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They moved in
his three brothers, Grandfather
A fter helping
a little further north, where he finally pegged leis block
d ecided to move the present road, halfway between Beech Forest and
on both sides of
F erguson.
ale", although things were far from
He named his property "Cloverd
They pitched their respective tents, then, come
clover at that stage.
and buried them. It was time to strike
eemmer, pulled their tents down
r way to clear the wildeenees:. When the fire
a match; they knew of no othe
s up out of the grcn . 1?endreds of trees fell
finished they dug their tent
as giant, gry, 2(:'0 feet high, hollow,
and hundreds were left standing
probably 20 to 'VD feet in diameter.
teirnt out shells. Scme of them were
es were built in a couple.
kncw that the first town church and stabl
burnt out logs on the
The boys sowed their pasture between the
e. .
seorched earth; no horse or plough at that stag
bush, retained, split. , •
- Grandpa then built his home from. selected air gays between the
) with
weatherboards, (splinters six inches long
fitted too well and the home.'
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Nothi
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floorboards of up to half an inch
on the ieside walls with hessian
did not lack for ventilation, being lined
ght in coming up through the..
and newspaper. Tiger snakes found great deli
gaps in the flooring Into, a somewhat warmer area.
ourne that the house was
It 'was time to send word to Grandma in Melb
ale". Nine children were born
"ready". They married and moved into "Cloverd
, Ernest(kelled in Belgium
in the old home. Three sons survived birth
il are still
and Uncle
World War 1,YFrank (my Father), and Walter. Pop
alive, healthy and well into their eighties.
the neatest doctor
The mortality rate, for birth was very high,
only be reached by a saddle
being 30 miles away in COla , which could ren who died at birth were
k. The six Child
track called Charlies Cree
e" in the forest.
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buried in a very "Holy
1 1ttle around the
Grandpa, Dad and .Uncle Wel would rise at 4an, ,
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E, the night, then,
clur
kitchen to disturb eny snakes that had.corte in
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plug
b reakfast until sll holes in the floor were
a wonderful
when the work was done, at 4pm, mid afternoon... She was
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woman, accepting hardship as
adies, acceptinghardThe women in the district were soft gentl
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thei
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of their families; grubbing stum
ladies were re3ieved
together with the men, was one of their chores. The
few stumps prior tn the
when gelignite was introduced. This blew away a
bulldozers moving in.
To be continued.
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describing the old days
This is the first of a series of short articles
A n and around Beech Forest.
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EARLY PIONEEEING... by Fenton Hall.

rad would always retu n to the farm on school holidays. I can
esemter treveIling in our "Tin Lizzie" on such holidays, from Yorning—
tin to Btoth Forest, as a Lmall boy of six yeare(Morris was four, the
rot yet tcrn)leaving in "Lizzie" at &am, arrivThg Co2ac 6pm,
he
et In time for tea at Kincaids Hotel. After tea we wculd continue on
'3 with a
the CellibrArd Pub, Morris and I would fortify ourse17,
e" on the
"Cloverd
n ate, Top with a beer, for the long climb to
was a
it
me
believe
and
"Bog",
of the ranee, via Charlies Creek
lop would ugh t the headlamps with a match and away we would go.
'uld hold my hea a out through the side curtains of the c ar, sniffing
Eye S would
tthe sweet evening a cent of the blish, wild d ogwood, etc.
to a couple
and,
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bunnies
or
probably
rear in our )1c-e11 arps,
wou
l d stand
hair
Our
oue.
mysteri
very
very,
was
Ilkf small eye, thfe
necks.
on the backe of our
, after being bogged a few times, we would finall:
Arzund 1
e" in the fog, climb between warm prickly blankets
"Cloverdal
At
trrive
no *tests), tired little boys, and looking forward to the great
tc.tliday And the fun to come with our cousins, Ern and Gwen. The wind
tt)11 blew the hessian and newspaper wall lining, to a huge bulge.
Thir:ittle Garrett steam engine whi• h hauled timber and spuds
?rcm the area by the truck load, ran past our front fence and the
sent rcd, often stopping at our cream stand to pick up our cream
the 0 lac ?utter Factory, or if it didr't have to stop, we boys
little Gwen would hear it whistlini: around the hills, then run to
he tor end of the farden and climb into a culvert undE-r ihe line. It
iCI then passing
• pont the adrenAlin flowing, f:.retly with it ET.si
parents would
our
toys,
em7,
t:
✓ el-1r tee!s. Not to be done
even to
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* "KtIle,f' us if the)
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early
of
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; those great
.
I can remem't.er tueh firFs 7.-eg44 Th.lcugh The area
- OL alight. Being holJ.ow, they would
burnt Out *hells woLild CE :
t-t as EtarA chimne::s, roaring like a couple of thunderstorms, sparks
t,octine from their tope, tLousands of feet into the air. It was a
.e sight, the wh7Nle ranfe being as daylight, in the middle of
parrtfyi,
4e night.
- to4 ven a bncket of water, to douse
Ae small hove, we werJ. es .
..
at the corners. Grandpa would be
elighf..aught
it
as
out,
house
—
fire
caught
it
as
lining
newspaper
anA
heestr)
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t
out
helttne
de,
erarke: Yur: and Aunty wo.1I3 keep the water from the tanks to Us,
'
,- 45 and Vncle would be on the ro::, hoping the rusty iron would not
H.ve way. Little Cwen kept the ta,- F running from the tanks. Mum and
' nty sped from tanks, with b.:.:cl.ete, to everywhere. No wordscould:
or capture the terrifying experience.
'
!
Some names I rdjall: Tann Dow, Wckenzie, Gard, Brown, Murchison,
linzhinton, Buchanan, Young, i. utler, YcCashney, Gardner, so many I
Kmad not record here. All were wpneerful neighbors, each had a heart
le size of a house * the tenscSty of a bulldog, nothing would beat
l.em. Beautiful people, the guts of Australia today.
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OF EARLY PIONELeINC.... by Fenton Hall

The three beys, Enest, Frank (my Father) and Welter grew up and
w ent to school at Peech Forest on the site of the o:d tcwnehip on top
of the hill, then moved into a new one —the preeeet ec ool, still
standing but now closed, through lack of pupils.
T he common food for the community was bunniee, IT6ed and milk. They
grew their own spuds and swedes, Grandma made her own bread end it was
the duty for one of the boys, when they arrived heme from school to
take the gun and shoot a bunny for the evening meal.
It was upon such an evening that my Father took a gun and moved out
to hunt up a bunny. Spotting a fox, to get a better shot, he climbed up
onto one of the old fallen loga.'The gun latched on a notch in the log
fired accidentally and shot his right hand off at the wrist.
"Jessie", our horse had to be caught and harnessed to the jinker.
She was hard to catch, always being flighty. They drcve into Beech
Forest on the corduroy road (logs placed together) and Grandma kept
Pop alive by holding him upside down with his head on the floor of the
nker. Grandpa drove flat out. I have been told that, over the bumps
in the log road, the jinker was sometimes four feet in the air:
Luckily, the Doctor waa visiting thet' day from Colac. Dad was oper—
ated on, on the counter of the old Post Office. News flew around,"Frank
Hall has shot his hand off" so all the kids had a grandstand view of
the whole procedure through the Post Office window. Horses galloped in
all directions to carry the news, and the whole town turned out.
How Dad survived I shall never know; they built them tough in those
days. He was ten yeere old, taught to use a gun at an early age and
quite a bushman, as all the kids of the. district were.
It was decide by my Grandparents that with one hand Dad eou1d not
v ery well become adapted to farming, so they Beet him to CcDac to obtain
a Boa d education. He bename a school teaeher and returned to Beech
students
F orest, his old school, as a student teacher, teaching many
and
nearly
his
Colac,
age.
living
in
today,
alive
w ho are still
F rom "Cloverdale" he rode "Jessie", re7ieeeinE at different schools,
"Jesaie"
gi ohanna, Weeaproinal and Wyelangta. Eventually, he returned old
teeether
with
a
new
buggy.
white,
pure
"Snowy",
to the farm and bought
'
BallaTat,
Dietrict,
'd•Feteen
the
the-ouvhout
Liter, he relieved at schools
near the
W arrnambool, Ceeeperdown, Port Fairy and seeteer little nchool
S outh Australian border. He received pe!ectien to the Yornington Pen—
insula as Head Wester. Hedrove "Snever feem Eeeeh ? r at to the Pen—
insula , through Melbourne.
He married and I Was the first child to come upon the scene. I was
b orn at Somerville and "Snowy" carried me to heepital for the occasion.
T his we:3 in 1935.
Uncle Wel married and continued on at "Cloverdale" with Grandpa. :
Dad would always return to the farm on school holidays to help
G randpa and Uncle Wal. Uncle had three children, Ernest, Gwen and
•
Lorraine. Pop had fivc, myself, Morrir, Noel, Malcolm and Rosemary(trini
to be concluded.
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OTWAY FOREST FIRES
January 1886
References: Colac Herald
8.1.1886
12.1.1886
15.1.1886
3.9.1886
The Colac district was experiencing a very bad drought where only a few small showers had
fallen in the past 3 months. At Gerangamete it was the worst experienced so far = crops are
very poor, many potato crops were not worth digging, many of the crops had failed in any
case. The only good news was that the hops were looking very well as they are deep rooted
and do not depend on moisture from the surface.
Throughout the Colac district there were many fires during this month. The fire at Yaugher
started on the Monday the 12th January, in Mr Hancock's property, known as Lemon's
paddock A fire had been burning in the vicinity of the Top Bridge for some days which then
got into heavy scrub which had been cut down along the river. The fire with a warm north
wind blowing took hold and soon burnt its way to through to Thomas Grant's property , then
James Reid's land and then into forest land.
By Tuesday the wind turned it back to James Reid's property — his dwelling house, barn,
outhouses, poultry, fruit garden all destroyed - not a vestige remained — the years of work
clean swept. A sum of money was also burned in the premises and he was left with only a
dray and the clothes in which he stood in. The labour of 10 years work was lost.
George Reid was fortunate — he was absent from his place, helping his father in saving his
property.
The mail boy from Birregurra to Apollo Bay had a narrow escape, passing through burning
timber along the track and the covering of the mail bag was considerably burned by the
d rifting fire.
The camp of the Railway Survey party under Mr McIntosh had a narrow escape. The man in
charge of the camp was in the act of carrying a tin of kerosene from one of the tents to the
Gerangamete river when the fire overtook him. He had no sooner let the tin down on the
bank of the river when the fire caused it to explode with a loud report, the man narrowly
escaping injury. The burning oil floated on the surface of the water but caused no damage.
The camp was saved, a few tents only being slightly damaged.
The fire swept through Gerangamete, Yaugher, Barramunga, Mount Sabine, Murron and
then to Lorne. Rain commenced to fall at an early hour on Wednesday morning and this had
the effect of reviving what remains of crops which have been so parched by the drought and
the late conflagration.
In the wake of the fire the following settlers suffered severe losses to stock, property, grass,
fencing and timber reserves. It was not until September when distribution of Fire Relief
funds to the victims was announced.
Joseph Wilson with his family and water close to hand, together with Mr Porteous'
children, succeeded in saving their dwelling, keeping it drenched with water though it caught
alight several times. Mr Wilson remained on the roof with a bucket but was forced down by
burning trees and scrub before he suffered from suffocation and exhaustion.

