn was a popular venue for the
weekly event.
Neither he. nor Bartlett and Reid produced vaSt quan-

tities of hops and it seems likely they ceased production
early this century.

It was left to Ireland to develop the industry. When
talking of hops to the locals today, most mention

Ireland only.
Ireland had five small paddocks of hops, ranging in

size from about one hectare to 10 hectares.
• From the town the first field was known as the 'Stile

- Hops', because a stile was built over the fence.

Then there was the. Bridge Hops, Seebeck's Hops:
Tyrell's Hops — located near Tyrell's house, and the
Home Hops, rt?.ar Ireland's own house.
Work began In the fields in October. Mrs. Jennings

recalls pruning and tying up hops and cutting tendrils,

generally preparing the plants for harvest for a month or
two before Christmas.
. Picking began late in February ot early ?ditch. The
fields were pickedin ation,slepending.onwl, sichfield

IiIRP;444- ` 4̀..•

* Forrest flashback: Mr. Bert Ireland
pictured taking hops to the dtrying kilns

at Forrest.

•Pickers always wore protective clothing. Hops stained
and some form of apron was worn. Hands were strapped
and gloves put over the top. otherwise the skin would be
shredded.
Armed with forks, the pickers pulled the vines down.

and stripped them Ant() specially made bins. When the
bins were full, the hops were carted away to the kilns
where they were dried and baled, and then railed to the
brewery.
Mrs. Jennings remembers Bert Ireland was a stickler

for thorough work and every last sine, every leaf, had to
be picked up. There was no waste in his gardens and he
supervised the work carefulh.

FAMILY AFFAIR 
Among the families who picked with Mrs. Jennings in

the 1930s were Robertsons. Sandersons, Hutchisons,
Seebecks. Vv'ilsons, Harkness, Blacks. Newcombe.
Hamms and Evans.
Three of Bert Ireland's sisters also helped — Henriet-

ta James. Melissa McDermott. and Mary Carroll. while
..Prticr sier._ Elsie. was the cook.
Another I. • `Pest resident. sawmiller Cliff Frizon, re-

calls Bert Irela. '..was a non-drinker and claimed none
of his hops was . sed to make beer. But it was well-
known that the Esallarat Brewing Company bought the_
crop.

• Continued —



*Continued pvin. Peg. et
Mrs. Jennings' brother. Mr. Bob Hutchison: who now

lives at Henty,, was employed by Bert Ireland to care for
the hops. •
His job was to prune the hops. string the vines on to

, the wire and train the plants up the strings.
Other pre-season preparations included repairing and

cleaning the kilne and burning charcoal. That took
place at Ireland's Home site where two kilns were burnt. '

: Coke was carted from the railway station. Chaff bags ,
• were washed and dried for use in the gardens.

_ All the coke had to be kept free of coal and cinders,
otherwise the hops would be tainted.
As the bags of hops were brought in, they were

emptied and spread about 18 inches deep onto hessian
sheets.
Each morning the hops were turned: to.,ensure- even

• drying. At night sulphur was sprinkled, on *Ile- fires- to
help the hops maintain the natural color andio kill 

1
in-

sects. 
•

: In the last step of the process, the hops were pressed .
-r-Into wool packs and taken to the.station,• • .

Hops pickers were paid at the rate of ,,fourpence a, ,
bushel and it was a good day's wOrk to earn-I pound.
Possibly the highest wages paid over the years was 43
pound for a season's work.

Ireland was a wealthy man who played his cards.
'lose. Cliff also remembers him being asked later in life
about the money to be made from hops. Ireland. giving
little away, replied that the smallest garden never made,
less than 900 pounds profit a year.
The industry came to a close during the Second
World War, for several reasons. - •
By then Ireland was an old man and ready to retire.

i As well, labor was extremely difficult to acquire and
hops picking is certainly labor intensive. .- •
A third reason was the birds. Although they had

always enjoyed the hops. the war meant the birds had a
field day. because a shortage of ammunition guaranteed
their safety.
But if the birds helped destroy the industry. -then'

nature had the last laugh on the birds.
- As the hops ripened, parrots. galahs and cockatoos
descended. Before long, rows of intoxicated birds would
be hardly able to stand, let alone fly.
There is little evidence today other than the cleared

fiats:that a thriving industry once existed. These flats -
now support a dairy industry .. but that is another story.

• Readers with any news or pictures of The "old
1 days' in the Otways should contact Jane Shennan
on 612662.
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Hops and high times
• Hop growing was a thriving industry at Forrest
from the turn of the century until the early
1930's.