around it a few days prior. A large
Mr Porteous' place was in less danger as he had burned
heap of firewood caught alight but was successfully put out.
a short time but had to look after
Messrs Ireland and ? succeeded in stopping the fire for
ast. Mr Ireland and his family
their own premises. The family had just started to have breakf
took fire and were lost. Another
saved a great deal of property — an outhouse and hop kiln
leaving them with the clothes
dwelling used by his sons as a sleeping place was burned
work and the fact that the roof
they stood in — one had the hat on his head burnt. Their hard
in the house was saved with
infant
An
.
shingles were tightly fitted, helped save the house
effects.
hold
great difficulty and carried into the garden with all the house
potato crop was damaged by
John Price succeeded in saving an amount of timber. His
falling trees as a well as Mr Grant's crop.
400 acres of grass, fencing &
William Price - 300 pounds worth of wattle bark burned and
barn
an area of fine young wattle
Mr D Thomas — 400 acres of grass, 3 miles of fencing and
but have not been heard of
trees which were just ready for stripping. Some stock escaped
since
to his & his sons and
Thomas McCann house narrowly escaped destruction due
a house in the back paddock
neighbours efforts. Orchard in front of the home was burnt and
destroyed with only the brick wall left standing
David McCarthy — house & contents burned
Thomas Fletcher saved his house but lost grass and fencing
Mr Balcombe - lost line of fencing and small quantity of grass
and outhouses burned
Blundy and Ireland - Hops farms of partially destroyed — hop kilns
Mr Wickham - outbuildings burnt and pigs in the sty roasted alive
to grass and fencing
Mr Whitecombe's fine place at Mt Sabine was saved although losses
yed
Mr Grove's sawmill surrounded and a small portion of the plant destro
his property. The mill
Mr Roney, Murroon - sawmills - experienced great difficulty in saving
lost
ldings
caught fire 3 times and each time the flames were put out — the outbui
work
Mr Love of Big Hill saved his house after some hours on incessant
g and grass
Shannahan Bros, Murroon lost a considerable amount of fencin
to ashes as well as his
Mr Harrington, a new selector in the forest, had his house reduced
at and was about to
other improvements. He has only recently come from beyond Ballar
well stocked with
remove his wife and family from Birregurra to his new home, which was
provisions and necessities essential to life.
yed which he had sold a
Mr Hewlett, Mt Sabine - a severe loss— 60 pounds of timber destro
timber that Hewlett
The
Colac.
of
few days prior to the timber merchant, Mr Robert Park
and his poor wife split during the past season will be a heavy blow.

piece of road, the contract
Mr Jonas, selector also lost a quantity of stuff for corduroying a
which he had taken wit the Shire Council.
Balcombe and Wallace — fencing
W Hastie
Mr Laurie - totally consumed
Mt Sabine losses:
Mr Maddern — heavy losses
Woods — bullock driver forced to retreat
WOODMAN and KETTELEY sawmill surrounded
McDONALD — rails burnt
BRAMAR — lost part of his fencing
GARDINER — grass and fencing
DERRICK - slight loss
FLOYD — fencing
McRAE & CHAMPDEN — grass
d in like manner.
Other selectors whose names have not been able to be learnt also suffere
Colac & Cape Otwav Forest Fires Relief Fund — Final Distribution
Thomas Grant
Frederick Newcombe
Matthias Jonas
Annie Hewlett
Thomas W Fletcher
Joseph Wilson
Wm Hastie
James Reid
Henry Ireland
Nathan Harrington
George Reid
Henry Chappell (Murroon)
Theodore Jonas
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FORESTS COMMISSION VICTORIA

OTWAYS - FOREST FLORA FORESTOUR

8 & 15 January

Welcome to the first of a series of Forestours in the Otway area.
This 1980 series will have two major themes:
(1) logging and replanting
(2) forest flora
The officers directing each tour hope that you will enjoy the day and that you
will gain an understanding of the forests and forestry work in the Otways.
Please contact the Forest Office at Gellibrand or Forrest, for further
information.
ITINERARY
(a) Assemble at Beech Forest Shire Offices - 11 am (a party leader will
leave Colac City Offices at 10 am).
(b) Brief outline of procedures.
(c) Travel via Phillips and Youngs Roads to Wait-a-While Road.
- inspect myrtle beech, tree ferns in Youngs Creek.
- inspect mountain ash/otway messmate vegetation types.
(d) Travel to Aire Crossing.
- BBQ lunch.
- inspect flora near River.
(e) Travel via Wait-a-While Road to Ocean Road.
(f) Stop' at Malts Rest.
(g) Travel via Binns Road through Aire Valley. Stop at Californian redwoods.
(h) Return to Beech Forest.
TOUR NOTES
This tour will take you through a variety of forest types to include some of
the most scenic and floristically interesting areas of the Otways.
The deep fern gullies and the myrtle beech/blackwood areas, the mountain ash
and messmate forests, and the waterfalls and exotic softwood plantations all
have their own characteristic tree and understorey species.
These notes will briefly describe the general types but should you need further
details please ask the tour leader.

,:

"tea

1

Mountain Ash Forests

The mountain ash forests along Phillips and Youngs Roads, with their dense
understorey of hazel, musk, satin box, blackwood, ferns, and the occasional
myrtle beech, are typical of the wet mountain forests of the Otways. The forests
in this area are the result of the 1919 and 1926 bushfires.
Invading blackberry has become a major problem in this area.
The epiphytic ferns growing high up the blackwood and myrtle beech trees are
features in this forest type.
2

Myrtle Beech and Blackwood Forests

You will notice that the gully areas along Youngs Creek Road do not contain
eucalypts - the fine-leaved myrtle beech and the heavier-leaved blackwood are
the dominant species.
The understorey of hazel, musk and ferns of many varieties thrive in these
moist dark gullies.
The myrtle beech is shade tolerant and in the absence of fire is considered to
be the climax vegetation type in this area. It will continue to grow even under
a heavy canopy of trees and scrub. Eucalypts cannot establish themselves in
such a dark situation and so, left alone, the myrtle beech will expand slowly
into the eucalypt areas.
You will note the open canopy that is created to maintain a eucalypt forest.
The myrtle beech and blackwood forests are generally managed as reserved
areas. Major logging is not carried out in these areas.
3

Messmate - Gum Forests

The forest types change rapidly in this fragmented area and in a short distance
we drop into a messmate - gum forest. These forests are generally growing at a
lower elevation than the mountain ash, or on the drier northerly aspects.
As we go down the Aire Crossing road you will see the thick fibrous barked
messmate. The understorey is hazel musk, dogwood and tea tree. These forests
do not appear to be quite as luxuriant as the ash type forests with fewer
ferns and little or no evidence of epiphytic plants.
This forest runs down to the Aire River and here in this narrow valley you will
sce a small area of river type vegetation - myrtle beech in the shaded areas,
blackwoods and a few large eucalypts with ferns being the feature along the
river banks.
4

Coastal Forests

As we drive along the Ocean Road you will notice that the tree species are
different again. Here we have a mixture of stringybarks and gums, with the
understorey made up predominantly of wattles and tea tree.
The further we travel along the Ocean Road the more luxuriant the vegetation
becomes.
The famous and scenic "Maits Rest", with it's deep fern gullies and large
myrtle beech, again typifies the myrtle beech forest type.

3

5

Plantation Forests

On our return to Beech Forest we will travel through the Aire Valley Plantation.
The major species planted here is Monterey Pine (Pinus radiata). Notice how the
satin box, the blackwood and the ferns, so typical of an Ash forest are
growing in the pine area.
The Claifornian redwood (Sequoia sempervirens) at the Aire River are a scenic
attraction. The fern communities along the Aire River still remain and
compliment this beautiful area.
From the Aire Valley Road you can view stands of Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga
menziesii), Corsican pine (Pinus nigra) and a small area of Sitka spruce (Picea
sitchensis). Many of the understorey species remain in these forests, together
with a large blackberry invasion.
FOOTHILL FORESTS
After the tour has been completed you will return to Colac, Apollo Bay, or
Princetown, and will drive through "foothill forests".
• These forests include messmate, grey gum, manna gum, blue gum and peppermint
as the dominant tree covers.
An understorey of wattles, tea tree, bracken fern typifies this forest.
Please ask the tour leader for further information - or buy a book on Victorian
Native plants and enjoy sorting out the plant species for yourself.
Remember that all plants are protected and that fire restrictions are in
force.
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DENNIS LILLEE WRITES FOR US

E PROM I

MILLION to aid th
lisition to plantations
I to help those who
to leave the industry.
MILLION to employ
new park rangers
nighout the stat
)MILLION to con
Ids and pests ort
lie. land.

•.]

IIILLION to boost
itation resources.
TING logging and
idchipping in the
m bat Forest near
fiesford by at least 70
cent by the end of the
3 r under a timber
ence buyback.
WADE PEARCE
LOGGING in Otways native forests
would end within six years under Labor's
$50 million plan to woo green voters.
Releasing the policy in the Otways
yesterday,Premier Steve Bracks said a reelected Labor government would phase
out logging in Otways native forests in
favour of plantations.
He also pledged to create a continuous
national park between Anglesea and
Cape Otway.
Mr Bracks, announcing the policy at
Triplet Falls, said Labor would immediately slash logging in the Otways by 25
per cent.
He said 70 timber workers affected by
the policy would find work in plantation
forestry and other industries.
"We have listened to the community
and we will now act on behalf of future
generations to save the Otways," Mr
Bracks said.
"If re-elected we will make the Otways
one of the world's great national parks."
CONTINUED Page 4
MORE REPORTS Pages 4-5

R Amostly fine day with fresh northerly winds.Top 32. Details page 33
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In The Know is your daily lifestyle guide
covering food, gardening, fashion, health,
technology and fun.
Don't miss it. Monday to Friday in
your Geelong Advertiser!

Coming up

Debate way
off course
AT least three months ago,
when Denis Napthine was
leader of the Opposition,
we jumped in early and
organised for a debate to be
held in Geelong between
Steve Bracks and the nowfallen Denis.
Both parties agreed, in
principle. ABC morning
announcer Jon Faine
agreed to be moderator.
Even after Napthine was
rolled and Robert Doyle

took over as Liberal leader,
we re-confirmed. Doyle
was just as keen as his
predecessor.
Somewhere along the
line there was, as they say,
a failure to communicate
between the media bloke
we originally dealt with
and the Premier's department. To paraphrase
Sergeant Schulz "they
knew nothing".
So, despite the fact that

the seat of Geelong is the
most marginal in the State
and the Labor Party really
needs to impress those still
swinging, Geelong dipped
out as the venue for the
great debate.
Maybe it's just as well.
On ABC radio yesterday
Faffie said the clash of the
leaders was being organised by the_Adelaide Advertiser.
Hello Jon, we're over
here.
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Loney knows his great Labor 'too

WHERE TO FIND US
WEDNESDAY TATTSLOTTO: Draw No. 145.
40, 7, 31, 28, 26, 4. Supps: 17 and 36.
TUTS IWO: 24 and 85.
Dividend: $1,525.00.
KENO: 2, 4, 6, 10, 19, 21, 29, 36, 40,
43, 45, 48, 52, 61, 63,64, 69, 72,
75, 79.
No Spot 10/Match 10 winner
jackpots to $1,056,000.00.
02 LOTTO: Draw No. 455.
9, 33, 5, 28, 43, 39. Supps: 24 and 3.
Dividends: Div 1: $10,000,000.00.
Div 2: $37,287.45. Div 3: $2,167.05.
Div 4: $76.70. Div 5: $39.55.
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GEELONG NEWS and THE ECHO
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email: newsecho@geelongadvertiser.com.au
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Avalanche
kills Aussie
AUSTRALIA has lost one
of its top young
snowboarders with the
death of Clinton Wilton,
killed after triggering an
avalanche in the Austrian
Alps.
T he 20-year-old
national giant slalom
champion, who comes
from Melbourne, was
training with the French
national skiing team, his
uncle, Nick Wilton said.
"They had just finished
their training session and
had iust gone off to let off
steam as young people do,"
'Mr Vilton'said:'

The group, a Canadian,
another Australian and
three French national
team members, left the
groomed area to ski in
fresh snow, Mr Wilton
said.
"Clinton was in the lead
and he triggered the avalanche which carried him
away," he said.
"He was really beginning to become an international snowboarding
star."
Mr Wilton said rescue
operations began immediately but ,were hampered
Y snow aria'ft:tr.

Rider
critical
A MOTORCYCLIST is in
a critical condition after an
accident in Belmont last
night.
The crash occurred at
the corner of Settlement
Road and the Surfcoast
Highway about 8.30pm.
An ambulance spokesperson said the man was
taken to hospital with multiple injuries.
Barwon Health's chief
medical officer Dr John
Gallichio later said he was
undergoing emergency
surgery.
The intersection was
blocked for some time after
the accident.
No further details were
available,last night.

AS Peter Loney settles
back into his office chair
after a hard day on the
hustings, he trusts that the
three blokes behind him
approve of his efforts.
The sitting Labor member, tipped to retain his
place in Spring Street in
the newly defined electorate of Lara, couldn't have
more successful role
models.
Drawn by former Melbourne Sun cartoonist Jeff
Hook, Peter scored the
Hawke and Whitlam
sketches when his wife
Judy went to a fundraising
night for the Geelong West
kindergarten back in 1983.
Jeff was there, whipped off
the caricatures and they
were auctioned, with Judy
obviously the successful
bidder.
When Keating usurped
Hawke, Peter wrote to
Hook and asked if he'd
knock up one of the new
PM.. Hook agreed if Peter
would make a donation to
a charity of his choice,
which he duly did.
Peter took the sketch to
a book launch Keating was
at and got him to sign it.
There's no doubt this man
is Labor to his bootlaces.

WATCHFUL EYES: Former leaders appear behind Peter Loney.

Liberals off and racing
WATER Resources Opposition spokesman Terry Mulder didn't have a lot of
time to check out the nags at Flemington
on Tuesday, but he did manage to see the
Cup.
He can be excused, before he entered
the murky world of politics he owned and
trained a few thoroughbreds on his farm at
Barongarook. One of them, a jumper
called Brandy for Mum,won a handful of
races, including a hurdle at Oakbank in
South Australia.
He still has an interest and so have six
of his Liberal mates. Their filly, Poltergeist, is having her first start in Geelong
on Saturday. The other co-owners are
present leader Robert Doyle, former
leader Denis Napthine, and MPs John
Vogels, Wayne Phillips, John Richardson
and Bruce Chamberlain. Poltergeist of
course, is a political animal.

Terry Mulder yesterday.
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loggingreaction
•

Otways vis
Forest workers
react with shock
TONY PRYTZ
TREE faller Mick Nocera
feels that his livelihood has
been taken from him in the
Government's chase for
votes in Melbourne.
Mr Nocera last night
said while there had been
rumours that something
was going to happen about
Otways logging, he and his
co-workers were shocked
at the announcement.
"I will be knackered,"
r Nocera said.
He said the compennon package for workers
lost their jobs would
othing.
ey will give me two
ay for every year in
stry," he said.
• receive between
0 and $20,000, but
s are much more
at."
Nocera has borrowed
ey to buy equipment.
e said he had lived in
Colac region all his life
and did not want to move
his wife and two children
from their Kawarren
home.
"It is cruel but he (Mr

BLEAK OUTLOOK: Otways Forest workers Mick Nocera and
Mick Wilson will lose their jobs because of yesterday's
announcement.
Bracks) makes it sound so
good," he said.
He also fears the industry might not survive the
six years.
"Does this mean the
protesters will leave us
alone for six years?" he
said.
Mr Nocera's employer
logging contractor Chris
Wheeler said with the end
of logging in sight there
would be no incentive for
people to invest.
"The pressure will be on
them to get out," he said.

Mr Wheeler said he
would rather retire than
fight the Government's decision to end logging.
"I am absolutely disgusted," he said.
Mr Wheeler did not
learn of the announcement
until mid-afternoon yesterday.
"We had no indication
this announcement was
coming today," he said.
"I feel bad for my
workers and their wives
and families."

uy last licence now: Lindros
GEELONG Environment
Council president Joan
Lindros yesterday urged
Labor to buy out the last
remaining licence to log
Otways old growth forests.
She said Murnane's sawmill had a permit to harvest 20,000 cubic metres of
sawlogs each year, plus a

further 70,000 cubic
metres of woodchip byproduct.
"It is disappointing that
a lone sawmiller,
Murnane's, remains an the
Otways," Ms Lindros said.
"It is unfortunate that
this licence has not been

bought out by the Government immediately and we
look forward to this occurring."
Australian Conservation
Foundation executive director Don Henry said it
was important all parties
addressed logging in old
growth forests.

Moving in for the clearfell
FROM the air the Otways is a vast,
rough, corrugated landscape,
blanketed in a thick carpet of richgreen trees.
The endless green belts are pierced
only occasionally by remnants of
logging, with the most recent events
leaving clearings which stand out from
the landscape like brown scars.
The brown scars are few, but on
other peaks there are pockets without
trees, hut which have greened over,

masking the aerial view of the results
of clear felling performed over the past
few yea's.
In the Otways yesterday there was no
sign of bulldozers.
Logging is done in summer and
machinery is expected to move in in
about a week.
Each summer about three square
kilometres of native trees in the Otways
have disappeared.
— KELVIN HEALEY

The
Greens
GEELONG Greens candidates said Labor's plan to
end logging in the Otways
by 2008 was not enough to
secure ,reen preferences.
South Barwon Greens
candidate kin Lygo and
Geelong Province candidate Bruce Murray said
Labor's plan did not go far
enough, quickly enough.
They said the Greens
wanted an immediate end
to logging in all Victorian
native forests.
Greens leader Bob
Brown said pressure from
the Greens had forced the
Victorian government to
end logging in the Otways.
"That is Greens policy
put into play by the Bracks
Government on the eve of
an election where they
realise there is a surge to
the Greens," a jubilant
Senator Brown told reporters in Melbourne.
"We feel the earth moving - not from bulldozers
or the vibration of chainsaws - but from the big
parties realising the
Greens policies are right
on the environment and
have the backing of the
Victorian electorate."
Senator Brown also said
Labor's policy did not go
far enough.
"It is time export
woodchipping is banned
from Victoria. It is a
noxious, destructive, jobdestroying industry," he
said.
The latest Newspoll
shows support for the
Greens is running at record levels in Victoria,
with seven per cent of the
vote and most of the increase coming from dissatisfied Labor voters.
Mr Bracks yesterday denied the Otways policy was
a cynical move to secure
Green preferences, saying
Labor stood on its environmental record and
w as the only real
preference choice for
Green voters.
But Senator Brown said
Greens' decisions on
preferences would be made
on a regional basis, and in
some seats the Greens may
not direct preferences at
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Dan Murphy'
BIGGEST
RANGE
LOWEST
PRICES!
Formal entertaining, casual barbecues, gift giving or just relaxing at
home - whatever your liquor needs between now and the New Year
Nobody has a bigger range at the lowest prices guaranteed
Quite simply...

YOU'D BE MAD BUYING LIQUOR ELSEWHERE!
WINES UNDER $10.00
Andrew Garrett Semillon Sauvignon Blanc 2001
Banrock Station Cabernet Merlot 2001
Banrock Station Semillon Chardonnay 2002
Bests Victoria Chenin Blanc 2001
Brown Brothers Tarrango 2001
Butterfly Ridge Colombard Chardonnay 2002
Cockatoo Ridge Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot 2001
Cockatoo Ridge Chardonnay 2002
D'arenberg Stump Jump Grenache Shiraz 2001
D'arenberg Stump Jump Sauv Blanc Chardonnay 2001
De Bondi Sacred Hill Cabernet Merlot 2002
De Bortoli Sacred Hill Semillon Chardonnay 2001
De Bortoli Windy Peak Cabernet Shiraz Merlot 2000
De Bortoli Windy Peak Chardonnay 2001
Deakin Estate Chardonnay 2002
Deakin Estate Merlot 2001
Garrett Sauvignon Blanc 2002
Garrett Shiraz Cabernet 2000
Grant Burge Barossa Vines Chardonnay 2001
Grant Burge Barossa Vines Semillon 2002
Hardys Nottage Hill Chardonnay 2001
Hardys Nottage Hill Merlot 2000
Hardys RR Chardonnay 2002
Hardys RR Merlot 2002
Jindalee Merlot 2001
Jindalee Shiraz 2001
Lindemans Cawarra Chardonnay 2002
Lindemans Cawarra Shiraz Cabernet 2001
McGuigan Bin 2000 Shiraz 2001
McGuigan Bin 7000 Chardonnay 2001
McGuigan Black Label Red 2001
McWilliams Hanwood Cabernet Sauvignon 2001
McWilliams Hanwood Chardonnay 2001
McWilliams Inheritance Chardonnay Colombard 2001
McWilliams Inheritance Shiraz Merlot 2001
Miranda High Country Chardonnay 2001
Miranda High Country Merlot 1999
Miranda White Shiraz 2001
Mirrool Creek Cabernet Shiraz 2001
Mirrool Creek Chardonnay 2001
Moondah Brook Rose Cabernet 2002
Moondah Brook Verdelho 2002
Mount Langi Ghiran Chardonnay 2000
Oxford Landing Chardonnay 2002
Oxford Landing Shiraz 2001
Peter Lehmann Chenin Blanc 2001
Peter Lehmann Clancy's Red 2000
Preece Cabernet Sauvignon 2000
Preece Chardonnay 2000
Queen Adelaide Chardonnay 2002
Queen Adelaide Regency Red 2001
Richmond Grove Classic Dry White 2002

OUR BOMA
PEG

9.90
5.90
5.90
8.90
8.90
3.90
7.90
7.90
8.90
8.90
3.90
3.90
8.90
8.90
6.90
6.90
6.90
6.90
8.90
8.90
6.90
6.90
4.40
4.40
6.90
6.90
4.40
4.40
9.90
9.90
6.90
6.70
6.70
3.90
3.90
7.90
7.90
7.90
5.90
5.90
8.90
8.90
8.90
5.90
5.90
8.90
9.90
9.70
9.70
4.90
4.90
6.90

WINES UNDER $10.00 cont'd
Wolf Blass Red Label Shiraz Cabernet Sauvignon 2001
Wolf Blass Riesling 2002
Wolf Blass Yellow Label Cabernet Sauvignon 2001
Wyndham Estate Bin 555 Shiraz 2000
Yalumba Galway Shiraz 2000
Yalumba Riesling 2002
Yalumba Unwooded Chardonnay 2002
Yalumba Y Series Cabernet Sauvignon 2001

WINES FROM $10.00 - $20.00
Amberley Margaret River Shiraz 2001
Annies Lane Cabernet Merlot 2001
Annies Lane Chardonnay 2002
Bridgewater Mill Sauvignon Blanc 2002
Brokenwood Semillon 2002
Brown Brothers Riesling 2001
Campbells Bobbie Burns Shiraz 2000
Cape Schanck Chardonnay Pinot Grigio 2001
Cheviot Bridge Chardonnay 2000
Cheviot Bridge Shiraz 2000
D'arenberg D'Arrys Original Shiraz Grenache 2000
Evans & Tate Margaret River Classic White 2002
Hardys Padtnaway Unwooded Chardonnay 2001
Heggies Riesling 2002
Jamiesons Run Chardonnay 2002
Jamiesons Run Red 2000
Knappstein Hand Picked Riesling 2001
Knappstein Shiraz 2000
Leasingharn Bin 7 Riesling 2002
Leeuwin Estate Prelude Classic White 2001
Lillydale Yarra Chardonnay 2001
Lillydale Yarra Sauvignon Blanc 2001
McWilliams Margaret River Chardonnay 2001
McWilliams Margaret River Sem. Sauv. Blanc 2002
Mitchelton Blackwood Park Riesling 2002
Mitchelton Victoria Cabernet Sauvignon 1997
Mount Langi Ghiran 'Billi Shiraz Grenache 2000
Mt Chalambar Cherry Tree Shiraz 2000
Mt Chalambar Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 1999
Nepenthe Sauvignon Blanc 2001
Ninth Islana Sauvignon Blanc 1998
Orlando Gramps Chardonnay 2001
Peter Lehmann Cabernet Sauvignon 2000
Peter Lehmann Chardonnay 2001
Pewsey Vale Riesling 2002
Pikes Cabernet 2000
Pikes Sauvignon Blanc Semillon 2002
Pirramimma Cabernet Sauvignon 1999
Plantagenet Cabernet Sauvignon 1999
Plantagenet Mt Barker Riesling 2001
Red Hill Chardonnay 2000
Red Hill Pinot Noir 2000
Cabernet Sauvignon 1999
millon Sauvignon Blanc 7001

OUR BOTTLE
PRICE

8.90
8.90
9.70
8.90
6.70
6.70
6.70
6.70
OUR BOME
PRICE

11.90
12.90
11.90
13.80
13.90
10.90
15.90
12.90
19.90
19.90
14.90
11.90
10.90
13.90
10.90
11.90
13.90
13.90
11.90
14.90
12.90
12.90
11.90
11.90
11.90
14.90
13.90
11.90
16.90
14.90
14.90
11.90
14.90
10.90
11.90
19.90
12.90
14.90
19.90
12.90
13.90
15.90
19.90
1390
13.90