Growers used to train the hops up the tall poles
shown in the picture below. Hop picking was a
family affair and provided an annual opportunity
for a great community get-together.

Throughout the
years successful
ventures in timber,
dairying and
general farming
have occurred in
the Otways.
Back in 1898 the

hop ihdustry was
established and
lasted until the
early 1930's.
This week Jane

Shennan reports
from Forrest about
this interesting
venture. Read her
story on Page 6.
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Voting is
compulsory
Council elections will be

on Saturday, August 4 and

The Minister for Local
Government, Mr. Frank
Wilkes, said this week it
would be the second year
of compulsory voting and
he expected there would
be few problems on polling
day.
"In some cases the sit-

ting councillor will not be
opposed and he or she is
re-elected automatically
and residents need not
vote." said Mr. Wilkes.

Mr. Wilkes said general-
ly if a person was on the
State and Federal electoral
rolls they would also be on
the appropriate municipal
roll.
"However, if you have a

second property 

in 

as a
holiday home. voting is not
compulsory n that
municipality as long as that
property is not your main
place of residence.
"If you are 70 years of

age and over on May 1 you
do not have to vote either.
but if you are cnrolled, you
may do so if you choose,"
said Mr. Wilkes.
Mr. Wilkes said a postal

vote could not be obtained
on election day and there
will be no absentee voting.
The Shire of

Winchelsea's two elections
will be for the East and
Coast ridings.

In the East Riding. Cr.
Barney Parsons will be op-
posed by Mr. Peter
Marshman, a farmer from
Swaby's Lane. south of
Winchelsea.

In the Coast Riding. Cr.
Ken Mackenzie will be

Tar

held throughout Victoria
voting is compulsory.
The challenger is Mrs.
Deanne Axe!rad, of
Queenscliff.

With no elections in Bar-
rabool. the following will
be re-elected: Cr. Tim Hill.
Cr. Hugh Moore and Cr.
Pat Denham.

COM
FURTHP



Hops and
high times

• Continued from Page 6.

Mrs. Jennings' brother, Mr. Bob Hutchison. who now
lives at Henty, was employed by Bert Ireland to care for
the hops.
His job was to prune the hops, string the vines on to

the wire and train the plants up the strings.
Other pre-season preparations included repairing and

cleaning the kilne and burning charcoal. That took
place at Ireland's Home site where two kilns were burnt.
Coke was carted from the railway station. Chaff bags

were washed and dried for use in the gardens.
All the coke had to be kept free of coal and cinders.

otherwise the hops would be tainted.
As the bags of hops were brought in. they were

emptied and spread about 18 inches deep onto hessian
sheets.
Each morning the hops were turned to ensure even

drying. At night sulphur was sprinkled on the fires to
help the hops maintain the natural color and to kill in-
sects.

In the last step of the process, the hops were pressed
into wool packs and taken to the station.
Hops pickers were paid at the rate of fourpence a

bushel and it was a good day's work to earn 1 pound.
Possibly the highest wages paid over the years was 43
pound for a season's work.

Ireland was a wealthy man who played his cards
close. Cliff also remembers him being asked later in life
about the money to be made from hops. Ireland. giving
little away, replied that the smallest garden never made
less than 900 pounds profit a year.
The industry came to a close during the Second

World War, for several reasons.
By then Ireland was an old man and ready to retire.

As well, labor was extremely difficult to acquire and
hops picking is certainly labor intensive.
A third reason was the birds. Although they had

always enjoyed the hops, the war meant the birds had a
field day, because a shortage of ammunition guaranteed
their safety.
But if the birds helped destroy the industry, then

nature had the last laugh on the birds.
As the hops ripened, parrots. galahs and cockatoos

descended. Before long, rows of intoxicated birds would
be hardly able to stand, let alone fly.
There is little evidence today other than the cleared

flats that a thriving industry once existed. These flats
now support a dairy industry .. but that is another story.

• Readers with any news or pictures of the "old
days' in the Otways should contact Jane Shennan
on 612662.



Music boosted
by technology

Newcomb High School's music teacher, Mr.
Mark Irwin, is now able to teach 10 students
piano at the same time with the introduction of
the latest electronic technology into the
school's music room.

The recently acquired keyboard laboratory
includes a teacher's keyboard and central con-
sole, 10 student keyboards and headsets.

The $4500 laboratory was purchased with
the aid of Alcoa, the school council and
the school's music programme parent support
group.

• Pictured demonstrating the new keyboards
is Mr. Irwin (left). Standing is Mr. Patrick
Jamieson. public relations manager of Alcoa,
and Anthea Causon (left) and Adam Broad.