WINES FROM $10.00 - $20.00 cont'd
Taylors Cabernet Sauvignon 2001
Taylors Shiraz 2001
T'Gallant Holystone 2001
T'Gallant Imogen Pinot Gris 2001
Tyrrell Rufus Stone Heathcote Shiraz 2000
Vasse Felix Classic Dry Red 2000
Vasse Felix Classic Dry White 2002
Voyager Estate Sauvignon Blanc Semillon 2002
Water Wheel Cabernet Sauvignon 2000
Wildwood Pinot Noir 2000
Wirra Wirra Church Block 2000
Wirra Wirra Sextons Acre Unwooded Chardonnay 2001
Wynns Coonawarra Cabernet Shiraz Merlot 1999
Wynns Coonawarra Chardonnay 2001
Yalumba Barossa Semillon Sauvignon Blanc 2001
Yalumba Barossa Shiraz 2000
Yarra Ridge Pinot Noir 2001
Yarra Ridge Unwooded Chardonnay 2001
Yering Station Chardonnay 2000
Yering Station Pinot Noir 2000
Yering Station Shiraz 2000

WINES OVER $20.00

al
11.90
10.90
13.90
14.90
19.90
13.90
13.90
14.90
14.90
19.90
14.90
10.90
12.90
10.90
10.90
11.90
15.90
13.90
15.90
16.90
18.90

OUR BOTTLE
PRICE

Balgownie Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 1999
Balgownie Estate Shiraz 1999
De Bortoli Yarra Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 1999
De Bortoli Yarra Valley Shiraz 2000
Howard Park Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot 1998
I ngoldby Reserve Shiraz 2000
Leconfield Cabernets 2000
Leeuwin Estate Prelude Cabernet Merlot 1999
Leeuwin Estate Prelude Chardonnay 2001
Mount Langi Ghiran Shiraz 1999
Mountadam Chardonnay 1999
Penfolds Bin 389 Cabernet Shiraz 1999
Penfolds Yattarna Chardonnay 1999
Rosemount Balmoral Syrah 1998
Rosemount Roxburgh Chardonnay 1999
Scotchmans Hill Pinot Noir 2001
Shadowfax Chardonnay 2000
St Hallett Blackwell Shiraz 1999
Taltarni Cabernet Sauvignon 1998
Tarrawarra Chardonnay 2000
Turramurra Pinot Noir 1998
Voyager Estate Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot 1999

23.90
23.90
24.90
24.90
59.90
24.90
22.90
24.90
24.90
44.90
26.90
26.90
79.90
49.90
29.90
24.90
23.90
22.90
22.90
31.90
25.90
31.90

AUSTRALIAN BEERS

OUR CASE
PRICE

Canton Cold Filtered Bitter(24 x 375mL Bottles)
Coopers Sparkling Ale (24 x 375mL Bottles)
Hahn Premium Light(24 x 375mL Bottles)
James Boags Premium Light(24 x 350mL Bottles)
dames tsoags i-remium (Z4 X
•
-7111 I

27.80
39.90
20.90
24.90
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Bay rally fails to
-e deter developer
Aleks Devic
A PROTEST against developments in Apollo Bay
attracted 300 people,
organisers said.
John Spencer said
Saturday's rally was
staged to show opposition
to three major developments - Great Ocean
Green, Mariners Vue and
the harbour redevelopment of 228 mooring
berths and a '70-bed, fivestar hotel.
Protesters also held 200
balloons which had "Stop
Great Ocean Greed"
printed on them.
But Great Ocean Green
development manager
Derek Humphries said
many people in the town
supported the development of a new 18-hole golf
course, 500-plus housing
lots and a hotel, and the
only vote that had been
taken was at the golf club,
which was strongly in
favour of the proposal.
"If you apply the rule of
democracy we are ahead,"
Mr Humphries said.
"We are not concerned
about a rent-a-crowd
which turns up and who
are not all residents of
Apollo Bay.
"We are comfortable
with the process and the
right thing is being done."

20111
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Colac Otway
Planning and Environment Act 1987

S HIRE

COLAC OTWAY PLANNING SCHEME
Notice of Approval of Amendment
Amendment C28. The Minister for Planning has approved Amendment C28
to the Colac Otway Planning Scheme.
The Amendment came into effect on January 18, 2007.
The Amendment updates the Wildfire Management Overlay maps to be
consistent with the Bushfire prone Areas designated under the Building Act
1993 and amends the schedule to Clause 61.03 to update the list of Wildfire
Management Overlay maps in the planning scheme.
A copy of the Amendment can be inspected free of charge, during office
hours, at the; Department of Sustainability and Environment, Planning
Information Centre, Ground Floor, 1 Nicholson Street, East Melbourne: and
at the offices of the Colac Otway Shire Council, 2-6 Rae Street, Colac.
GENEVIEVE OVERELL
Deputy Secretary, Built Environment
Department of Sustainability and Environment

DENTURE CLINIC

The Apollo Bay protest attracted 300 people.
Mr Spencer said he held proposed in several projthe rally opposite the ects is unsustainable
market to avoid passers- when measured against
by joining the meeting our resources and current
and said despite the bad and potential infrastrucweather many remained ture."
to share concerns.
The fate of Great Ocean
"We made it so the Green rests in the hands
people who wanted to be of Barwon Water because
there were and not just by if it can't find a reservoir
chance," he said.
to suit the development, it
"We were not against will be knocked back.
d evelopment, but
Barwon Water initially
sustainabihty is the issue. w anted to build a
"The scale of growth 250-megalitre water

storage on the same site
as the proposed Great
Ocean Green, but has
since gone back to the
drawing board and is
investigating previously
discounted sites.
Colac Otway Shire will
vote on the Apollo Bay
Structure Plan in February.
Apollo Bay police said
the protest was peaceful
and no complaints were
received.

Stars to ride the Otways
MORE than 1000 riders
will descend on Apollo
Bay during the Otway
Odyssey Mountain Bike
Marathon this weekend.
The February 3 event
is at capacity and every
Australian state and territory is represented.
The event will boast
Commonwealth Games
representatives including Chris Jongewaard,
Sid Taberlay, Murray
Spink, Emma Colson
and Nick Harrison.
Australia's best
mountain bikers will
race for the country's
richest mountain biking
purse of $13,000 in cash
prizes and more than
$20,000 in other prizes.
Starting on the Apollo
Bay foreshore, the Otway Odyssey will take
riders on a journey into
the Otway Ranges
National Park Where
riders will spin through
dense rainforests, roller
coaster single-track,
creek crossings and
sweeping 4WD tracks
while lapping up the
views of surrounding
hills, before finishing in
Forrest.
The finish at Forrest
coincides with the Forrest Festival, with more
than 50 stalls selling
food and local crafts as
well as live music, kids'
activities and BMX
tricks displays.

Thursday, Februa

Australia's best mountain bike riders will compete in the Otway Odyssey.

Searching for our home-grown idol
THE Otways will be looking for
its very own 'idol' this weekend
when aspiring musicians hit the
stage.
Competitors in Otway Idol will
have the chance to perform in
front of an audience for 15 minutes in. a battle to win recording
time at the Otway Studios, which
is equipped with the latest re-

cording technology and professional audio technicians.
More than 2000 people are
expected to hit Beech Forest on
Saturday to check out music's
next big thing and to enjoy the
region's food and wine.
Colac bay Andrew Mahony will
front the stage at 7pm to dish out
his country music tunes.
On Sunday people can take

part in a 251cm bike ride from
Beech Forest to Gellibrand.
A free shuttle service will operate on the Saturday, transferring
people and their bikes from Gellibrand to Beech Forest.

Surf Coast

Denture
Clinic
1 Stuart Avenue,
Jan Juc

Ph: 5261

Ian Flintoff
Dental Prosthetist
Member - Australian Dental Prosthefist Association
(Victoria),Vet Affairs & Vic Denture Scheme

E0102

The Upper Barwon [More Network proudly presents

Tuesday 6th February —G b
Tuesday 13th February —Birregurra Com
y a
Thursday 15th February —Barongarook Nall
Tuesday 20th February—Forrest Community Nall
All sessions start ati:30pm
Upper Btzwon

The action starts at 10am on
Saturday.
'Idol' begins at 1pm.

7566

for your appointment

• Full upper
and lower dentures
• Partial dentures
• Relines and repairs
• Mouthguards
• Dentident identification system
• Wheelchair access
with easy parking

i_.

Network

This Is d free screening of Al Gore's 90
minute documentary on global warming
All Welcome, supper provided
For more information please call the Upper
Barwon Landcare Network on 52 316 394

8 — echo, Thursday, February 1, 2007
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Wallington Mitre 10 Home & Trade. Ph:5250 2855.

MITRE 10
All erhe help you heed.

Torquay Mitre 10 Solutions. Ph: 5261 3855,
Faggs Mitre 10 Home & Trade
North Geelong. Ph:5278 9511.
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Faggs Mitre 10 Home & Trade
South Geelong. Ph: 5221 2899.
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Excludes already discounted products. Discount off regular prices. Excludes fuel, rural or agricultural products, gift vouchers
and products sold under non Mitre 10 trading names. Excludes cafe, tool hire, kitchen and bathroom packages. Cash and Major credit cards only.
No phone orders, laybuys, rainchecks, account or trade purchases. Personal shopping only.
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FEBRUARY, 2007.

OVE
ning, trees
r removed.
emoval, ride-on avail

419 583 154
5255 4732

ILL'S
Surfcoast
Maintenance
•Lawn Mowing
•Ride-on Mowing
•Rubbish Removal

Ph: 5261 5052
0407 615 015

locksmith

,fiS

'
Glen Davis 1
Locksmith

.inate)

- Servicing Geelong
Bellarine and Surfcoast -

Eitops

4548

• Keys Cut
• Locks Repaired

Mobile Service
ove

24 hour
Emergency Service
Tr 5254 2354
‘
0409 849 419

0

NEIL MILLER
LOCKSMITH

5251 2171
0407 342 688

painting
PAINTING
• Interior/exterior
• New & established homes
• Pensioner discount

ROD'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE
5257 1878
0407 566 631
Bellarine Peninsula
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Colac & Corangamite

ORT 1
Mountain bike ride '
I

Otways hosts
100km event
MOUNTAIN bike riders from throughout
Australia and overseas are expected to
compete in a spectacular 100 kilometre
mountain bike race in the Otway Ranges
early next year.
A prize pool of $40,000 spread across a
range of divisions is expected to attract
elite mountain bike racers to the inaugural Otway Odyssey Mountain Bike Marathon.
The ride will be
Riders will
held on February
compete along
3, 2007 and will
lead competitors
the bush tracks
from Apollo Bay
and trails
to the township of
through
Forrest high in
the Otways and
rainforest in the
return.
Great
Otway
Riders will compete along the
National Park
bush tracks and
trails through the
rainforest in the Great Otway National
Park.
The midway point of the ride at the
Forrest football ground will be the venue
for the Forrest Festival that will feature
live music, a market and a full size BMX
dirt jump arena with some ofthe best BMX
riders from across Australia.
Proceeds from the festival will go to the
Forrest District and Community Group.
After leaving the festival site, competitors will ride some of a new single bike
track in Yaugher Forest that has been designed and constructed by well-known
mountain bike track builder Glen Jacobs.
The challenging trail comes with berms,
log rides, jumps and other features that
will see plenty of thrills and spills.
After tackling the purpose-built track,
competitors will descend down to Apollo
Bay on fire tracks and double track.
Riders can undertake the Otway Odyssey
as individuals riding the entire 100 kilometres,as a team oftwo riding half each or
as a shorter 50 kilometre ride from Forrest
back to Apollo Bay.
The Otway Odyssey mountain bike marathon will take riders through the stunning Otway Ranges.

Close finish
in cycling
THE Colac Veteran Cycling Club had a combined
event with Geelong at Beeac on the weekend.
Thirty-five riders started in the main street
completing a two-lap 59km course finishing at the
recreation reserve. Riders competed in warm conditions with a strong north-westerly blowing.
The six scratchmen combined well but took until
the 41km mark to bridge the three minute gap to
the five second scratch riders.
This combined group then caught the combined
6min 30sec and 8min bunches just after the last
tum into Mingawalla Road with 6km to go.
Geelong's Nick Oakley then proceeded to put the
pressure on into a strong cross wind busting the
field apart.
The four remaining riders then caught the 10min
bunch with 2krn to go.
With 1500m left Oakley attacked with Ralph Iselt
closing the gap. In the sprint to the line Nick Brown
took off from four back but in a close finish the first
three were seperated by less than half a wheel.
Oakley hit the line first
Results: 1st Nick Oakley (scratch), Geelong; 2nd
Nick Brown (scr.), Colac; 3rd Ralph [sett(scr.),C;
4th Jim Linden (3.00), C; 5th Mick McGarrigle
(10.00), Geelong; 6th Terry Robinson (10.00), C;
7th Shane Howard (10.00), C;8th Gary Hanegraaf
(10.00), C; 9th Paul Allen (10.00), C; 10th Steve
Hamling(8.00), C. Fastest time: Nick Oakley
(scratch).
Meanwhile, Peter Lemke flew the flag for Colac in
the Jack Brennan Memorial on September 10 at
Warrnambool.
Lemke was the only Colac club rider to make it
into the top 10.
Sixty riders competed in the VVCC Open over
64km. Lemke becomes only the third Colac rider in
recent years to claim victory in an open. Riding off a
handy 10 minute mark his bunch combined well to
finish just eight seconds ahead of a fast finishing
scratch bunch led by David Lunn.
The VVCC Age Group Championships were also
held on September 17 at Pararparap.
Colac Results: Men 35-39: 1st Peter Lemke; Men
40-44: 2nd David Lunn; Men 50-54: 2nd Nick
Brown; Men 55-59: 2nd John Hunt; Men 65-69: 1st
Greg Taube.
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Non-contact
karate win
TWO students at the Colac Otway
Kyokushin Karate Club won
trophies at the recent Victorian
non-contact tournament and kata
competition in Geelong.
Matt Henry won the red and
white belt division in the kata
competition and came second in
the open male section of the
under 16 non-contact tournament.
The other student who excelled
was Leonie Peel who came
second in the yellow belt and
under women's division in the
kata competition.
The two were among five students from the Colac Otway

karate school to compete in the
state titles at Geelong.
The non-contact tournament involves competitors fighting for
two minutes without making contact. They are rated on good technique, coordination and balance.
In the kata competition, competitors perform exercises in patterns and forms.
About 120 people competed in
the non-contact tournament and
about 70 in the kata competition.
Members of the Colac Otway
karate school train under instructor Rob McKay at Colac's
Bluewater Fitness Centre.

Karate winners were Matt Henry (left) and Leonie Peel with their instructor Rob McKay.

School holiday camp day attracts
By CHAMON VOGELS
THREATENING grey skies and cool southwesterly winds didn't break the children's jovial spirits at a recent fun day at Camp
Cooriemungle.
Hosted by Simpson and District Community
Centre (SDCC), the day was held during the
school holidays and entertained more than
100 children from across the south-west.
SDCC chairperson Debbie Smith said they
had run a similar day at the Simpson football
ground last year as part of their 20th birthday
celebrations, which turned out to be a great
success.
"Running the event this year at Camp
Cooriemungle was the perfect venue as activities were already set up," she said.
Entertainment included a large climbing
wall, giant swing, archery and low ropes.
An orienteering course, flying fox and jumping castle also kept the youngsters busy while
their appetites were satisfied with a barbecue.
Ms Smith said the event was so popular
about 40 children unfortunately had to be
turned away.
The free fun day was part ofthe Corangamite
Shire school holiday program and next year's
event has the potential to be even bigger.
Ms Smith said if SDCC worked in conjunction with the local shire next year,there could
be some funding allocated towards the day.
Camp Cooriemungle co-owner Karen Knee
said she was really pleased to be able to offer
the facilities to the local community and give
the children a chance to participate in activities they normally wouldn't have access to.
Ms Smith said she found the staff at the camp
to be very accommodating and couldn't have
asked for more.
The SDCC is run by volunteers and caters for
adult education groups but is now also working with a wide cross section of the commu- Steph Hocking, 12, of Simpson used the climbing wall under the watchful eye of Camp
nity.
Cooriemungle worker Matthew Knee.

Different shearing event
AN annual team shearing competition involving beer
skulling, sheep stlea ring and drawing someone nude is
set to again take the town of Timboon by storm.
The Hotel Timboon s shearing competition will be held
on Sunday, October 15 with the proceeds to benefit the
local CFA.
Participants are asked to shear a sheep, drink a
carafe of beer, eat a cold meat pie and draw the publican naked in the fastest possible time.
Event spokesperson Karen Flett said the record of
three minutes and 20 seconds was set last year by a
local team."The teams fielded must include at least
one female and it doesn't matter what part of the competition she takes part in." Funds from the previous two
shearing events went to the Timboon and District Health
Service.

Moloney wins Cooinda trophy
VALERIE Moloney won the Cooinda trophy last Thursday at
Terang golf with 74 nett.
The runner-up on a countback was Margaret Gleeson from
Kath Glennen also on nett 74.
Best nine out — C. Pearson; best nine in — June Grundy.
Next best nett 75 — H.Holmes, M.Venn and D.Kline.
Nearest pin second shot 8th M.Venn.
This week is a stableford. The stewards are M.Venn and
M.Gleeson. The annual meeting is on October 9 in the clubhouse at 7.30pm.

DRINK DRIVING
PROGRAMS
ASSESSMENT
ADVICE
Next program
Sunday October 1st 2006
Ph:(03)9654 3321
Country Freecall 1800 654 332
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are within existing parks and reserves, but other sites will probably be identified
site, the
detailed surveys. The most significant inland sites are the Gellibrand axe-grinding
Gellibrand
Barramunga burial cave and the Gellibrand Quarry, all on private property. The
River ovens and the Clearwater Creek artifact sites are the only two sites recorded within
State forest.

European Settlement
Cape Otway was named in 1800 by Lieutenant Grant(after a naval friend, Lieutenant Albany
the
Otway) when he was surveying the uncharted coastline. For most of the 19th Century
to
e
inaccessabl
and
largely
e
inhospitabl
be
to
considered
were
ranges
densely forested
trace
to
while
attempting
1837
in
d
disappeare
who
and
Hesse,
Gellibrand
European man.
the Barwon River from Geelong, were probably the first white men to enter the Otway forests
(Thomley 1974).
Pastoral development of the ranges began in 1839 when William Roadknight was granted
the Gerangamete run at Barwon Downs. In their search for more pastoral land Roadknight
and Vicary established a route from Colac to Cape Otway. This route also provided access for
a party, including Governor La Trobe, which travelled overland in 1846 to select a site for the
proposed lighthouse. This was erected two years later with convict labour.
Pastoral runs, such as Captain Dewing's Parap Parap station established in 1847 on the
Upper Barwon River, were confined to the northern flanks of the Otways until 1853, when
M. Herd took up the Loutit Bay (Lorne) cattle station. In 1865 Simon Frazer, followed by
John Cawood,took up a pastoral run at Apollo Bay. The best land on the near treeless basalt
plains was taken up from the late 1830s by squatters and pastoralists, so after the gold rush
era selectors turned increasingly to the densely forested Otway Ranges.
Land Acts introduced from 1860 were designed to break the monopoly of the 'agricultural
classes' and so allow poorer people to select land. Under Grant's Land Act of 1865 '...the
greater part of the parish of Yeo, Barongarook, Irrewillipe, Muroon and Deans Marsh were
first settled upon, much to the disgust of the sawmill proprietors and splitters who had been
Kings of the forest for so many years' (Hebb 1970).
The Land Act of 1869 permitted selection of up to 320 acres at £1 per acre (or at 2 shillings
per acre for 10 years) on the condition that the selector reside on his land and cultivate one
acre out of every ten. By the mid 1870s there were about a hundred selectors in the forests,
and the Government feared that much of the magnificent and valuable timber of the Otways
would be destroyed by clearing for agriculture.
In 1873 the Minister for Lands reserved 78 100 ha as State Forest, but after heated public
debate and a change of Minister in 1879, virtually all land in the Otways(apart from a 14 800
ha tract around Cape Otway and land already selected) was made available for selection
(Figure 18). The available land in the Parish of Krambruk around Apollo Bay was taken
up immediately. In 1884 John Gardner led the minor land rush and in 1886 opened the first
commercial business, a house of accommodation on the site of what is now the township
of Beech Forest.
Under the Land Acts of 1884 to 1890 settlers took up their blocks at an annual rent of
twopence an acre, with many not having even seen the land before arriving in the Otways.
The poor access and the immense difficulty of clearing the-land by ringbarking, felling, and
burning the dense stands of giant eucalypts, meant that many allotments were -only partly
• cleared and some not at all. In 1899 a Royal Commission found that the manner in which
settlement in the Otways was permitted and encouraged was a 'great administrative blunder'
and that most of the timbered areas of the Otways should have been reserved for water
supply and timber milling. That year the Government reserved 64 000 ha permanently as
State Forest.
The opening of the Birregurra to Forrest and Colac to Beech Forest railway lines in 1891
and 1902 respectively encouraged the hardier selectors to take up and work their land in
areas that had not been reserved. But many were forced to abandon their properties after
suffering a series of hardships. Many properties which survived the loss of their men to
the war were devastated in the 1919 bushfires, and settlements such as Wyelangta and Aire
River were abandoned within a couple of decades of their establishment.
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Only a few records and relics, such as the squared sandstone blocks that formed the
chimney and fireplace of the Aire River school (1904-1912), now surrounded by pine
plantations, still remain (Speight & Dow 1973). Many landholders gave up working their
farms to earn a living in the sawmills, or on Government relief schemes in the prelude to
the Great Depression. Many Otway roads, like Turton's Track which was opened as a
metalled all-weather road in 1927, were constructed and upgraded under relief schemes.
Throughout the 1920s the Forests Commission purchased alienated lands in the valley
of the Aire River for planting with softwoods in the 1930s. In 1929 the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission made known its intention to resume farmland, abandoned
allotments, and remaining Crown land for supplying water to Victoria's Western District. In
1930 the Minister for Lands stopped all further settlement, but in 1956 the Soldier Settlement
Commission (now the Rural Finance Corporation) began a large agricultural development
program in the Heytesbury forest area. When clearing ceased in 1970 nearly 43 000 ha of
foothill forests and grasstree plains had been cleared, ploughed and sown to pasture.
A recent study using satellite imagery has shown that 192 206 ha remain of the estimated
500 000 ha of forest and woodland that covered the region in 1869(Woodgate & Black 1988).

Timber Industry
The magnificent and then seemingly inexhaustible timber resources of the Otways were first
reported by the early seafarers, and later confirmed by the first surveyors and settlers. An
expert commissioned by the Shire of Colac in 1895 reported the Otway forests as 'second
to none in the world'.
As early as 1849 timber cutters started operations around Apollo Bay and Loutitt Bay
(Lorne). The durable Blue Gum found here was valued for railway sleepers, bridge and
wharf timbers, and the Blackwood was used for barrel staves. To harvest the timber, trees
wereth
'...felled, pit sawn on the hillsides, dragged down to the beach then floated out through
the surf for loading aboard the numerous small craft anchored 100 yards or so offshore'.
The first sawmill and jetty were built in Apollo Bay in 1852. The industry expanded and
thrived on railway contracts, so that soon the sawmills employed between 400 and 500 men
(Hebb 1970). This activity came to a sudden standstill in 1864 when shipping masters
refused to transport timber on account of the poor loading facilities, and only the
construction of a new jetty in the early 1880s caused a resurgence in the local industry. The
1880s also saw the establishment of sawmills at Barramunga, by settlers who used bullocks
and horses for haulage to the nearest rail link at Birregurra (Houghton 1975).
The greatest boost to the timber industry was the construction of rail links between
Birregurra and Forrest in 1891 and between Colac and Beech Forest in 1902 (and onto
Crowes in 1911). Immediately after the opening of these lines '...there was a proliferation
of paling splitters who paid as much as £4 an acre for the right to remove timber from settlers'
blocks adjacent to the railway line' (Houghton 1973). The lines also enabled many
sawmillers from the Ballarat area to move into the Otways between 1895 and 1905 to supply
their goldfield markets with mining timbers.
'Thus the Otways became a major supplier to the mines and such was the traffic of Otway
timber to the Rokewood, Pitfield, Berringa, Ballarat, Creswick and Maryborough mines
that it was said that there was more Otway timber underground than above:17
Some of the more notable sawmillers to become established in the eastern Otways about
that time were Hayden Bros (Barwon Downs), Sanderson and Grant, and Cowley (Forrest).
W.R. Henry took over Cowley's interests in 1903 and built the largest mill in the area, cutting
about 10 000 super feet (23 m3)per day. Henry's No.1 mill was on the West Barwon River,
10 km south of Forrest.