Breamlea cool
on fire plan

Most Breamlea residents acknowledge their town is susceptible to being
out by fire and would reject any total fire plan as destructive to the bcal

environment, it was claimed last week.

-I think there is a fairly
wide acceptance that if a
bushfire was to start at the
western end of the town
there was no way the town
would be saved." Mr. Ted
Howells. president of the
Breamlea Progress As-
sociation, told the Echo.

He said although some
people were concerned

LOAM, SAND,
GRAVEL
Pebbles,

with the fire risks associat-
ed with the township. the
majority accepted them as
part of everyday life there.

He was commenting on
a report by the CFA
Regional Officer for
Region 7. Mr. John
Bushhy, which suggested a
fire prevention plan he
adopted for Breamlea.

The report. debated by
South Barwon City Coun-
cil. last week, contained
some contentious recom-
mendations which would
not meet with much favor

• The provision of 25-
metre diameter turning
circles in all streets with
dead ends.

City Engineer, Mr.
Laurie Miller. explained
that while he accepted the
plan was put forward in
the interests of the safety
of Breamlea residents.
some of the proposals
could not be achieved and
were not warranted.

Mr. Howells said he
believed that if the scrub
area near Point Impossible
caught fire and the prevail-
g south-westerly wind

was blowing no plan could
save Breamlea in any case.
"For my own point of

view I would not want
Horwood Drive extended."
said Mr. Howells who
pointed out the road ends
about two housebloc ks
before his own property.
There was also no room

for a turning circle to be
established in Horwood
Drive as "there is just not
sufficient room for it."
"If a total fire plan was

employed for Breamlea
then there would be a real
danger the environment
would be destroyed
because of the wind
erosion." said Mr. Howells.
Council voted to defer

consideration of Mr.
Bushby's plan until after an
inspection of the town by
councillors next month.

Plaza
Construction of the $t

Plaza at Torquay will not c _
planned.
The Geelong Regional C

re-scheduled the progra
March.
This would have the co

1985 summer season.
A spokesman for the C

'no suggestion that it had
He said there was "soffit

project and prospective te
the 1985 opening.
The project was post

schedule was too tight gi
the building industry, the s

Anglesea
carnival
interest
A South

Australian carnival
owner nas applied
to Barrabool Shire
Council for
permission to
operate a carnival
at Anglesea over
the Christmas
holidays.

Mr. P. Cameron. of
Birkenhead, said in his let-
ter of application he wants
to make use of the carnival
site on the foreshore from
December 20 to the
Australia Day weekend.

He wants to put eight
caravans on site, plus two
major rides or roun-
dabouts. 10 to 12 games.
and a canteen.

Council voted to ask him
to offer a tender price for
the site and time required.
as well as other details.

Marina in limbo
• Continued

However, Assistant Shire
Manager. Mr. Neville
McPherson, said he knew
nothing of the shire receiv-
ing a letter of intent, but
added there were other
factors influencing delays
in the project.

'No delay'
Following alterations to

the scheme of arrangement
a new agreement had to be
signed between the parties.
said Mr. McPherson.
"We are on to the eighth

or ninth draft. It has been
going backwards and
forwards, but things are
not stopped and have not
been held up," he insisted.
He said he would be in-

terested to see the letter of

intent because the Govern-
ment still had to officially
approve a change in the
general arrangement plan
to allow staging within the
first stage.

Mr. Mackenzie said the
letter of intent to prepare
legislation was sent to the
Shire of Bellarine on April
30.

He said the shire was
still waiting to obtain de-
tailed specifications and
plans of what Grahame
Shaw and Partners pro-
posed to change in stage
one.
However, he added he

was keen to see the protect
get under way as soon as
possible.

22441
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• Hop growing was a thriving 

industry at Forrest

from the turn of the century until the early

1930's.

Growers used to train the hops up 
the tall poles

shown in the picture below. 
Hop picking was a

family affair and provided an 
annual opportunity

for a great community 
get-together.