16 Loney & Morris (1979).
17 Houghton (1975).

A settlement in uncleared burnt forest.
• The mill settlement housed more than 100 people and included a general store, butcher,
bakery, school, billiard room, boarding house, and post office. The tramline connecti
ng
the mill to the outside world ran through a 437 m long tunnel between the valleys of the
West Barwon River and Noonday (now Monday) Creek.
In the western Otways, Kincaid (1902), Devitt (1906) and Deppeler (1907) established
the first of what were many mills around Beech Forest. Deppler processed decorative
and
furniture timbers such as Blackwood, Myrtle Beech and Satin Box. But G.W. Knott, a
Melbourne timber merchant, achieved the greatest output in the central Otways. Knott's
No. 1 mill, 7 km south-west of Ferguson, cut an average of 10 000 super feet (23 m3)per
day for 12 years, from its establishment in 1909 until it burned down in 1921.
The boom years along the ridge were between 1911 and the late 1920s. Despite many
closures in 1918 there were twelve full-time mills along the ridge in 1922, producing about
24 300 m3 per year. But the effects of the 1929 timber strike, the cutting out of timber areas,
and the Depression had reduced the number to three part-time mills by 1931 (Hought
on
1973). The four major timber companies in the eastern Otways together averaged 15 100 m3
of sawn timber per year from 1900 to 1930.
Nearly half of the State's ash timber resources were lost in the 1939 fires, when 1.2 million
ha of Victorian forest burned. The timber shortage during the housing boom of the
1940s
and 1950s became critical, and the Government directed the Forests Commission to increase
timber supplies from new allocations in East Gippsland and from traditional sources
of
quality timbers such as the Otways. To achieve this, a major road construction program
was undertaken by the Forests Commission and hardwood sawlog allocations in the Otways
were increased to 119 000 m3 per year.
By 1961 the number of sawmills in the region had increased to 27. This rate of use was
recognised as being well above sustainable yield level and sawlog allocations were
cut by
40% in 1962 when there was less activity in the housing industry. Sawlog allocations were
cut by a further 25% in 1973/74 to an annual allocation of 50 127 m'. In 1988/89 annual
long-term (15 year) sawlog allocations were issued with volumes further reduced to
40 400 m3. These reductions have resulted in a significant rationalisation of the industry
and
a decrease in the number of hardwood mills from 27 to 5.
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Small quantities of hardwood pulpwood were harvested from the Otway forests from 1956
to 1958 for conversion to pulp and paper at APM's Maryvale plant. Smorgon Consolidated
Industries processed over 200 000 tonnes of pulpwood at its Footscray plant between 1967
and 1980, when processing ceased because of effluent disposal problems.
In 1981 the Forests Commission prepared a Preliminary Environment Report (FCV 1981)
on a proposal by Smorgon Consolidated Industries to cut pulpwood from the Otway forests
as part of an integrated sawlog ptilpwood operation.
The Ministry for Conservation prepared an assessment of the report (Ministry for
Conservation 1981) and in December 1981 the Government instituted an Interdepartmental
Task Force to examine an extension of pulpwood harvesting. In 1982 the Task Force
recommended the harvesting of 70 000 tonnes per year of residual hardwood from the
mountain forests (Govt of Victoria 1982).
The Government subsequently approved a scheme by Midway Wood Products, a
consortium led by local sawmillers, to produce 70 000 tonnes of pulpwood per annum from
sawlogging residues, on the condition that an export market be established within 18 months
and the appropriate export licence be obtained from the Federal Government.
But in May 1982 the new State Government placed a moratorium on the licensing of
roundwood pulpwood harvesting from Otway State forest. Midway have since established an
export market and obtained a licence, and are exporting about 50 000 tonnes of pulpwood
from sawn timber residues supplied by sawmills from western and central Victoria.
The moratorium on roundwood pulpwood is still in force, pending the outcome of Value
Adding Utilisation System trials proposed under the Timber Industry Strategy.
Historic Sites
Most historic sites within the Otway forests are associated with the timber industry. There
are significant sites associated with land-use and settlement but there is little evidence
remaining. Examples of historical sites not associated with the timber industry include:
•The Upper Gellibrand school, which was built by parents;
•The Olangolah school, which occupied three different sites, each time moving closer
to Beech Forest. It exemplifies the sudden disappearance of a viable community;
•The Beech Forest Racecourse, where the grandstand, which held vice-regal visitors, was
built on a huge tree stump;
•Prewett's selection, which was the site of the first correspondence lessons in the
Victorian Education System;
•Gardner's selection, which was the first settlement in the Beech Forest area in 1884; and
•Aire River and Blackwood Creek camps, which accommodated the unemployment relief
workers, and later, post war migrants who helped establish the Aire Valley pine
plantation.
The sites of Otway sawmills and tramways are a valuable educational, recreational, scientific
and cultural resource. Norman Houghton, Director of the Geelong Historical Records
Centre, has researched and compiled an exhaustive list of sites (see Appendix 5) of some
245 Otway sawmills that operated between 1850 and 1988. The locations of most mill sites
are shown on Map 7 at the end of the document. Houghton has also rated these sawmills
and tram sites on the basis of their National, State and 'Local significance (Table 17).

ance in the Otways.
y sites of historical signific
Table 17 Sawmills and tramwa

Site

Operating Signif
Period

Land Use

Location

Description
Largest mill in Otways; best
graded tramway; war
service homes supplier

Knotts No 1

1907-1929

National

State forest

Ferguson

Knotts No 3

1917-1928

State

State forest

Wyelangta

First high leads winch
system in Western Otways

Sanderson

1900-1923

State

State forest

Barramunga

First mill with winch and
steam locos; shop in Forrest

Henry No 1

1901-1927

State

State forest

W Barwon

Most isolated and selfcontained mill: school,
shop, PO and tunnels (rare
in Vic. tramways)

1850s

State

State forest

Barongarook

Si lk

Probably first sawmill in
Otways

Apollo Bay

1852-1862

State

Private Land

Apollo Bay

McDonalds

1922-1940

State

Private land

Wimba

1922-1927

State

Private Land

Crowes

Angliss

1919-1921

State

State forest

Wye River

Hay

Armistead

1929-1940

State

State Park

Boggy Creek

State

Colac District Olangolah
Water Board

Casper Towers 1948

First large scale supplier of
Otway timber to railway
works
Waterpowered mill,
undershot (rare)
Stave mill with drum saw
(rare)
Largest, best planned and
professionally built in
Otways largest capacity
but didn't realise potential
First Otway mill to use motor
trucks for carting sawn timber
to a railway station, 1929
Last to build a tram of that
era

Kincaid

1902-1908

Local

Private Land

Dinmont

First mill and tram on Beech
Forest railway 1903

1912-1919

Local

Private Land

Dinmont

Devitt

First mill with steam winch
in West Otways 1904

Knott

1920-1928

Local

Rural Water
Commission

Arkins Ck

Scene of Otways worst
accident 1925

1897-1900

Local

State forest

Noonday Ck

First mill at Forrest

Sandersons
Haydens

1925-1940

Local

State forest

35 km
Barwon Downs Longest tramway;

1934-1940

Local

State forest

Tanbryn

Sharp

First sawdust burner in
Otways 1934

A5: Otway Sawmills 1850-1988
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NO. MILLS

DATE

LOCATION

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

c1930-1935

IRREWILLIPE
IRREWILLIPE
IRREWILLIPE
IRREWILLIPE
IRREWILLIPE
IRREWILLIPE
TOMAHAWK CREEK
TOMAHAWK CREEK
TOMAHAWK CREEK
CARLISLE RIVER
CARLISLE RIVER
CARLISLE RIVER
LEAHY CREEK
STALKER
STALKER
STALKER
MACKNOTT
MACKNOTT
MACKNOTT
LAVERS HILL
CROWES
CROWES
CROWES
LAVERS HILL
CRINOLINE CREEK

SID ARMISTEAD
TOM SHELTON
EDWARD SILK
JIM MURNANE
SID ARMISTEAD
EDWARD SILK JNR.
W GOLDSTRAW
JIM MURNANE
JOHN SILK
JOHN SILK
JOHN SILK
JOHN SILK
ENTERPRISE SAWMILLING CO.
WESTERN TIMBER CO.
WESTERN TIMBER CO.
EDWIN ROBINS
GW KNOTT
R DRIVER
18
NORTHERN TIMBER CO.
19
HARRY RICKARD
20
W ANGLISS & CO STAVE MILL
21
CHARLES ROBINS
22
ENTERPRISE SAWMILLING CO.
23
FRANK SCHNEIDER
24
ENTERPRISE SAWMILLING CO.
DICK CLIPPIN
25
NORM GORDON
BASSETT
26
27
TOM SHELTON
JOHNSON
28
29
NORM GORDON
30
ANDREW BENALLACK
31
WILLIAM BILLINGS
32
NORM GORDON
33
AG HITT & SONS
34
MCCRICKARD
35
R PERKINS
36
ARMISTEAD BROTHERS
JOHN SHARP
37
ROBERT MCGIE
38
DEVITT BROTHERS
WILLIAM SMITH
39
PETTIT BROTHERS
40
PETTIT BROTHERS
41
R DRIVER & CO.
GW KNOTT
42
J MARCHBANK
43
PETTIT BROTHERS
PETTIT BROTHERS
44
J MARCHBANK
J MARCHBANK
K KING
45
PETTIT BROTHERS
46
J KINCAID
47
CHARLES DEWE
48
CLYDESDALE
49
PHILLIPS & DEWE
50
GW KNOTT
• P = PRIVATE LAND, C = CROWN LAND

1869-C1885
c1925-1930
c1890-1900

c1885-1892
1892-1900
1900-1910
1911-1920
1937-1939
1927-1939
1919-1927
1911-1919.
1913-1919
1920-1923
1923-1928
1938-1940
1922-1927
1918-1921
1930-1934
1940s
1939-1948
1930S
1940S

1930s
c1915-1920
c1925-1930
1930s
1934-1938
c1940s
1921-1923
1929-1935
1935-c 1940
1884-1886
1919-1924
1911-1917
1917
1917-1923
1920-1923
1923-1928
1936-1939
1915-1917
1924-1929
1934-1936
1939-1944
1944-1953
1924-1929
1911-1919
C1922-1924
c 915-1919
c1920-1922
1911-1915

IRREWILLIPE EAST
STALKER STN YARD
IRREWILLIPE EAST
IRREWILLIPE
IRREWILLIPE EAST
TOMAHAWK CREEK
TOMAHAWK CREEK
GUM GULLY
GUM GULLY
GUM GULLY
MOUNT MURRAY
BUNKER HILL
BUNKER HILL
BARONGAROOK
BARONGAROOK
EGANS TRACK
EG2,NNS TRACK
ARKINS CREEK
ARKINS CREEK
CAMP CREEK
PILE SIDING
PILE SIDING
PILE SIDING
PILE SIDING
PILE SIDING
KINCAID
KINCAID
VVYELANGTA
PILE SIDING
WYELANGTA

LAND
STATUS"

CAPACITY
m3/day

16
16
14

7
7

11

14
5

14
14

14

14
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NO. MILLS
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

DAVE BROWN
R ROMELLI
CLYDESDALE
THOMAS MCMINN
DAVE BROWN
GW KNOTT
GW KNOTT
R DRIVER
GW KNOTT
58
CONDON & RIEGEL
GW KNOTT
R DRIVER
CONDON & PERKINS
59
R DRIVER BLACKWOOD MILL
60
ERN SMEDLEY
61
FACEY & CASHIN
HITT & CASHIN
62
GARD BROTHERS
63
CALCO MILL
64
FACEY & CASHIN
65
BEATTIE BROTHERS
66
K KING
A SPRAGUE
CALCO SAWMILLING CO.
A MARTINO
67
ANDREW BENALLACK
68
GEORGE FACEY
69
TOM NEAL
70
TOM ROBINSON
71
WATSON & FACEY
72
EDWARD SILK
73
BARONGAROOK SAWMILLIING CO
74
ROBERT MCGIE
75
LLOYD BRUNT
ADAMS TIMBER
76
ANDREW BENALLACK
77
BARONGAROOK SAWMILLING CO
78
BARONGAROOK SAWMILLING CO
79
WATSON & FACEY
BARTLETT
80
JOHN KING
81
CONDON BROTHERS
82
CONDON BROTHERS
83
MARK HAGER
84
KAWARREN TIMBER MILLS
85
ANDREW BENALLACK
86
FIDDES & MORGAN
87
AG HITT & SONS
88
AG HITT & SONS
89
AG HITT & SONS
90" ARTHUR ARMISTEAD
91
AG HITT & SONS
ARMISTEAD BROTHERS
92
93
BLUE MOON MILL
GB SAWMILLING CO.
AKD MILL
BEATTIE BROTHERS
94
95
LES FITCH
96
HAIGH & HAIGH
ARTHUR ARMISTEAD
97
• P = PRIVATE LAND, C = CROWN LAND

DATE

LOCATION

LAND
STATUS
C
P
P
C
C
C
C

CAPACITY
m3/day

FERGUSON

C

14
23
23
14
14

1918-1921
1914-1922
1911-1915
1919-1928
1921-1927
1915-1917
1917-1919
1920-1923
1923-1928
1907-1909
1909-1919
1920-1921
1923-1929
1920-1921
1918-1924
1936-1938
1938-1939
1924-1926
1946-1953
1931-1936
c1948-1950

FERGUSON
FERGUSON
FERGUSON

C
P
P

FERGUSON
BEECH FOREST
FERGUSON
FERGUSON

P
P
P
C

1953-1980

TULLOH

P

WYELANGTA
WYELANGTA
AMIETS TRACK
WYELANGTA
WYELANGTA
WYELANGTA
WYELANGTA

1908-1915
1954-1970
c1925-1929
c1970-?
1919-1920
1850S
1917-1919
1890s
c1975-1988
19881900-1903
1919-1922
1922-1927
1920-1925
1880s
1899-1901
1912-1914
1919-1939
1930-1938
1917-1919
1905-1908
1899-1900
1914-191a
1922-1926
1927-1933
1916-1 18
1909-1914
1948-1988
1952-1972

TULLOH
TULLOH
BARONGAROOK
BARONGAROOK
BARONGAROOK
BARONGAROOK
BARONGAROOK
BARONGAROOK
BARONGAROOK

P
P
P
P
P
C
P
P
P

BARONGAROOK
BARONGAROOK
BARONGAROOK
BARONGAROOK
TEN MILE CREEK
TEN MILE CREEK
KAWARREN
KAWARREN
KAWARREN
KAWARREN
KAWARREN
KAWARREN
KAWARREN
LARDNERS CREEK
GELLIBRAND
LOVAT
LOVAT
GELLIBRAND
GELLIBRAND

C
P
P
C
C
C
C
P
C
P
C
C
C
C
P
C
C
p
P

c1950-1955
1948-c1965
1956-1972
1920-1925

GELLIBRAND
GELLIBRAND
GELLIBRAND
GELLIBRAND

P
P
P
P

14
14

5

6
9
5
9
14

14

174

NO. MILLS

1
1
1

1

DATE

1921-1935
ARTHUR ARMISTEAD
1918-1922
AG HITT & SONS
1903-1905
BEECH FOREST SAWMILL CO.
1937-1939
JACK MCDONALD
1935-1937
JACK MCDONALD
1933-1935
JACK MCDONALD
1922-1935
MCDONALD BROTHERS
1935-1938
KNUDSEN & MULGREW
ROBINS, CHURCH
1938-1940
& FORSMAN BROS
1906-1912
105 DEVITT BROS
1908-1911
KINCAID
106 J
1902-1908
107 J KINCAID
1905-1910
108 J WARD
1912-1919
109 DEVITT BROTHERS
1902-1903
1 10 FAROE & JENSEN
1952-1965
- 111 CALCO MILL
1904-1910
1 12 D KENDALL
1919-1923
1 13 JAKOB DEPPELER
1907-1919
1 14 JAKOB DEPPELER
1930-1933
1 15 JIM MARCHBANK
1925-1933
1 16 ERN SMEDLEY
1920-1926
1 17 BOX MILL
1948
TOWERS
1 18 CASPER,
1934-1937
1 19 ENTERPRISE SAWMILLING CO
c1855-1862
120 APOLLO BAY TIMBER CO
1887
121 ROBERT MCGIE
1928-1934
122 BEATTIE & HEINZ
c1940-1946
123 WESTWOOD
1930s
124 JOCK HEINZ
1925-1930
125 WATSON & FACEY
1888
126 ROBERT MCGIE
1888
127 ROBERT MCGIE
1930S
128 GORDON & SANDERSON
1902-1904
129 BIRD & JONES
1950-1967
130 WESTWOOD
CASPER TOWERS
c1945-1952
1 31 JOCK FISHER
1929-1935
132 WR HENRY
1928-1932
133 JH GRANT
1883-1888
134 JOHNSTON BROS
1932-1942
135 JH GRANT
136 COLE,LIDGERWOOD & SANDERSON 1945-1950
1950
R & M HANCOCK
1945-1948
137 L JACKSON & DEDMAN
1949-c1965
HAMILL BROTHERS & MULGEW
1890-1904
138 EDWIN ROBINS
1919-1923
139 JH GRANT
1923-1927
140 JH GRANT
1904-1907
141 EDWIN ROBINS
1907-1912
ROBERTSON & SKINNER
c1927-1929
142 SEEBECK & TASSELL
1929-1935
WR HENRY
1946-1968
143 J SHARP
1948-1977
WR HENRY
1977-1988
A FRIZON
1897-1900
144 A SANDERSON
1897-1903
145 WR HENRY
1923-1929
WR HENRY
1898-1901
146 A SANDERSON
• P = PRIVATE LAND, C = CROWN LAND
98
99
100
101
102
103
104

LOCATION

LAND
STATUS

CAPACITY
m3/day

LARDNERS CREEK
LARDNERS CREEK
LARDNERS CREEK
BANOOL
BANOOL
WIMBA
WIMBA

MCDEVITT
DINMONT
DINMONT
BEECH FOREST
DINMONT
BEECH FOREST
BEECH FOREST STN
BEECH FOREST
BEECH FOREST
BEECH FOREST
AIRE VALLEY
OLANGOLAH
OLANGOLAH
OLANGOLAH
OLANGOLAH
APOLLO BAY
PORCUPINE CREEK
PURCUPINE CREEK
BARONGAROOK
KAWARREN EAST
KAWARREN EAST
KAWARREN EAST
ROADKNIGHT
FORREST
FORREST
YAUGHER

16.5
12
12
16.5
14
12
12
12
12
16
8
12
5
10
10
10
5
5

16

TANYBRYN
ROADKNIGHT CREEK
UPPER GELLIBRAND
BARRAMUNGA
BARRAMUNGA
BARRAMUNGA

14
11

BARRAMUNGA

11

BARRAMUNGA
BARRAMUNGA
BARRAMUNGA
BARRAMUNGA

14
11
11
14

9
11_

FORREST

FORREST
FORREST

14
12
12
9
11

FORREST

11

FORREST STN YARD

175

NO. MILLS
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161

A SANDERSON
WR HENRY
WR HENRY
WR HENRY
WR HENRY
WR HENRY
WR HENRY
WR HENRY
A SANDERSON
A SANDERSON
JOHN SHARP
JOHN SHARP
JOHN SHARP
TOM ARMISTEAD
WR HENRY
(GARD, HILL & MULGREW OPS)
162 JOCK FISHER
163 CASPER TOWERS
164 CASPER TOWERS
165 APOLLO BAY SAWMILLING CO.
166 BARHAM RIVER TIMBER CO.
167 CHARLES SEAL
168 APOLLO BAY TIMBER CO.
169 APOLLO BAY TIMBER CO.
1 70 APOLLO BAY TIMBER CO.
1 71 APOLLO BAY TIMBER CO.
1 72 SWIFT & MARCOVITS
1 73 MARTIN SAWMILLING CO.
1 74 WESTWOOD
1 75 TOM ROLLAND
1 76 HAYDEN BROTHERS
1 77 HAYDEN BROTHERS
1 78 HAYDEN BROTHERS
1 79 HAYDEN BROTHERS
180 HAYDEN BROTHERS
1 81 MACKIE & CO.
182 MACKIE & CO.
183 MACKIE & CO.
184 HAYDEN & CO.
185 BEACH & MCCASHNEY
ANDERSON, MACKIE & CO.
186 MACKIE & CO.
D KINCAID
187 HAYDEN & CO.
188 HAYDEN & CO.
189 JAMES SCULLY
WYE RIVER BLUE GUM CO.
190 JOHN HAY
1 91 WH BENNETT
R TROTTER
122 JOHN FULTON
193 JAMES & ARTHUR ARMISTEAD
194 WH BENNETT
195 TED BABBINGTON
196 CONDON BROTHERS
197 WH BENNET
198 JAMES & ARTHUR ARMISTEAD
199 JAMES ARMISTEAD
200 JAMES & ARTHUR ARMISTEAD
• P = PRIVATE LAND, C = CROWN LAND

DATE
1900-1923
1901-1927
c1905-1919
1919-1922
1922-1928
1235-1938
1938-1948
1938-1948
c1904-1915
c1904-1915
1940-1948
1934-1940
1934-1940
1935-1940
1935-1940
1940s
1948-1950
1950-1952
1852-1862
1886-1890
1884
1884-1889
1901-1914
1901-1908
1906-1908
1955-1977
1910-1916
c1945-1950
1940-1972
1901-1905
1897-1901
c1906-1912
c1912-1917
1901-1903
1903-1908
1901-1923
1919-1925
1894-1899
1899-1901
1925-1940
1940-1944
1925-1940
1925-1940
1904-1912
1912-1918
1919-1921
1942-1974
1975-1983
1871 1902-1905
1937-1939
1932-1988
1940-1944
19351899-1901
1883c1890S

LOCATION

LAND
STATUS'

BARRAMUNGA
FORREST
FORREST
MOUNT SABINE
MOUNT SABINE
MOUNT SABINE
CARISBROOK CREEK
NETTLE CREEK
WEST BARWON
WEST BARWON
TURTONS PASS
TANYBRYN
TANYBRYN
WILD DOG ROAD
TANYBRYN

CAPACITY
m3/day
21
21
12
12
12
12
12
12
10
10
14
14
14
9

TANYBRYN
TANYBRYN
WILD DOG ROAD
APOLLO BAY
APOLLO BAY
CLEARY RIVER
ELLIOTT RIVER
NEAR ELLIOTT RIVER
MARENGO
NEAR BLANKET BAY
APOLLO BAY
APOLLO BAY
GERANGAMETE
MURROON STN YARD C
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
C
WYE RIVER

11
11
10

WYE RIVER
DEANS MARSH

28
11

DEANS MARSH
BOONAH
BENWERRIN
BENWERRIN
BENWERRIN
BAMBRA
PETERS HILL
BOONAH
GENTLE ANNIE

5

14
11
10
11
11
9
9
9
11
7
10

7
12
10
7
7
7
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NO. MILLS
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208

209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229

230
231

MACKIE & CO.
RINGWOOD TIMBER CO.
JOHN FULTON
HAMPSHIRE BROS
BOOTH & FRENCH
SID ARMISTEAD
ACA MILL
SID ARMISTEAD
ARMISTEAD BROTHERS
JOHN MCGREGOR
LORNE TIMBER MILLS
JOHN SHARP
JOHN SHARP
JOHN SHARP
SID ARMISTEAD
DON KINCAID
COOPER SAWMILLING CO.
R BORCH & HORNER
NORM GORDON
A FRIZON
TOM PARSONS
TOM PARSONS
0 & F SMITH
STRAHAN & DAVIES
GEORGE DANIELS
GEORGE DANIELS
HAIGH & HAIGH
RON FORSSMON
THEO NORMAN
GEORGE FACEY
LOVAT SAWMILLING CO.
W.H. BENNET & SONS
DON KINCAID
HP SAWMILLING CO.
CALCO TIMBERS PTY LTD
R AMEZDROZ
ET & EW MURNANE PTY LTD
FLANAGON
VICTREE TIMBER PRODUCTS