4

hroughout the
years successful
ventures in timber,

dairying and
general farming

have occurred in
the Otways.
Back in 1898 the

hop industry was
established and
lasted until the
early 1930s.
This week Jane

Shennan reports
from Forrest about

this interesting

venture. Read her

story on Page 6.



by JANE SHENNAN

Picking hops is hard work, but
,in the clays when hops reigned
supreme at Forrest, the season
provided an annual opportunity
for a great community get-
together.
Pickers came from far and wide for the season, from

local townships, Colac, Geelong and Melbourne.
The pickers were mostly women, but relatives often

returned for a 'busman's holiday' to help out. Entire
families took part, and parents and children worked side
by side.
Even the school closed, but perhaps the choice was

empty seats anyway.
As far back as 1898 the season was an event and the

head teacher. Mr. Charles Stocks, wrote to the Educa-
tion Department explaining 'the Christmas holidays only
extend for one week — the longer vacation takes place
in March when the school is closed for three weeks for
hop picking'.
The days began before dawn and often ended after

dark.
Early pickers arriving in the gloom at 4 am would not

know who else would already be on the job.
So they would sing as they passed along the rows, re-

cognising voices in reply. Sometimes, when it grew light.
it would be a surprise to discover who was working
beside you.

ACHING BACKS 
According to Mrs. May Jennings who. as May

Hutchison, picked hops for many years, there were sore
hands and aching backs, but plenty of laughs and prac-
tical jokes.
And the jokers had their fun. More than one story

abounds about young men who wandered down to the
hops not intent on working, who found themselves
promptly seized and minus their trousers.
And the children had their share of mischief too. Not

being able to buy cigarettes. Mrs. Jennings remembers
maling her own — from the honeysuckle growing in the
bush surrounding the fields. Not all of the children were
well enough to continue picking after a smoking session
either!
At the end of the season there was the pay to look

forward to. Although a bank operated one day a week
in Forrest. pay day was quite a party.
The amount of hops picked for the season would be

tallied, the bank in Colac advised and the cheques
drawn. Eager crowds awaited the arrival and then the
celebrations began. The season was over for another
year.
The earliest reference to hops growing in the region

suggests the first gardens were well established by about
1890 — just 10 years after the area was settled.

SMALL PLOTS 
The list of settlers who began farming small plots

along the river flats included Smith. Wood. Fletcher.
Bartlett, Malhouf. Ireland and Porteus.
Fletcher. Bartlett and Ireland grew hops. along with a

later settler, George Reid.
'Fiddler' Fletcher was the first to plant hops and his

land lay near the site of the current West Barwon Dam.
Bartlett chose the river flats to the east of Forrest. while
Reid's land was towards Gerangamete. Ireland selected
land along the West Barwon River where the Colac
Road now runs.
Fletcher was perhaps better known for his virtuosity

with the violin at local dances. At one time the upstairs
drying floor of his hop barn was a popular venue for the
weekly event.
Neither he. nor Bartlett and Reid produced vast quan-

tities of hops and it seems likely they ceased production
early this century.

It was left to Ireland to develop the industry. When
talking of hops to the locals today, most mention
Ireland only.

Ireland had five small paddocks of hops. ranging in
size from about one hectare to 10 hectares.
From the town the first field was known as the 'Stile

Hops', because a stile was built over the fence.
Then there was the Bridge Hops, Seebeck's Hops,

Tyrell's Hops — located near Tyre house, and the ,
Home Hops, near Ireland's own house.
Work began in the fields in October. Mrs. Jennings

recalls pruning and tying up hops and cutting tendrils,
generally preparing the plants for harvest for a month or
two before Christmas.
Picking began late in February or early March. The

fields were picked in rotation, depending on which field
was ripe first.

Pickers always wore protective clothing. Hops stained
and some form of apron was worn. Hands were strapped
and gloves put over the top. otherwise the skin would be
shredded.
Armed with forks, the pickers pulled the vines down.

and stripped them into specially made bins. When the
bins were full, the hops were carted away to the kilns
where they were dried, and baled, and then railed to the
brewery.

, Mrs. Jennings remembers Bert Ireland was a stickler
for thorough work and every last vine, every leaf, had to
be picked up. There was no waste in his gardens and he
supervised the work carefully.

FAMILY AFFAIR
Among the families who picked with Mrs. Jennings in I

the 1930s were Robertsons. Sandersons. Hutchisons.
Seebecks, Wilsons, Harkness. Blacks. Newcombe.
Hamms and Evans.
Three of Bert Ireland's sisters also helped — Henriet-

ta James. Melissa McDermott, and Mary Carroll. while
another sister, Elsie. was the cook.
Another Forrest resident, sawmiller Cliff Frizon, re-

calls Bert Ireland was a non-drinker—and claimed none
of his hops was used to make beer. But it was well-
known that the Ballarat Brewing Company bought the
crop.

• Continued — Page 8.

-H. ops: and
high tithes
• Continued from Page 6.