DATE
1949-1953
1953c1880s
1959-1977
1978-1979
1935-1939
c1930-1939
1930s
1904-1907
1907-1912
1912-1915
1915-1919
1920-1935
19351940-1967
1945-1971
1966-1977
c1935-1951
1952-1960
1946-1977
c1900-1905
c 1 905-1912
c1940-1950
1954-1970
c1930-1950?
c1940-1946
1950-1955
1950-1955
c1950-1960
c1950-1958
c1950-1960
1956-1988
c1945-1970
c1950-1970
1959-1988
1956-1963
1963-1988
c1984-1988
1969-1988

OTHER MILLS NOT IDENTIFIED ON MAP
NO. MILLS
DATE
EDWARD SILK
CAPE OTWAY FOREST TIMBER CO.
ROBERT MORRISON
ALEX SANDERSON
ALFRED NORTON
JOHN KING
COPPOCK & THOMPSON
YOUNG
TAYLOR & OWENS
FOOTER & HICKINGBOTHAM
HENDERSON BROS & RUSSELL
SID ARMISTEAD
HALL & TUCKER
TUCKER & BOTTRELL
M TIPPINS
• P = PRIVATE LAND, C = CROWN LAND

1869-1871
1908
1916-1919
1901-1903
1912
1901-1903
1914-1915
1919
18??-18??
18??-18??
1920-1922
1939-1941
1950-1954
1954-1961
1954-1961

LOCATION
DEANS MARSH STN

LAND
STATUS'
C

CAPACITY
ms/day
12

GENTLE ANNIE
DEANS MARSH

LORNE
MOUNT COWLEY
LORNE
LORNE

LORNE
LORNE
KENNETT RIVER
BARWON DOWNS
BARWON DOWNS
APOLLO BAY
APOLLO BAY
FORREST
LAVERS HILL
LAVERS HILL
JOHANNA
GELLIBRAND
LAVERS HILL
JOHANNA
FERGUSON
FERGUSON
GELLIBRAND
GELLIBRAND
GELLIBRAND
BIRREGURRA
COLAC

COLAC
BARONGAROOK
IRREWARRA

LOCATION

LAND
STATUS*

BEN WERRIN
ELLIOT RIVER/BLANKET BAY AREA
IRREWILLIPE
BARRAMUNGA
KAANGLANG PARISH
YAUGHER PARISH
GUM GULLY, GELLIBRAND
BEECH FOREST AREA
BARRAMUNGA
BARRAMUNGA
LORNE PARISH
STONY CREEK
CARLISLE RIVER
CARLISLE RIVER
CARLISLE RIVER

CAPACITY
m3/day

33
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Otway Shire Minutes Forrest References 1960s plus
additional data on Tab 2
1966
1970
1970
1971
1971
1971
1971
1971
1972
1972
1972
1972
1972
1973
1975
1975
1975
1975
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977

12
11
12
1
1
1
1
1
3
5
5
5
5
5
2
2
10
10
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
8
1
1
1
3
10
10

14 Forrest
18 Forrest
16 Forrest
20 Forrest
20 Forrest
20 Forrest
20 Forrest
20 Forrest
15 Forrest
17 Forrest
17 Forrest
17 Forrest
17 Forrest
16 Forrest
19 Forrest
19 Forrest
15 Forrest
15 Forrest
28 Forrest
28 Forrest
28 Forrest
28 Forrest
28 Forrest
28 Forrest
28 Forrest
28 Forrest
17 Forrest
19 Forrest
19 Forrest
19 Forrest
16 Forrest
19 Forrest
19 Forrest

Tennis Club thanks OSC for building courts.
OSC gives $50 for school library books
VR to sell its land at Forrest
VR want full value for land. 13 acres. Existing
lease to Henry runs 1967 to 1977
Progress Assoc asks OSC to procure some VR
land for future development. Wants land reserved
for caravan park and recreation purposes
VR sell R/S. 10 acres to OSC, balance to Henry
Alterations and additions to IWC & Pre-School
Centre
Caravan Park C'tee deputation asks for ablution
block on proposed caravan park site. Subsidy?
Progress Assoc wants a garbage service
Ref to netball court at Forrest Recreation Reserve.
Want to put a fence around it
Australia Post removes date stamping of letters
from the P.O. a/c new mail centre in Geelong
Public Reserve & Caravan Park Committee asks
about a grant for a swimming pool
Frizon wants to buy three acres of railway land
adjoining new sawmill for log dumping and instal
chipping plant in near future. OSC owns the land.
Frizon building a new mill on Henry's old site.
Caravan Pk Committee opposes sale but OSC
says it wants to encourage industry.
Frizon buys 3 acres adjoining mill. Old R/S land.
Recreation Reserve Cmmittee wants new pavilion
Take Away Food shop from K & J Jurack to
S. Rourke
Permit for Frizon to extend sawmill
Tennis Club on donated Sanderson land and no
title. Want OSC to take over so club can apply

1977
1979
1979
1979
1979
1979
1979
1980
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1982
1982
1982
1982
1983
1983
1983
1965
1962
1963
1964
1964
1963

10
1
4
5
9
11
11
5
2
2
2
2
2
6
6
7
7
7
8
8
8
12
12
3
3
12
12
1
1
12
7
12
6
12
5
2

19 Forrest
10 Forrest
24 Forrest
16 Forrest
19 Forrest
19 Forrest
19 Forrest
21 Forrest
18 Forrest
18 Forrest
18 Forrest
18 Forrest
18 Forrest
17 Forrest
17 Forrest
15 Forrest
15 Forrest
15 Forrest
19 Forrest
19 Forrest
19 Forrest
16 Forrest
16 Forrest
17 Forrest
17 Forrest
15 Forrest
15 Forrest
26 Forrest
26 Forrest
21 Forrest
21 Forrest Hall
12 Forrest IWC
19 Forrest Hall
16 Forrest Recreation Reserve
20 Forrest Tree Planting
20 Forrest Water Trust

for grants
Building new tennis court at Caravan Park
R. Stone is the District Forester
Mr & Mrs J.Littler bought Gould's Forrest store
Tennis Club to erect a pavilion
Ref to A & L Evans buying the Take Away and
Mixed Business 2 years ago
Ref to Forrest Pony Club
Commercial Bank premises in ruinous condition.
It has a verandah over the street. Lot 11.28. OSC
issue demolition order. Owner =estate L.Hughes
Fire Brigade wants to build new shed. OSC
suggests Public Hall reserve.
Caravan Park has 16 sites
Kerb & channel in Grant St approved
Unless Forrest Footbal Club rooms are updated
the Colac & District Foorball League may ban
matches for the 1982 season
Football Club pavilion is irreparable. Floor
collapsed, walls rotting and roof to cost $20,000
to fix.
J & M Littler have general store
L Evans & M Fox registered as a Take Away
N & V Greaves, Grant St, want to transfer Take
Away licence to Eating House licence. OK
N & V Greaves registered as general store
N & A Greaves registered as café
Question of what to do with the old tennis courts
in Sanderson Lane
Seek funds to complete fence around oval
Awards tender to L. Kidman L8894
Ref to tenders for
Petition to OSC re building a new hall
Received subsidy for dressing rooms
Progress Assoc wants tree planting continued
To use BF Shire Office to get started

1972
1972
1972
1977
1977
1979
1979
1979
1979
1981
1977
1977
1977

11
11
11
5
5
2
2
2
2
12
5
5
5

15 Barramunga
15 Barramunga
15 Barramunga
18 Barramunga
18 Barramunga
21 Barramunga
21 Barramunga
21 Barramunga
21 Barramunga
16 Barramunga
18 Tanybryn
18 Tanybryn
18 Tanybryn

G. Kremlau is to erect eating house and picnic
place. Wants permit for chairs and tables on road
reserve. OK
FCV has opened Stevenson Falls to tourists OSC
says it should be signposted
OSC asks FCV to provide the additional facilities
required at Stevenson Falls. Campers are using
the site and there is only 1 toilet and 1 rubbish
pit. OSC annoyed with FCV over the issue
K Nattrass registered as Restaurant, AB Road
Belmont High School applies to add carport and
sleeping facilities at school. Has 4 X CRB huts
and wants extra 5 huts. OK
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Otways logging
gets the chop
TONY PRYTZ
ENVIRONMENT and
Climate Change Minister
Gavin Jennings has welcomed the official end to
the logging of state forests in the Otways.
The last licence to log,
held by Murnane's mill in
Colac, expired on Monday.
The State Government introduced legislation in 2002 setting
June 30, 2008, for an end
to logging.
The last logs were
taken from the forest at
the end of May.
Mr Jennings said the
end to logging marked a
new era.
"These native forests
have been a source of
timber for 150 years but
will now be protected for
their natural beauty, biodiversity, tourism and

recreational opportunities, he said.
"The Otway Ranges
are also an important
water catchment, where
timber harvesting was
previously factored-in to
water management decisions.
"This is a key biodiversity area with important plant and animal
species and is noted for
its stands of majestic
mountain ash.
"Some 160,000 hectares used to be subject
to both sawlog and pulpwood logging operations.
"The Great Otway
National Park gives the
highest level of protection to the old-growth
forest, waterfalls, scenic
landscape, lush rainforest and tall trees that
make the Otways so
special."
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GLOW WORMS IN THE OTWAY RANGES.
FIREFLIES

may be seen in most tropical countries, often emitting a greenIA
light. In South America one species shows both red and green colours and
is
k nown as the °railway beetle.'
In Britain, the female of the lampyris noctiluca emits light and is knoms
as the firefly.
In Northern Europe the female firefly shines more brightly than the male;
in Southern Europe the male shines more brightly. (Aust. Encycl.)
There are 17 species of firefly in Australia, mostly in the tropical
regions north of 35 degrees south latitude.
In Australia, GLOW WORMS
the larvae of the fly-like insects
called fungus gnat, are of the family Mycetophilidae, and of the genus
Arachnocampa Luminosa ( meaning silken threads, and light)
In the OTWAY RANGES, in Australia, GLOW WORMS may be seen in many
p laces, particularly under dense undergrowth on embankments in damp areas
not readily exposed to sunlight.
The light comes, during the larval stage from the luminous last segment
of the abdomen, where tiny tubes (malpighiantubules) which look like trails
of beads or diamonds, have light to catch food and are sticky and also very
fragile, so very quiet places are the most desirable. Noise or even direct
torch light may disturb the glow worms and they may cease to emit light.
S TAGES OF METOIORPHOSIS -

during an 11 month life cycle.

ADULT STAGE - Adults are
approximately 1.5 cm. long, and live for
only 2 - 3 days. They are nocturnal, make a buzzing noise and emit light
when flying; the female is brighter than the male, and lays many eggs, some
estimates are from 80 - 200.
L ARVAL STAGE - approximately 9 months, varying in size from 3 - 15 mm
during which time they are seen as "glow worms".
e
PUPAL STAGE

approximately 9 days.
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Forrest Apollo Bay Coach, 1916, Driver Tom Curtis

FORREST AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
80 Kents Rd. Forrest 3236

Tel. 03 52 366 327

Email Kenw@pipeline.com.au

24.05.2017
Marie and Ken Alexander,
I am wondering if I wrote to you after we received your very generous package of historic
"bits and pieces" last year. If not, I apologize.
I spent a couple of hours yesterday going through all your material and want to thank
you very much for sending it to the Historical Society. I found it absolutely fascinating
and very valuable for our archive. It covered so many areas including Otway schools, the
history of the Great Ocean Road and it was so interesting to see the range of duplicated
information sheets for visitors compared with the glossy brochures these days. But those
wonderful beauty spots of th Otways were well covered.
I have written a short article for our local newsletter saying how interesting is your
"hoard" as I called it and I told the story of the historic mug from Anne Fox's family
history. It gives such a good picture of those early days. I wonder what happened to the
originals of all those wonderful photos which had been photocopied. Many of which I had
not seen before..
I enjoyed reading the 19th century copy of the Age with all the boat sailings and the
produce available for sale. Where did it come from? Was it yours? Are you happy for us
to keep it? It will be a wonderful exhibit when we open our new Forrest History Centre.
We touched on the Top of the Otways recently when we had an event studying the road
to Apollo Bay in the coaching times. We drove to Apollo Bay noting the important sites
where the coaches stopped and finished up being hosted by the Apollo Bay Historical
Society at their museum.
Please be assured that your generous gift is very much appreciated and will add greatly
to our store of information on those early days.

Many thanks,
Sincerely, Ken Widdowson President.