Mrs. Jennings' brother, Mt. • Bob Hutchison, who now,
lives at Henty, was employed by Bert Ireland to care for
the hops.
His job was to prttne the hops, string the vines on to

the wire and train the plants up the strings,
Other pre-season preparations included 'repairing and

cleaning the kilne and burning charcoal. That took
place at Ireland's Home site where two kilns were burnt.
Coke was carted from the railway station. Chaff bags

were washed and dried for use in the gardens.
All the coke had to be kept free of coal and cinders,

otherwise the hops would be tainted.
As the bags of hops were brought in. they were

I emptied and spread about 18 inches deep onto hessian
sheets.
Each morning the hops were turned to ensure even

drying. At night sulphur was sprinkled on the fires to
help the hops maintain the natural color and to kill in-
sects.

In the last step of the process, the hops were pressed
into wool packs and taken to the station.
Hops pickers were paid at the rate of fourpence a

bushel and it was a good day's work to earn 1 pound.
Possibly the highest wages paid over the years was 43
pound for a season's work.

Ireland was a wealthy man who played his cards

close. Cliff also remembers him being asked liter in life

about the money to be made from hops. Ireland. giving '

little away, replied that the smallest garden never made

1 less than 900 pounds profit a year.
The industry came to a close during the Second
World War, for several reasons.

1 By then Ireland was an old man and ready to retire.
As well, labor was extremely difficult to acquire and

, hops picking is certainly labor intensive.
A third reason was the birds. Although they had

;always enjoyed the hops, the war meant the birds had a
'field day. because a shortage of ammunition guaranteed
' their safety.

But if the birds helped destroy the industry, then

'nature had the last laugh on the birds.
As the hops ripened, parrots. galahs and cockatoos

,descended. Before long, rows of intoxicated birds would

,be hardly able to stand, let alone fly.
There is little evidence today other than the cleared

Flats that a thriving industry once existed. These flats
now support a dairy industry but that is another story.

• Readers with any news or pictures of the "old
days' in the Otways should contact Jane Shennan
on 612662. 
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Mr H Chappell who has 6 acres on a rich flat running along the Pennyroyal Creek. The kin in the

best in the district.

5/4/1889

Hop picking has now been completed. Although the number of cultivators has been narrowed down

to 2 growers, Blundy & Ireland, the crop averaged 8 cwt per acre and 12 cwt — due to irrigation and

the rains that fell at New Year and dryness of the season. Usually 15 cwt As the hop is now

commanding higher market values than for some years it is likely to cause a revival of this waning

branch of agriculture. A warning to those going into the industry — need previous knowledge, a

man is needed to do the poling the remainder of the work can be performed by women and

children. A small plantation can be worked by any man who has a large family to attend to the

plants and assist at picking so he had nothing to pay away in labour in years of low prices.

The potato crops are looking well this season though the area under cultivation is not large, when

the railway is completed it is likely to increase if values can be maintained.

22/10/1889

Pheonomal downpour — Mr Ireland's hop plantation considerably damaged

Wilson, Blundy & Bird suffered slightly

26/09/2007
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Ken Widdowson

From: JOAN BLUNDY [joancam2002@yahoo.co.ull

Sent: Wednesday, 17 December 2008 5:54 AM

To: kenw@pipeline.com.au

Subject: Stephen Blundy - Hop Picking in Rainhann Kent

Dear Ken,

Many thanks for responding to my recent e mail regarding Stephen Blundy. Also than
k you for

letting me have the e mail addresses for Lorna and Pam. I have sent an outline of 
what I know of

hop picking in Rainham.

As I explained in my e mail to them hop picking was an important part of life in Rainham
.

Also there was brick making. Even in the post war years there were still many orchards 
and they

looked so lovely in the Spring. People were pretty self sufficient growing there own cabb
ages,

potatoes and bottling fruit. Also picking of the soft fruit, strawberries etc.

I think I am right in saying that cherries etc. were sent by train up to the old Covent Garden 
market

in London.

It is good to know that a branch of my family through their experiences in Rainham were 
able to put

to good use their knowledge of hop picking etc.

With regard to where you are in Australia. In the late 1970s I visited Australia and

during the final time there I visited Campbelltown.

Many thanks once again for your help.

Joan

23/01/2009
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Ken Widdowson

From: JOAN BLUNDY Doancam2002@yahoo.co.uk]

Sent: Saturday, 20 December 2008 4:56 AM

To: kenw@pipeline.com.au

Subject: Stephen Blundy - Hop Picking in Rainham Kent

Dear Ken,

Thanks for your e mail. Sorry I omitted to say that Stephen Blundy would have been my Great
Grandfather's cousin.

Thanks for your interest.

Have a good Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Joan

23/01/2009


